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Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education  

 
November 18, 2013 
5:05 pm – 7:05 pm  

 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  

75 Pleasant Street, Malden MA 
 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present: 
 
Maura Banta, Chair, Melrose 
Harneen Chernow, Vice-Chair, Jamaica Plain 
Daniel Brogan, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Dennis  
Vanessa Calderón-Rosado, Milton 
James DiTullio, Secretary of Education's Designee 
Ruth Kaplan, Brookline 
James Morton, Springfield 
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Secretary 
to the Board 
 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent: 
 
Karen Daniels, Milton 
Pendred Noyce, Weston 
David Roach, Sutton 
 
Chair Banta called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm.  
 
Chair Banta welcomed James Morton, the newest member of the Board. Mr. Morton 
resides in Springfield and is the president and chief executive officer of the YMCA of 
Greater Hartford, working with low income youth and families. Mr. Morton said he is 
excited to join the Board and to provide insight from his work with young people.  
 
Commissioner Chester said this is the third month the Board is discussing the Partnership 
for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). The Commissioner 
said the discussion tonight will inform the Board on the assessment and the two-year 
transition plan he is proposing. Commissioner Chester introduced two Massachusetts 
educators who are serving as PARCC fellows, Mary Beth Banios and Mark Healy.  
 
Senior Associate Commissioner Bob Bickerton launched the presentation and said 
tonight the Board will look at assessment questions, challenges, and benefits of PARCC. 
Mr. Bickerton provided the Board with a recap of the September and October PARCC 
discussions. The PARCC transition plan will begin with a field test of the assessment in 
randomly selected schools across the state in the spring of 2014 and an analysis of the 
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field test data in fall 2014. In 2014-2015, schools will administer either the PARCC 
operational test or MCAS; and in fall 2015 the Board will vote on the full adoption of 
PARCC.  
 
PARCC fellow Mary Beth Banios, assistant superintendent of the Shrewsbury Public 
Schools, presented an MCAS English language arts (ELA) grade 3 question and 
compared it to a PARCC ELA grade 3 sample item. Ms. Banios explained that the 
PARCC item checks students’ ability to analyze and think critically, find evidence to 
support their argument, and draw a conclusion. She noted that the Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks guide students to decode text and teach them to analyze. Ms. 
Banios said the ability to find main ideas and supporting details in text, and the ability to 
use evidence to support an argument, are threads that run through all grade levels, while 
text complexity will change through the grade levels.  
 
Mr. Bickerton said after the first operational year of PARCC, teachers will receive 
assessment results in June, which will assist them in planning curriculum decisions and 
changes to improve instruction and understanding for students. Ms. Kaplan asked if 
students would be able to look up the definition of words during the exam. Mr. Bickerton 
said accessibility features are being developed.  
 
PARCC fellow Mark Healy, math coordinator for the Cambridge Public Schools, 
presented examples of shifts in mathematics grade 4 standards and assessments. Mr. 
Healy said previously the standards focused on a lot of items, but they were not in depth 
and did not have a grade-to-grade progression. He said the new standards focus on a 
conceptual understanding of what the formulas and processes mean, procedural fluency, 
and applying the topics to real world situations. Mr. Healy presented an MCAS 
mathematics grade 4 item and a PARCC grade 4 item. He also described shifts in grade 7 
mathematics standards, an MCAS grade 7 constructed response, and a PARCC grade 7 
mathematics sample using graphing technology.  
 
Mr. Bickerton commented on technology readiness and said the key issue is 21st-century 
classroom readiness, not simply PARCC readiness. He said the Department is pursuing 
federal E-rate modernization, a state infrastructure bond bill, and a device-buying 
program. Mr. Healy said technology readiness concerns have been heard around the state, 
as well as excitement about the opportunities technology can bring to the classroom. Ms. 
Chernow said technology equity is a concern for her. She also noted an equity issue for 
some students taking the computer-based version of the assessment and others taking the 
paper-and-pencil version.  
 
Mr. DiTullio asked about the balance of multiple-choice and open response items. Mr. 
Bickerton said 45 percent of MCAS score points are from constructed response. He said 
PARCC will give students partial credit for showing their work; not just choosing the 
answer, but showing the process to get there. Commissioner Chester said technology 
readiness is a concern, and the advent of PARCC testing provides a unique moment to 
leverage 21st century technology into schools. He said the pilot period allows the 
Department to leverage options, such as the state technology bond bill and E-rate 
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funding. Associate Commissioner Cliff Chang noted PARCC is driving the technology 
conversation, but it is not the main reason for schools to upgrade their technology. Mr. 
Chuang said the schools involved in the field test have sufficient technology to 
administer the assessment, and the readiness gaps will be more clearly identified in 2014-
2015. He said PARCC will provide regional workshop trainings, site readiness planning 
tools and trials, and support.  
 
With respect to the accountability system, Mr. Bickerton said the two-year transition plan 
allows a period to maintain trends in achievement and student growth. He said the 
Department will maintain accountability ratings for schools as they move from MCAS to 
PARCC while ensuring that schools are not disadvantaged by field test participation. 
Schools have been given the option to calculate their annual progress and performance 
index with and without the field-tested grades. They also have the option to avoid double 
testing in the same subject.  
 
Ms. Chernow asked about the effect on educator evaluations. Commissioner Chester said 
until students are scored on their performance on PARCC tests, other district determined 
measures would be used for evaluations. He said a Department-wide cross-unit team has 
convened to analyze these issues and provide tools and support for districts. Ms. Kaplan 
asked how student scores would be affected. Mr. Bickerton said the field test is an 
opportunity for our students to test the PARCC items and no student scores will be 
available. He said students who participate in the field test and not in MCAS will not 
have a score in that subject. Commissioner Chester said the Department is making the 
field test as non-intrusive as possible.  
 
Mr. Bickerton said PARCC will have five performance levels, including a college and 
career readiness standard. Ms. Calderón-Rosado said she is concerned about technology 
readiness. She asked if the field test selection was random, and if parents can opt out. Mr. 
Bickerton said schools were chosen randomly, with the option to withdraw if they do not 
have the level of technology specified by PARCC. He said parents were not given an 
option to decline the field test, which is part of the assessment system the Board has 
authority and responsibility to establish. Mr. Brogan asked about schools chosen for the 
paper-and-pencil field test and noted that some students may perform better in one mode 
or the other depending on their learning style. Mr. Bickerton said PARCC is doing 
studies on comparability. 
 
Mr. Morton asked if the Department has seen a pattern with schools that have declined to 
participate in the field test. Mr. Bickerton said Level 4 and 5 schools could opt out of the 
field test, although some Lawrence schools, for example, are participating. Also, if a 
school without the proper technology was selected, in some cases another school in the 
district with the technology was substituted. Mr. DiTullio said he hopes there will be 
adequate representation of low-income students. Ms. Chernow asked how many schools 
are choosing to use MCAS and PARCC. Commissioner Chester said schools are being 
surveyed now.  
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Mr. Bickerton and Maureen LaCroix of the Department discussed communications and 
outreach. They said they have been presenting to professional associations, school 
committees, and superintendents. The Department hosted webinars with superintendents 
and principals participating in the field test. The Department is also producing a district 
toolkit and information for parents.  
 
Ms. Kaplan asked about accommodations for special education students. Mr. Bickerton 
said the accommodations are built into the PARCC test and are based on Massachusetts 
accommodations for MCAS. He said if a certain accommodation needed by students with 
disabilities is not ready in time for the field test, those students will not be expected to 
participate. Mr. DiTullio asked if other states randomly chose schools for the field test 
and which grades are being tested. Commissioner Chester said all states randomly 
selected participating schools and grades 3-8, 9, and 11 will be tested. Commissioner 
Chester said the grade 10 competency determination will not change until 2018 or later. 
He said he expects that in 2014 the Board will start discussing how to approach the 
graduation requirement in the years ahead.  
 
Commissioner Chester said the transition plan gives the Board two years to track and 
analyze the development of the assessment. He said MCAS has served us well but after a 
decade and a half, it is clear we need to upgrade. The commissioner said the PARCC 
assessment will give students, parents, and educators better signals of students’ readiness 
for the next grade level and ultimately for college and careers. Commissioner Chester 
noted the unprecedented partnership with higher education and the commitment to use 
PARCC for public higher education placement decisions.  
 
Chair Banta thanked the PARCC fellows and Department staff for the informative 
presentation.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:  
 
VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourn the 

meeting at 7:05 p.m., subject to the call of the chair.  
 
The vote was unanimous.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

   
 Mitchell D. Chester 

Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education  
and Secretary to the Board 

 


