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of the compensation for the reasonable charges and expenses of the 
third referee. The third referee shall forthwith upon the execution of 
the decision furnish the agent and the company with a written state
ment specifying in detail his charges for compensation and expenses. 
The agent or the company, if aggrieved by said charges, may petition 
the commissioner for review. The petition shall set forth with par
ticularity the specific item or charges in dispute. The commissioner 
shall, within ten days of receipt of the petition, notify the interested 
parties of the date established for a hearing on said petition and after 
said hearing the commissioner shall approve or disapprove said charges 
in whole or in part. His findings and decision shall be final and con
clusive. Approved November 1, 1971. 

C h a p . 9G2. A N A C T INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF PENSIONS AND R E 
TIREMENT ALLOWANCE PAYABLE TO CERTAIN FORMER 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES. 

Be %t enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The annual amount of every pension, retirement allow

ance or annuity payable to any former employee of the commonwealth, 
or to any school teacher who was employed by the commonwealth or 
by any county, city, town or district, who at the time of retirement had 
attained age sixty and had completed at least twenty years of service 
and who has been retired for a period of at least twenty years prior to 
the effective date of this act, shall, if the annual amount of such pen
sion, retirement allowance or annuity together with any increases, in
cluding cost-of-living increases, is less than three thousand dollars, be 
increased to three thousand dollars. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of July the first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-one. Approved November 1, 1971. 

Chap. 963. A N ACT PROVIDING FINANCIAL SUBSIDIES TO CERTAIN 
ADOPTING PARENTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The department of public welfare shall establish a pro

gram for financial subsidy to certain adopting parents to facilitate the 
adoption of children who are in foster care with the department or, 
pursuant to contract by the department, with any foster care agency 
licensed under chapter one hundred and nineteen of the General Laws 
and who would not otherwise receive appropriate adoptive placement. 
Said department shall adopt rules and regulations to implement the 
provisions of this act. Financial subsidy may consist of payments either 
for the general support of such children or for their medical or remedial 
care, or both. 

Eligibility for payments for such support or care of children to be 
adopted shall be determined in accordance with income and resource 
limitations based upon the number of persons, including the child or 
children to be adopted, in the household. Support payments shall not 
exceed those support payments currently authorized by said depart
ment for a comparable child or children in family foster care under the 
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provisions of chapter one hundred and nineteen of the General Laws. 
Adoptive parents shall, prior to adoption, make arrangements with 
said department for the receipt of said postadoptive support payments 
in order to be eligible to receive them. 

Eligibility for payments for medical or remedial care of a child to be 
adopted shall be determined in accordance with an income and resource 
schedule based on the number of persons in the household, including 
said child, and the out-of-pocket expenses for the medical and remedial 
care of said child. Such payments shall not exceed the medical or 
remedial care payments currently authorized by said department for a 
comparable child in family foster care under the provisions of chapter 
one hundred and nineteen of the General Laws, and such payments shall 
be made directly to providers of service. The medical or remedial 
services provided shall require the prior approval of said department 
in the manner set forth by departmental regulations, and such payments 
shall not supersede payments or services available from other federal, 
state, local or private medical or remedial programs or insurance plans. 
If such medical or remedial services arise out of injury, disease or dis
ability for which a third party may be liable, said department shall 
require the person receiving such medical or remedial care to assign to 
the commonwealth from the proceeds of any such claim against such 
third party the amounts so expended. Only adoptive parents who have 
made arrangements with the department prior to adoption to receive 
postadoptidn assistance for medical or remedial care shall be eligible to 
receive such assistance. 

A recipient of said financial subsidy shall annually provide the de
partment with copies of his federal and state income tax returns and a 
financial statement which includes full disclosure of assets and liabilities. 
Said^department shall annually review the need of a recipient for such sub
sidy and shall terminate any payments when such need no longer exists. 

SECTION 2. In evaluating a petitioner's ability to provide suitable 
support for a child pursuant to section six of chapter two hundred and 
ten of the General Laws, a probate court shall give consideration to 
assurances' by the department of public welfare that it will provide or 
contribute funds for the necessary maintenance care or medical or 
remedial care for the child. 

SECTION 3. The provisions of this act and the subsidy program es
tablished hereunder shall apply to one hundred adoptions only and 
shall cease to be operative thereafter. Approved November 1, 1971. 

Chap. 964. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THREE 
ADDITIONAL POSITIONS OF ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER OF 
EDUCATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section IF of chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out the second paragraph, as amended by section 1 of chap
ter 887 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph: — 

Each of the divisions shall be headed by an associate commissioner. 
The board shall, by a majority vote of all its members, appoint the 
associate commissioners, and shall establish their salaries. The board 


