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Fighting Fraud at Point of Sale 
Presented by Rob Bodoni, Manager, Special Investigation Unit, MetLife Group, Voluntary & Worksite 
Benefits – P&C Claims  
The morning session will strengthen the insurance agent’s awareness to detect alleged fraud committed 
by policyholders.  This presentation will focus on helping insurance sales associates fight fraud at the 
point of sale.  The presentation will include types of application fraud, identity theft/fraud, tools to de-
tect forms of misrepresentation, and discerning deception while taking information, in person or on the 
phone, during the application process.   
 
Lessons Learned from Insurance Fraud Investigations 
Presented by Anthony DiPaolo, Vice-President/Chief of Investigations, Insurance Fraud Bureau and 
David Andrews, Chief, Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division, Office of the Attorney General 
The afternoon session focuses on fighting fraud perpetrated by the insurance agent.  The presentation 
will center on elements of a successful criminal investigation and prosecution.  Criminal case studies 
will be discussed such as agent embezzlement, issuance of false certificates of insurance, forgery of poli-
cies, and false billing of customers for non-existent policies. 

IFB Seminar on May 22, 2013 
Fraud Prevention & Awareness for Agents 

 

LOCATION: Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Boston—Westborough 
   5400 Computer Drive (Route 9 West), Westborough, MA 01581 
   (508) 366-5511   ~   www.doubletree3.hilton.com 
     

PRICE:  $90.00 per person (includes continental breakfast & buffet lunch) 
   Late registration and registration at the door is $115.00.  Credit card payments cannot be  
   processed at the door. 
 

REGISTRATION:  Register on-line by credit card or mail with check payment.  On-line regis-
tration and mail-in registration form are available on the IFB website at www.ifb.org.  To avoid a late 
fee, registrations must be received no later than Friday, May 17, 2013  

 

Workers’ Compensation Fraud…………………..page 2 Provider Fraud………………….…......………….page 4 
Commercial Insurance Fraud…………….……....page 4 CIFI Highlights…………………….…….…...….page 5 

Other news in this Issue of focusFraud 

   

 
   

 
  

   

 
   

 
   

focusfocusFraud     



   2               focusFraud                                                                  April 2013 

           

 
Insurance Fraud Bureau 

of Massachusetts 
 

101 Arch Street 
Boston, MA  02110-1131 

 

Telephone (617) 439-0439 
Fax (617) 439-0404 

 

IFB Fraud Hotline   
1-800-32FRAUD 

 

IFB Website  
http://www.ifb.org 

 
Daniel J. Johnston 

Executive Director 
 

Anthony M. DiPaolo 
Vice President and Chief of 

Investigations 
 

Laura A. Kessler 
Vice President and General Counsel 

 

Thomas Simon 
Vice President of Administration 

 

Deborah Terry 
Editor 

Administrative Manager 
dterry@ifb.org 

 
Individuals who have been 
charged and whose names 
have been publicly dissemi-
nated have been identified. 
 

focusFraud and e-focusFraud 
are published periodically 
throughout the year.  News 
flashes on current press re-
leases and news articles and 
updates on prosecution court 
activity are posted frequently 
on the IFB website 
www.ifb.org. 
 

If you prefer to receive your 
issues of focusFraud and IFB 
announcements by email, 
please forward your name, 
company name and email 
address to dterry@ifb.org. 
 

Referrals and general ques-
tions can be emailed to  
referrals@ifb.org. 

Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud  

Nantucket Business Owner Pleads Guilty to Charges of Workers’  
Compensation Fraud 
Boston – James Lydon pleaded guilty in Suffolk Superior Court on February 
15, 2013 to five counts of workers’ compensation fraud. Lydon failed to accu-
rately report his total payroll and number of employees and misclassified his 
business to avoid paying thousands of dollars in insurance premiums. He 
was sentenced to two years of probation and ordered to pay a lump sum of 
$42,000 in restitution. Lydon is the owner of James Lydon, Sons & Daughters, 
a roofing and siding company based on Nantucket. Lydon & Sons was in-
sured by Travelers from November 2000 through November 2008 and by Lib-
erty Mutual from November 2008 through November 2010 and to the pre-
sent. In an effort to evade high insurance premiums, Lydon misrepresented 
to his insurance companies the true number of employees and misclassified 
the work performed by his employees. Based on his reporting, Lydon was 
granted the minimum premium rate on his policy. As a result of this scheme, 
Lydon put Travelers and Liberty Mutual unknowingly at risk to cover any 
employees who were not disclosed for injuries that occurred or may have 
occurred during the policy periods. Contrary to reports made to his insurers, 
Lydon employed at least four full-time employees between 2005 and 2009 
and misclassified the work of his company during the same period. As a re-
sult of this premium avoidance scheme, Lydon underpaid his workers’ com-
pensation insurer thousands of dollars in premium payments.  Assistant At-
torney General Jennifer Cotter of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insur-
ance and Unemployment Fraud Division prosecuted the case. 
 

Attleboro Man Indicted for Fraudulently Collecting More Than $53,000  
in Benefits While Working 
Attleboro - Dennis Gabriel was indicted in Bristol Superior Court on April 1, 
2013 on charges of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny for allegedly 
fraudulently collecting more than $53,000 in workers’ compensation benefits 
while working.  Gabriel suffered a work related injury in August 2005 while 
employed on a construction site.  In September 2007 the Department of In-
dustrial Accidents ruled that Gabriel was eligible to receive temporary total 
disability benefits from AIG, his employer’s insurance company, beginning in 
June 2007 through February 2009.  In June 2008, AIG received an anonymous 
tip that Gabriel was working as a subcontractor in Rhode Island while collect-
ing workers’ compensation benefits. Further investigation revealed that in 
July 2008 Gabriel signed an Employee Earnings Report stating that he did not 
receive any income while allegedly working as a subcontractor.  Gabriel al-
legedly earned more than $62,000 between April 2007 through November 
2008 while working as a subcontractor and collecting workers’ compensation 
benefits.  As a result of his alleged failure to report earnings Gabriel fraudu-
lently collected more than $53,000 in workers’ compensation benefits.  Assis-
tant Attorney General April English of the AG’s Insurance and Unemploy-
ment Fraud Division is prosecuting the case. 
 

Webster Woman Indicted for Allegedly Running Daycare While  
Fraudulently Collecting Workers’ Compensation Benefits 
Worcester - A Webster woman was indicted in Worcester Superior Court on 
charges of workers’ compensation fraud and perjury on March 22, 2013.  The 
woman sustained a work-related injury to her right thumb on June 29, 2005 
during the course of her employment as a lab technician.  She received tem-
porary total disability (TTD) benefits from June 29, 2005 through August 19, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Workers’ Compensation Fraud continued 

2005 and then temporary partial disability (TPD) benefits from August 20, 2005 through April 5, 2006.  Upon her 
return to work she was terminated and collected unemployment benefits from September 3, 2005 through 
March 25, 2006.  She returned to collecting TTD on April 6, 2006 through May 17, 2006 and TPD from May 18, 
2006 through September 3, 2007.  On August 22, 2006, her employer’s workers’ compensation insurer, Broad-
spire Insurance Company, filed a complaint with the Department of Industrial Accidents to discontinue the 
woman’s weekly benefits.  At a DIA conference the request was denied and Broadspire appealed.  An independ-
ent medical examination was ultimately ordered and three hearings were held at the DIA.  At a hearing held on 
August 8, 2007, the Webster woman testified she obtained a license to operate a home daycare on October 18, 
2006 but was not in the business of operating a daycare and denied earning income as a daycare provider.  She 
signed an Employee Earnings Report indicating that she had no earnings for the 26 weeks prior.  At a subse-
quent hearing two witnesses testified that they paid the woman to care for their children during the time she 
continued to claim and collect disability benefits.  The woman then allegedly admitted to her concurrent em-
ployment and was ordered to repay the monies she fraudulently collected during the course of her employment.  
Assistant Attorney General Jessica Massey of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division is prose-
cuting the case. 
 

Hull Man Allegedly Collecting Workers’ Compensation Benefits While Working 
Hull - Michael McLaughlin was arraigned on charges of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny on February 
23, 2013 in Hingham District Court. On November 17, 2008 McLaughlin sustained a left shoulder injury while 
working as a truck driver and mover. He went on light duty for several months and then returned to full duty. 
On October 8, 2009 McLaughlin ceased working for the moving company. Unbeknownst to the company, 
McLaughlin reported the injury to the Department of Industrial Accidents on September 15, 2009. On February 
4, 2010 McLaughlin underwent left shoulder surgery. He was placed on temporary total disability from that 
date continuing until October 25, 2010 earning weekly benefits of $288. McLaughlin allegedly returned an Em-
ployee Earnings Report dated October 10, 2010 stating he did not receive earnings for any period in which he 
was collecting workers’ compensation benefits. However, investigation revealed that McLaughlin began full-
time employment on July 26, 2010 and earned approximately $3,908 while continuing to collect temporary total 
workers’ compensation benefits from AIG.  Assistant Attorney General Megan Davoren of the AG’s Insurance 
and Unemployment Fraud Division is prosecuting the case. 
 

Mattapan Woman Continues to Work While Allegedly Claiming to be Totally Disabled 
Boston - On February 23, 2013 Medgine Dufrene was arraigned on charges of workers’ compensation fraud and 
larceny in Boston Municipal Court. Dufrene reported a work related injury on June 11, 2011 and claimed head 
and neck injuries as well as post-traumatic stress disorder. Dufrene treated for her injuries and allegedly made 
repeated statements to medical providers that she was not able to work due to her injuries. On December 23, 
2011 Dufrene signed an Employee Earnings Report indicating she had no earnings while receiving workers’ 
compensation benefits from AIG. Investigation revealed, however, that Dufrene continued to work at a second 
similar job the entire time she claimed to be totally disabled and collecting benefits. Dufrene allegedly earned 
approximately $7,000 in temporary total disability benefits while continuing to work.  Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Peter Downing of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division is prosecuting the case. 

(Continued from page 2) 

A report on the Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) program and how the program 
has impacted the insurance industry has recently been released.  “Community Insurance 
Fraud Initiative—A Ten Year Retrospective” is an analysis of the program since its incep-
tion.  The report demonstrates the positive impact of the program and how it influenced in-
surance claims and, ultimately, premiums paid.  Most importantly, the evidence shows that 
there has not been a return of these fraud schemes to the state.  The report in its entirety is 
posted on the IFB website at www.ifb.org. 
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Commercial Insurance Fraud  

Case Update - Stow Man Ordered to Pay Restitution for Insurance Fraud 
Stow - On March 1, 2013 the case against a Stow man was continued without a finding for one year on charges 
of presenting a false insurance claim and larceny. He was ordered to pay $34,675 in restitution. The Stow man, 
the owner of a surveying company, filed a claim under a business policy with Travelers Insurance Companies 
alleging that on April 14, 2008 one of his employees lost a commercial use portable GPS unit valued at $38,500. 
He reported that an employee had left the unit on the roof of a truck and then drove off causing the unit to be 
lost in transit. During the handling of the claim, the Stow man faxed the original sales receipt for the GPS which 
was verified by Travelers and the surveying company was paid $34,675 by the insurer for the lost GPS unit. Sub-
sequent to the claim payment, the employee identified as being the person who lost the GPS was contacted. The 
employee stated that he had been asked to lie about losing the equipment but refused. According to the employ-
ee, the GPS had not been lost but had undergone repairs. Further investigation revealed that the GPS claimed by 
the Stow man as lost had been repaired twice after the alleged date of loss and that a new unit had never been 
purchased.  Assistant Attorney General Joshua Pakstis of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Divi-
sion prosecuted the case. 
 

Business Owner Allegedly Obtains Coverage After Date of Vandalism 
Northborough - A Northborough woman was arraigned on charges of presenting a false insurance claim and 
attempt to commit a crime on February 7, 2013 in New Bedford District Court.  The woman reported that several 
front windows of her place of business had been vandalized on December 31, 2009 and she made a claim against 
her general liability policy.  Investigation revealed that the woman had procured the policy effective December 
30, 2009.  She reported the claim to Utica National Insurance Company with the date of vandalism as December 
31, 2009; however, a police report listed the date of vandalism as December 25, 2009, prior to the effective date of 
the policy.  Other information obtained through the course of the investigation also corroborated the date of 
vandalism as December 25. A prosecutor from the Office of Bristol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter is 
prosecuting the case. 

Provider Fraud  
Case Update - Rockland Woman Pleads Guilty to Insurance Fraud Scam 
Brockton – Olga Rich pleaded guilty to a scheme in which she fraudulently collected insurance payments of 
more than $27,000.  On March 27, 2013 Rich pleaded guilty in Plymouth County Superior Court to 46 counts of 
motor vehicle insurance fraud, four counts of larceny and four counts of attempted larceny.  She was sentenced 
to 2 ½ years in the House of Correction, with 30 days to serve and the balance suspended for five years.  She was 
also sentenced to five years probation and ordered to pay full restitution.  Rich was the sole owner of South 
Coastal Physical Therapy (SCPT) from 2001 through 2009.  Rich used her position at SCPT to submit fraudulent 
physical therapy bills to several automobile insurance carriers. These “supplemental bills” were sent months or 
years after the initial billings were sent to the insurers for purported treatment that was never rendered. Rich 
continued to submit the supplemental bills to insurers even after SCPT closed and ceased all operations in De-
cember 2009. Rich continued to make calls to insurers seeking reimbursement as recent as August 2011.  As a 
result of the scheme, Rich submitted fraudulent bills totaling nearly $60,000 to insurance companies and re-
ceived payments of more than $27,000 between August 2007 and August 2011.  The case was prosecuted by As-
sistant Attorney General Jessica Massey of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division with assis-
tance from Shannon Legrice and Amber Foley of the AG’s Victim/Witness Services Division, Massachusetts 
State Police and the IFB. 
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Boston CIFI 
 

Boston - On March 18, 2013 a Medford man was placed on pre-trial probation for two years on charges of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  He was ordered to pay $635 in restitution. The man al-
leged that his 1996 Ford Taurus was hit by an unknown vehicle while parked in Boston on March 10, 2008. He 
claimed to Arbella Insurance Company that he was sitting in the vehicle with his driver’s side door open when 
the vehicle was allegedly struck by a vehicle which fled the scene. A collision reconstruction concluded that the 
damages to the Ford were inconsistent with contact with another vehicle but were consistent with the door be-
ing forced open by a prying type of tool. Furthermore, the Ford had failed two emissions and safety inspections 
on January 2, 2008 and March 10, 2008; the latter date being the date of the alleged hit-and-run. 
 

Roxbury – A Dorchester woman was arraigned on February 13, 2013 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On January 22, 2011 the woman reported to Arbella Insurance Company 
that her 1993 Toyota Camry was parked in front of her residence when it was allegedly hit and damaged by a 
school bus. She reported the driver’s side of the Toyota was damaged in the accident and that the Toyota had no 
pre-existing damage. A forensic examination of the vehicle concluded that the damages were not a result of a hit
-while-parked collision. Furthermore, the Dorchester woman allegedly admitted that she made the false report 
after a claim she submitted for a January 2, 2011 accident was denied. 
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and Attorney General Martha Coakley’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Brockton CIFI 
 

On February 20, 2013 complaints were issued against a Brockton man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On November 17, 2009 the owner of a 2001 Nissan Pathfinder reported to 
Safety Insurance Company that she was involved in a collision in which she rear-ended another vehicle result-
ing in front end damage to her Nissan. On April 23, 2010, the woman's husband reported that the 2001 Nissan 
Pathfinder, owned by his wife, was allegedly hit-while-parked. He reported front and rear driver’s side door 
and taillight damage as a result of the alleged impact. There were no witnesses and no police were called to the 
scene. The Brockton man denied that damages from the alleged hit-while-parked accident were the same as re-
ported by his wife for the November 2009 incident. 
 

On February 19, 2013 complaints were issued against a Brockton man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  Complaints were issued against a Brockton woman on charg-
es of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime, conspiracy and false report of a motor vehicle 
theft. Police responded to a report of an alleged theft of a 2000 Acura on the morning of March 29, 2010. The 
man stated that he had already started the Acura before he realized he left his wallet in his home. He further 
stated he left the vehicle running with the keys in the ignition while he went to retrieve the wallet. When he re-
turned the vehicle was allegedly missing. The Brockton woman corroborated her boyfriend’s account of the al-
leged theft. That same morning police responded to a report of a stripped motor vehicle. A witness at the scene 
stated that the vehicle had been at the recovery location from at least 2 a.m. that morning, prior to the time the 
couple reported seeing the Acura. Liberty Mutual Insurance Company insured the vehicle. 
 

Brockton CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy J. Cruz. 
 
Chelsea CIFI 
 

On March 5, 2013 a Chelsea woman was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime. On March 1, 2012 the woman reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that her 2005 
Chevrolet Equinox was allegedly parked and unattended when it was struck and damaged by an unknown ve-
hicle. She reported that the passenger side and rear hatchback were damaged from the collision. Investigation 
revealed that the woman had filed a hit-and-run claim with another insurer two years prior and reported similar 
passenger side damage to her vehicle. An accident reconstruction determined that the damage to the passenger 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

side of the Chevrolet was the same damage reported two years prior and the damage to the rear of the vehicle 
was caused by backing into a fixed pole-like object. The Chelsea woman allegedly admitted to making a false 
claim and that her father had been operating her vehicle when he backed into a fixed object and that the passen-
ger damage was pre-existing from the previous incident. 
 

A Chelsea man was placed on pre-trial probation for six months on April 10, 2013 on a charge of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud.  The man reported to Commerce Insurance Company that on February 17, 2011 his 2003 Ford 
Explorer was parked and unattended when it was vandalized.  He reported that the vehicle had been scratched 
and a front tire slashed.  Investigation revealed that the Chelsea man reported a similar vandalism claim in De-
cember 2010 while insured with another carrier.  A comparison of the damages between the two claims found 
the damages to be identical. The Chelsea man admitted that the damage was pre-existing.   
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Roger DiGaetano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Ursela Knight.   
 

Lawrence CIFI 
 

On March 12, 2013 complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft. The Lawrence man reported to police and 
Hanover Insurance Company the alleged theft of his 2000 Chevrolet Blazer on July 25, 2011. The vehicle was 
recovered several days after the report of theft. A forensic inspection of the vehicle concluded the ignition lock 
was not defeated and damage to it was superficial. Furthermore the steering column was locked and required 
the properly cut and coded key to start and operate the vehicle. The man stated he had all keys to the vehicle in 
his possession.   
  

Complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on March 18, 2013 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime. The Lawrence man reported to MetLife Auto & Home that his 2005 Chevrolet 
Malibu had allegedly been hit-while-parked on December 3, 2011 resulting in damage to the front end and 
bumper. A forensic examination of the vehicle determined that the collision could not have occurred as de-
scribed; the points of contact were from sources other than another vehicle and the vehicle came into contact 
with a fixed vertical object while in motion. The man allegedly admitted that he filed a fraudulent claim and that 
he was operating the vehicle when he hit a light pole. 
 

On March 7, 2013 complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime. The Lawrence man reported to Arbella Insurance Company that his 2008 Honda 
Pilot was allegedly hit-while-parked outside his home on December 15, 2011. A damage analysis of the Honda 
determined that the damage was not consistent with a hit-while-parked scenario since there were wood particles 
and wood transfer material in the damaged area concluding the vehicle had come in contact with a fixed wood-
en object such as a tree or utility pole. Furthermore, the impact points from the damage confirmed the vehicle 
was in motion at the time the damage was sustained. The Lawrence man allegedly admitted that as he was turn-
ing around his vehicle he hit a tree in his neighbor’s driveway. 
 

The Lawrence CIFI task force is assisted by detectives from the Lawrence and other area police departments.  CIFI cases are 
prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Lindsay Nasson and Assis-
tant Attorney General William Freeman of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Divi-
sion. 
 

Lynn CIFI 
 

On March 19, 2013 a Salem man was found guilty at a jury trial to charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime. He was placed on pre-trial probation for one year and ordered to pay $1,282 in resti-
tution. The Salem man reported to MetLife Auto & Home that he had parked and locked his 1997 Cadillac Se-
ville at his brother’s home in Lynn on September 7, 2009. When he returned to the vehicle he discovered it miss-
ing. The vehicle was recovered heavily damaged the same day. A forensic examination of the Cadillac deter-
mined that the vehicle was equipped with a VATS/PASS-key security system and concluded that the proper 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

key was required to move the vehicle. The man stated there was only one key to the Cadillac and that it was in 
his possession. 
 

On March 14, 2013 a Winthrop man admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud. 
The case was continued without a finding for six months and he was ordered to pay $637 in restitution. The 
Winthrop man reported to Travelers Insurance Companies that he was using his father’s 2005 Toyota Corolla on 
March 1, 2010 when the vehicle was hit-while-parked, sustaining damage to the vehicle’s front end. There were 
no witnesses to the incident. An expert examination of the Toyota determined that the damages on the Toyota 
were inconsistent with contact from another vehicle but were indicative of a forward moving impact with a pole 
or post.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Geoffrey Wood. 
   
Western Massachusetts CIFI 
 

On March 8, 2013 sufficient facts were found against a Chicopee woman on a charge of attempt to commit a 
crime. The case was continued without a finding for six months. She was ordered to pay $571 in restitution. On 
October 19, 2010 the woman's husband reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation that their 2001 
Dodge Caravan had allegedly been hit-while-parked resulting in passenger side damage. The woman stated that 
she had parked the vehicle in front of their residence and discovered the damaged vehicle the following morn-
ing. Police were not called to the scene and there are no known witnesses. A collision damage analysis of the 
Dodge concluded the damage to the vehicle was inconsistent with a hit-while-parked scenario but was con-
sistent with a forward moving contact with a yellow painted stationary object.   
  

On March 21, 2013 a Holyoke woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime. The case was continued without a finding for six months. Police responded to 
the scene of a June 25, 2009 hit-and-run accident which involved a 1991 Toyota Corolla insured by a second sub-
ject. No occupants were listed on the police report. The Holyoke woman later claimed alleged injuries as a result 
of the accident. Investigation revealed that the second subject insured the Toyota under his name for the Ho-
lyoke woman. She was not a listed operator on the policy. She admitted that she was not in the Toyota at the 
time of the accident and claimed injuries to fraudulently gain money.   
 

The Western Massachusetts task force is assisted by area police departments.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Hampden 
County Assistant District Attorney James Forsyth, Berkshire County Assistant District Attorney Gregory Barry and First 
Assistant District Attorney Steve Gagne of the Northwestern Massachusetts District Attorney’s Office which covers 
Franklin and Hampshire counties. 
 

Worcester CIFI 
 

On February 14, 2013 complaints were issued against a Worcester man and woman on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and conspiracy. A three-vehicle accident occurred on February 6, 2008 in which the woman was 
an alleged jump-in passenger in the vehicle operated by the Worcester man. The man reported to Travelers In-
surance Companies that he, another woman and the Worcester woman were allegedly present in the vehicle at 
the time of the accident and all sustained and treated for alleged injuries from the accident. The operators of the 
other two vehicles involved in the collision stated that there was only an older couple in the third vehicle at the 
time of the accident. Both operators also stated that approximately 20 minutes after the accident a younger fe-
male, the Worcester woman, arrived on the scene but she was not in the vehicle at the time of the accident. 
 
An Uxbridge man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and 
false report of a crime on March 11, 2013.  The Uxbridge man reported the alleged theft of his 2005 Honda CRV 
on February 24, 2009 to Norfolk & Dedham Insurance Company. The man stated that he and his wife had re-
turned from a two-day trip on that day and discovered the vehicle missing. The Honda was subsequently recov-
ered in New York City on March 16, 2009 with ignition damage and parts missing. An expert analysis of the re-

(Continued from page 6) 
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covered vehicle determined that the vehicle inspection sticker had expired in February 2009; the steering wheel 
was in the locked position upon recovery; damages to the steering column, ignition lock areas and transponder 
system were cosmetic and had been inflicted after the vehicle had been last driven; and that the correct key was 
required to operate the vehicle. Further investigation revealed the Uxbridge man was unable or unwilling to 
substantiate his presence on his two-day trip, he has family members in New York and that he was behind on 
payments for the Honda. 
 

On February 25, 2013 a Worcester man pleaded guilty to a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud. He was sen-
tenced to one year in the House of Correction, suspended, and ordered to pay $520 restitution. The Worcester 
man reported that on August 25, 2011, while working at a construction site, he reversed his 2000 Nissan Maxima 
and allegedly struck and injured a man. The Worcester man transported the injured man to the hospital where 
he was diagnosed with a broken elbow and back injuries. The injured man told hospital staff that he fell off a 
roof; however the Worcester man told staff that the man was confused and he had been struck by his vehicle. 
The Worcester man reported the alleged accident to Norfolk & Dedham Insurance Company. Investigation re-
vealed, however, that he was working as an independent contractor at the job site and had hired the other man 
to do some work for him. The man did fall from a twelve foot staging and when the Worcester man contacted 
the contractor was told that he did not carry workers’ compensation insurance. The Worcester man, as a subcon-
tractor, also had no insurance coverage, and falsified the way the man was injured to get medical services pro-
vided to him. The Worcester man later withdrew his claim. 
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney and other area police departments.  CIFI cases 
are prosecuted by Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 
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