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DON’T LET YOUR GUARD DOWN 
Although we have experienced a 
rather quiet Hurricane Season, it is 
worth noting that the busiest 30-day 
period for Atlantic Hurricane and 
Tropical Storm activity is from late 
August to late September. NOAA 
published this graphic to illustrate 
when hurricanes and tropical storms 
have historically occurred. The 
graphic is located  at 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/climo/imag
es/peakofseason.gif. Therefore, it 
remains important to review and 
promote MEMA’s "Know Your Zone" hurricane awareness campaign which is accessible on the 
MEMA website at http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/hurricane-evacuation-zones.html, This 
campaign encourages residents and visitors to find out whether they live or work in a hurricane 
evacuation zone. These hurricane evacuation zones are the areas most at risk of incurring dangerous 
coastal flooding from the storm surge associated with an approaching tropical storm or hurricane. The 
zones, (A, B or C) can be used by Emergency Managers and Public Safety officials to communicate 
to the public about necessary evacuations. The Hurricane Evacuation Zone Maps can be used as 
interactive zone maps and are also available in PDF file format by community. 
 
SEPTEMBER IS MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS MONTH  
Governor Deval Patrick has proclaimed that September is ‘Emergency Preparedness Month’ in the 
Commonwealth. Working with the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) and the 
Department of Public Health (DPH), MEMA will be promoting public preparedness and safety 
throughout the month. These efforts are in conjunction with a nationwide effort to encourage all 
Americans to take simple steps to better prepare for emergencies at home, work and school. To help 
the public better prepare themselves and their families, MEMA will focus its outreach and activities on 
four themes: 1) Be informed, 2) Develop a plan, 3) Build a Kit, and 4) Get involved.  MEMA will share 
information on each of these concepts including: highlighting potential community hazards or risks; 
ways to obtain information from local and state emergency managers; tips on how to build 
comprehensive emergency plans for you and your family; tips on how to build a kit that can help 
sustain your families in times of disasters; and how to become involved. All citizens of the 
Commonwealth are encouraged to participate in citizen preparedness activities and asked to use the 
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preparedness resources at www.mass.gov/mema/ready to become more prepared. Governor 
Patrick’s Proclamation can be found at: http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/mema/2014-preparedness-
month-proclamation.pdf. 
 
MEMA ROLLS OUT MASSACHUSETTS ALERTS APP 
Two years ago, MEMA launched a free alerting app called Ping4Alerts.  Since then, the app has 
helped keep residents of the Commonwealth alerted to severe weather (tornadoes, hurricanes, 
tropical storms and severe thunderstorms), hazardous material incidents, evacuation orders, shelter-
in-place orders, Amber Alerts, unsafe drinking water supplies and other types of incidents and 
disaster. On September 1st, MEMA officially launched the next generation of its free alerting app, 
called Massachusetts Alerts.  Massachusetts Alerts, which still utilizes Ping4Alerts’ platform and 
technology, is customized for Massachusetts and will allow MEMA and other public safety agencies 
to provide emergency notifications.  In addition to providing alerts and critical information about 
ongoing incidents and disasters, Massachusetts Alerts will also provide preparedness tips and 
information, and direct users to online resources to help prepare for, manage during, and recover 
from a wide range of natural, technological and man-made hazards that threaten the residents of the 
Commonwealth. MEMA encourages all residents of the Commonwealth to download Massachusetts 
Alerts.  Massachusetts Alerts is available for Apple and Android smartphones and tablets.  Current 
users of Ping4Alerts will continue to receive alerts from MEMA; MEMA now pushes alerts and critical 
information to Massachusetts Alerts and Ping4Alerts.  Massachusetts Alerts is available for iOS 
(Apple) and Android platforms. Download it today by searching for “Massachusetts Alerts” on the App 
Store at  http://ow.ly/zxXO7 or the Google Play/Android Market at http://ow.ly/zxY1j.  Additional 
information regarding Massachusetts Alerts can be found on the MEMA website at 
www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp. 
 
PIO/MIA CHAIR DEDICATED AT MEMA HQ                                             
On Wednesday, August 27th, MEMA hosted Massachusetts 
representatives from the Massachusetts Chapter of the Rolling 
Thunder, a national non-profit organization committed to raising 
awareness about Prisoner of War (POW)/Missing In Action (MIA) 
issues, to dedicate a Chair of Honor. The Chair of Honor will be on 
display at MEMA HQ in Framingham where it will be a daily reminder of 
the 91,000 individuals still missing. The Rolling Thunder Massachusetts 
Chapter has dedicated over 100 Chairs of Honor across the 
Commonwealth including a Chair of Honor at: the State House, over 50 
town/city halls, and major sporting facilities. Additional photos of the 
dedication appear on the MEMA’s various Social Media platforms at 
ow.ly/AQ1Fv . To learn more, visit http://www.rollingthunderma1.org//. 
 
MASSACHUSETTS MEETS STANDARDS FOR DISASTER SAFETY PLANS FOR CHILDREN 
The Commonwealth was recently cited as one of only 29 states that meet all four standards for 
Disaster Safety Plans for Children set by Save the Children, a non-governmental disaster relief 
organization. It looks at states' evacuation and relocation plans, family-child reunification plans, 
children with special needs plans and K-12 multiple disaster plans. In an accompanying poll, Save the 
Children found that 69% of parents mistakenly believe their protections are in place. For more, go to 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2014/09/01/disaster-report-card-save-the-
children/14739989/?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=usatoday-
newstopstories. 
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MASSACHUSETTS/PARAGUAY PARTNERSHIP FLOURISHES 
As part of the Massachusetts National Guard State Partnership Program with the country of 
Paraguay, MEMA's Deputy Director Christine Packard and Response and Field Services Section 
Chief Mike Russas traveled with MANG Liaison LTC Martin Spellacy and a delegation from the 
MANG, to Asunción in mid-August. As part of this trip, the MA delegation met with Paraguay's 
Secretaria de Emergencia Nacional (SEN) and the Armed Forces Department of Civil Affairs. The 
purpose of this engagement under the MANG partnership was to share information about our 
respective emergency management programs, response coordination, and ideas on best practices. 
Paraguay is currently experiencing historical flooding, resulting in more than 200,000 displaced 
individuals in the City alone. The delegation had the opportunity to visit flooded areas, shelter 
locations as well as hospitals. MANG will continue to work with Paraguay in future engagements to 
continue this important partnership. 
 
BRAZILIAN FIREFIGHTERS VISIT SEOC 
On August 7th, 19 members of the Rio de Janeiro’s Military Fire Brigade visited the MEMA HQ and 
the State Emergency Operations Center. Over a few hour period, the group received presentations 
from each of our division leaders, as well as a tour of the facility.  
 
FEMA LAUNCHES SPANISH-LANGUAGE APP 
FEMA has launched a free Spanish-language app with information on what individuals can do before, 
during and after a disaster to keep their families and communities safe. FEMA’s Spanish-language 
app offers a wide array of information for the public and disaster survivors, including preparedness 
tips, locations of nearby shelters, what to include in an emergency supply kit and a user friendly 
interface for survivors who may need assistance from FEMA after a disaster. Some key features of 
the app include: 1. Safety Tips: This feature helps users prepare for flooding, hurricanes, tornadoes 
and other disasters by providing tips on how to be informed about potential hazards and what steps to 
take before, during and after an emergency.  2. Emergency Meeting Locations: This tool offers the 
capability to set an emergency meeting place for you and your family with the option of having a 
primary, secondary and out of state location. 3. Apply for Assistance: The FEMA Spanish-language 
App will help users locate a disaster recovery center after a Major Disaster Declaration with Individual 
Assistance has been issued. This feature also provides information about how to offer volunteer 
services and donations. The app offers pre-loaded content ensuring that FEMA guidance is available 
anytime and anywhere, even if no Internet connection is available. The app is free and available for 
iPhones and Android devices in the iTunes and the Google Play Stores. 
 
TIER II MANAGER SYSTEM 
MEMA and the Massachusetts SERC strongly encourage use of the on-line Tier II Manager System 
for Tier II Reporting Year 2014. At this time, MEMA is asking Tier II report filers to register to use this 
system. MEMA has posted a memo on its website (Tier II Manager System: Registration for Filers) 
which provides additional information on who should register and how this may be done: 
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/emergency-info/haz-mat/serc/. 
 
CAPE COD EMERGENCY TRAFFIC PLAN TEAM MEETS 
On August 14th, local, state, federal, and volunteer partners came together for the annual Cape Cod 
Emergency Traffic Plan (CCETP) Team Meeting. Held at Joint Base Cape Cod (JBCC), over 60 
public safety professionals discussed the plan and several other topics. Items for discussion included 
the new hurricane inundation maps and evacuation zones; a behavioral analysis study done by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and FEMA; the Cape Cod Traffic Study; and the Cape Cod 
Emergency Traffic Plan. After reviewing all of this information, participants worked through a three-
hour tabletop exercise, to test the plan and evaluate its effectiveness. The CCETP presents unique 
challenges and this exercise brought about great discussion. This annual meeting is a requirement 
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set forth in the plan, and the large attendance is a testament to the commitment of all of the agencies 
to the success of the plan and its components. 
 
STATEWIDE WEBEOC EXERCISE 
As a part of MEMA’s ongoing efforts to familiarize and train users on WebEOC; a Statewide WebEOC 
exercise was held on September 2nd. This exercise involved over 250 participants from communities, 
educational partners, state agencies, federal agencies and emergency support functions. The 
exercise scenario was based on the statewide impacts created during a strong Category 2 hurricane. 
The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) and Regional EOCs were activated during the 
exercise and provided user guidance and training. MEMA intends to hold two statewide exercises 
annually. 
 
TORNADO TOUCHES DOWN IN WORCESTER 
On August 31st, an EF-0 Tornado briefly touched down in the city of Worcester.  This event, on the 
heals of the EF-2 Tornado that took place in the City of Revere on July 28th,  marks the second time 
this summer that a Massachusetts city has experienced serious tornado damage.  Fortunately no 
lives were lost, or serious injuries occurred as a result of either event. It is becoming more evident 
that everyone in the Commonwealth must familiarize themselves with what to look for and what steps 
to take if a tornado is forecast. MEMA offers some important steps to take before, during and after 
tornadic activity: http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/ready-massachusetts/tornadoes.html. 
 
2014 GREAT NORTHEAST SHAKEOUT REGISTRATION CLIMBING 
Massachusetts will once again participate in the Great NorthEast ShakeOut earthquake drill.  In 2014, 
the ShakeOut will be held on October 16 at 10:16 a.m. (ShakeOut is always on the third Thursday of 
October). Last year more than 300,000 people in the NorthEast participated and already more than 
130,000 people have registered for 2014. In 2013 a total of 24,900,000 individuals registered across 
the nation. Massachusetts is counting on everyone to register or renew today at 
http://www.shakeout.org/northeast/register/. Additional details on the Great Northeast ShakeOut can 
be found at http://shakeout.org/northeast//. 
 
RED CROSS OFFERS EARTHQUAKE APP 
Prepare, survive, and recover with the American Red Cross Earthquake App, which is available in the 
App Store or Google Play. You can set earthquake alerts based on your location, learn how to stay 
safe and get prepared, notify your contacts that you are safe, find nearby shelters, and more. 
 
USGS UPDATES SEISMIC HAZARD MAPS 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) recently updated their U.S. National Seismic Hazard Maps 
(http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2014/1091/), which reflect the best and most current understanding of where 
future earthquakes will occur, how often they will occur, and how hard the ground will likely shake as 
a result.  There is no season for earthquakes as they can occur anytime and without warning. 
Damage reports from the 6.0 magnitude Napa earthquake show the importance of communities 
knowing their risks, making a preparation plan to help prevent injury, property damage and post-
earthquake hazards, and then taking action to reduce those risks. Learn more about earthquake risks 
at http://www.usgs.gov/blogs/features/usgs_top_story/new-insight-on-the-nations-earthquake-
hazards/. 
 
NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS REPORT RELEASED 
Presidential Policy Directive 8: National Preparedness requires an annual National Preparedness 
Report (NPR) that summarizes national progress in building, sustaining and delivering the 31 core 
capabilities outlined in the National Preparedness Goal. The intent of the NPR is to provide the 
nation, not just the federal government, with practical insights on core capabilities that can inform 
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decisions about program priorities, resource allocation, and community actions. This report marks the 
third annual NPR, updating and expanding upon findings from the previous two years. The 2014 NPR 
highlights accomplishments achieved or reported during 2013. In 2014 the Nation faced a range of 
incidents that challenged our collective security and resilience and confirmed the need to enhance 
preparedness across the whole community. Incidents like the Boston Marathon bombings, wildfires, 
drought, mass shootings, and ongoing management of several long-term recovery efforts, required 
activating capabilities across the five mission areas outlined in the Goal: Prevention, Protection, 
Mitigation, Response and Recovery. For additional details, go to http://www.fema.gov/national-
preparedness-report?utm_source=hp_promo&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=fema_hp. 
 
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM APPEALS DATABASE PUBLISHED 
FEMA has announced the publication of the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Appeals 
Database. The HMGP provides grants to state, local, tribal and territorial governments to implement 
long-term hazard mitigation measures after a major disaster declaration. The purpose of the HMGP is 
to reduce the loss of life and property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to 
be implemented during the immediate recovery from a disaster. The online searchable database 
(http://www.fema.gov/hmgp-appeals), containing FEMA responses to applicant appeals for 
assistance, will inform the public on how program requirements are applied. Under HMGP, an eligible 
applicant may appeal any FEMA determination regarding applications submitted for funding.  The 
appeal process allows applicants to request a reconsideration of the decision against program 
requirements.  There are two levels of appeals. The Regional Administrator decides first appeals. If 
FEMA denies the appeal, the applicant may submit a second appeal to the Deputy Associate 
Administrator for Mitigation. If FEMA approves an appeal, FEMA will take the appropriate action to 
implement the decision. The Appeals Database is an online, searchable database containing FEMA 
responses to applicant appeals for assistance. The database houses HMGP second appeal records 
since 1988 and first level appeals since 2011. The purpose of the database is to inform the public on 
how program requirements are applied. For more information on the terms used in the appeal 
database, users can reference the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program Digest for a brief summary 
of the basic program elements. 
 
MANSFIELD EMD ROBERT BUTTON PASSES AWAY 
Robert "Red" Button, who served as the Director of the Mansfield Emergency Management Agency 
for 46 years, recently passed away. He began with the town of Mansfield in 1964 when he became a 
member of Mansfield EMA.  In 1970 he was appointed as Director of the Agency.  "Red" began his 
career with the fire department in 1966. He was promoted to Captain of Ladder One in 1981, and 
filled the roll of a ‘Night Man’ from 1983 to 1990. "Red" retired from the Fire Department as a Call 
Captain in 1996. He continued to serve Public Safety as a Dispatcher from 1998 until this year. 
Throughout this entire time Robert Button served his community with distinction. 
 
NEDRIX PREPARES FOR ANNUAL OCTOBER CONFERENCE 
The Northeast Disaster Recovery Information X-Change (NEDRIX) is planning their annual 3-day 
conference for October 27-29, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency, Goat Island, Newport, RI. Information can 
be located at http://www.nedrix.com/upcoming.php on NEDRIX’s updated website. NEDRIX is a non-
profit organization, formed in 1991, that provides continuity and crisis management professionals 
access to real time governmental agencies information during a crisis or event. 
 
MEMA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
MEMA is the state agency charged with ensuring the state is prepared to withstand, respond to, and 
recover from all types of emergencies and disasters, including natural hazards, accidents, deliberate 
attacks, and technological and infrastructure failures. MEMA's staff of professional planners, 
communications specialists and operations and support personnel is committed to an all hazards 
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approach to emergency management. By building and sustaining effective partnerships with federal, 
state and local government agencies, and with the private sector - individuals, families, non-profits 
and businesses - MEMA ensures the Commonwealth's ability to rapidly recover from large and small 
disasters by assessing and mitigating threats and hazards, enhancing preparedness, ensuring 
effective response, and strengthening our capacity to rebuild and recover. 
 
FOLLOW MEMA AND GET IMPORTANT EMEREGENCY INFORMATION:  
TWITTER - (www.twitter.com/MassEMA),  FACEBOOK - (www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA), 
YouTube - (www.youtube.com/MassachusettsEMA), the MEMA WEBSITE - www.mass.gov/mema,  
READY MASSACHUSETTS - www.mass.gov/mema/ready. And do not forget to download 
Massachusetts Alerts app – (www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp. 
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