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I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law and 
the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

In order to provide immediate relief to those communities which have 
suffered damage due to the natural disasters referred to in the act. 

Sincerely, 
' FRANCIS W. SARGENT**; 

• • " • • ' Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAKY, BOSTON, July 11, 1972. 
I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary • of the Commonwealth, hereby 

certify that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at 
eleven o'clock and forty-five minutes, A.M., on the above date, and'in 
accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the..Con
stitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter six hundred 
and thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-two. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. G37. A N ACT EXPEDITING THE RIGHT OF CERTAIN PERSONS TO 
VOTE FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: . . •• . 
SECTION 1. Section 1A of chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the first sentence, as most recently amended 
by section 2 of chapter 382 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence: — A person who has resided in the 
commonwealth and in the city or town where he claims the right to 
vote not less than twenty-nine days next preceding an election at which 
electors of president and vice-president are to be chosen, or a person 
not in active military service who lives on land within the common
wealth purchased by or ceded to the United States government and 
who will have resided thereon not less than twenty-nine days next pre
ceding such election, may be qualified for voting only for such electors 
at such election; provided, he makes application therefor as herein
after required and otherwise complies with the requirements of this 
chapter. . • ' 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 51 is hereby amended by inserting after 
section ID the following two sections:— v 

Section IE. Any person who has changed his residence, and who' is 
unable to register in his new residence because of the time of his move, 
may return to vote with respect to a presidential election in person at 
the polling place where he is a qualified voter, or may vote by ab
sentee ballot. Said ballot shall be prepared and furnished by the state 
secretary in accordance with the provisions of sections eighty-six to 
one hundred and three A, inclusive, of chapter fifty-four so far as ap
plicable. 

Section IF. Any person, otherwise qualified to vote under the pro- : 
visions of section one A but whose name is not included in the current 
annual registrar^of voters of the city or town where he claims the right 
to vote, may qualify for voting upon application to the registrars of 
Voters of said city or town. Any form of written communication con-
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Naming the name, age, citizenship, former residence and present resi
dence of such person shall cause the registrars to make an investiga
tion relative to the qualifications of such person to vote and, for the 
purpose of such investigation, the officer in charge of the police force 
of each city and town shall give the registrars such assistance as they 
may require. Upon determining that such person is qualified to vote 
under the provisions of this section, the registrars shall forward an 
absentee ballot to him and shall include his name on a list of persons 
registered under this section which shall be sent to the city or town 
"cleTE^The provisions of sections ninety-four to ninety-six, inclusive, 
of chapter fifty-four shall apply to such ballots which shall be cast in 
the polling places designated under the provisions of section twenty-
four. Approved July 10, 1972. 

EMERGENCY LETTER — September 7,1972 at 3:55 P.M. 

Chap. 638. AN. ACT DIRECTING THE REGISTRAR OP MOTOR VEHICLES 
TO PAY THE COST OF MAINTENANCE OF UNIFORMS OF CER
TAIN PERSONNEL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 16 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

section 11 the following section: — 
Section 11A. The registrar of motor vehicles shall, subject to ap

propriation, pay the cost of maintenance of the uniforms of employees 
in the registry of motor vehicles having police powers under section 
twenty-nine of chapter ninety. 

Approved July 10, 1972. 

Chap. 639. AN ACT RELATING TO SECURITY DEPOSITS IN RENTAL 
HOUSING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 15B of chapter 186 of the General Laws, in

serted by section 1 of chapter 666 of the acts of 1970, is hereby amended 
by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 
following three paragraphs: — 

A landlord of residential real property who holds a security deposit 
pursuant to this section for a period of one year or longer from the 
commencement of the term of the tenancy shall, beginning with the 
first day of the tenancy, pay interest at the rate of five percent per 
year, payable to the tenant at the end of each year of the tenancy. 
The landlord shall, within thirty days after the termination of the 
lease or tenancy, return the security deposit or any balance thereof, 
and interest thereon, after deducting the amount of any damage caused 
by the tenant, or any person on the demised premises with his knowl
edge or consent, reasonable wear and tear excepted, and less any un
paid rent; provided, however, if any lease agreement contains a pro
vision requiring the tenant to pay all or a proportional share of any 
increase in real estate taxes levied against the property of any increase 
in real estate taxes levied against the property and becoming due and 
payable during the term of the lease, the landlord shall not be required 
to return the security deposit or any balance thereof or pay any in-


