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and of the subject matter, sufficient for identification, to be published 
in a newspaper of general circulation in the city or town once in each of 
two successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen 
days before the day of the hearing or if there is no such newspaper in 
such city or town then by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in 
the city or town hall for a period of not less than fourteen days before 
the day of such hearing and also send notice by mail, postage prepaid, 
to each parent affected by the proposed change. At the hearing any 
person, whether entitled to notice thereof or not, may appear in per
son or be represented by an agent who need not be an attorney. 

Approved October 27, 1971. 

Chap. 959. A N ACT REPEALING THE LAW RELATIVE TO THE REVOCA
TION OF REGISTRATIONS OF MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 5 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out the last sentence, inserted by chapter 254 of the acts of 
1970. Approved October 27, 1971. 

Chap. 960. AN ACT INCREASING ACCIDENTAL DEATH BENEFIT AL
LOWANCES TO DEPENDENT BENEFICIARIES OF CERTAIN 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is, in part, to provide forthwith for increased accidental 
death benefit allowances to dependent beneficiaries of certain public 
employees who undergo hazardous conditions while in the performance 
of their duties, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be \t enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Subdivision (2) of section 9 of chapter 32 of the General 

Laws is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, as most 
recently amended by section 1 of chapter 600 of the acts of 1968, and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — In addition to any 
such payment, there shall be paid to such member's dependent bene
ficiary or beneficiaries, as hereinafter designated in this subdivision, 
an accidental death benefit allowance to consist of a yearly amount of 
pension equal to seventy-two per cent of the annual rate of regular 
compensation of such member on the date such injury was sustained 
or such hazard was undergone, or equal to seventy-two per cent of the 
average annual rate of his regular compensation for the twelve-month 
period for which he last received regular compensation immediately 
preceding the date of his death, whichever is greater; provided, that in 
the event an allowance is paid under this section as the result of the 
death of a member who had previously been retired for accidental 
disability, the amount of such allowance shall not be less than the an
nual amount of the pension portion of the allowance payable to such 
retired employee as of the date of his death. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 
any beneficiary or beneficiaries receiving an accidental death benefit 
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allowance under the provisions of subdivision (2) of section nine of 
chapter thirty-two of the General Laws, as a result of a member's death 
which occurred on or after November the eighth, nineteen hundred and 
seventy, shall have such death benefit allowance increased so as to 
comply with the provisions of said subdivision (2) of said section nine, 
as amended by section one of this act. Approved November 1, 1971. 

Chap. 961. A N ACT PROTECTING BUYERS OF INSURANCE FROM THE 
EFFECTS OF THE CANCELLATION, TERMINATION AND OTHER 
MODIFICATIONS OF THE AUTHORITY OF INSURANCE AGENTS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is, in part, to protect immediately both policyholders 
and insurance agents from cancellations or other changes in company-
agent relationships by establishing a procedure of notice to terminate 
agents and of selection of three referees to decide the justification of 
such termination or changes, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
welfare and convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

"Section 163 of chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by adding the following six paragraphs: — 

No company shall cancel the authority of any independent insurance 
agent for fire or casualty insurance, or both, if said agent is not an em
ployee of said company and no company shall modify a contract with 
such an agent unless the company gives written notice of its intent to 
cancel such agent or its intent to modify such contract at least ninety 
days before the proposed effective date of any such cancellation or 
modification. No company shall allow the license of any such agent to J 
expire unless the company gives written notice of it's intent to do so at 
least ninety days before the proposed effective date of any such expira
tion. Except as otherwise provided herein, any agent receiving notice 
of such cancellation, modification or expiration may, within fifteen days 
after receipt thereof, make a written demand for reference to three 
referees of the question as to whether or not such cancellation, modifica
tion or expiration will so affect the renewal, continuation or replacement 
of any policies placed with the company through the efforts of the agent, 
or the services needed by any policyholder doing business with the com
pany as a result of the efforts of the agent, as to justify renewal or con
tinuation of any policies expiring within six months of the issuance of 
any such notice at fair compensation for one additional policy period 
equal in length to the most recent policy period of any such expiring 
policy, but in no event for more than one additional year. 

Any agent making a written demand for such reference shall accom
pany said written demand with the names and addresses of three per
sons, whereupon the company shall within fifteen days thereof notify 
the agent of its choice of one of said persons to act as one of the referees 
and at the same time submit the names and addresses of three persons 
to the agent, who shall within fifteen days after receiving such names 
notify the company in writing of his choice of one of such persons to 
act as a second referee. At the same time the agent shall notify the com
missioner, such notice to be on a form prescribed by the commissioner, 


