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GOVERNOR PATRICK CELEBRATES 26th ANNUAL 
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
 
BOSTON – Wednesday, October 1, 2014 - Governor Deval Patrick today celebrated the 
26th annual Hispanic Heritage Month during an event at the State House. Throughout 
the month, Governor Patrick and leaders from the Administration have been 
participating in events that showcase the social and civic contributions and rich heritage 
of the Massachusetts Hispanic community. This year’s theme, “Civic Reflections: 
Promoting Diversity in Leadership” recognizes the impact of the Hispanic community’s 
leadership and service to the Commonwealth. 
 
“Massachusetts is leading in creating access and opportunities for people of color,” said 
Governor Patrick. “We still have work to do. Membership in a community is about 
understanding the stake that each of us has, not just in our own dreams and struggles 
but in our neighbors' as well. If we keep that sense of community alive, if we make it an 
integral part of the work we are doing in and between government and our citizens, I'm 
confident our best days are ahead.” 
 
During today’s celebration, Governor Patrick welcomed attendees and presented the 
official proclamation for Hispanic Heritage Month, which lasts from September 15 - 
October 15. The Governor was joined by David Morales, former Commissioner of 
healthcare policy and finance at the Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
and now Executive Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer at Steward Health Care; Joel 
Barrera, Deputy Director of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council and Jaenyffe I. 
Santos, a student at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and previous Intern at the 
Governor’s Western Massachusetts Office. Prior to the remarks, there was a display of 
Hispanic artists and musical expression, and an opportunity for networking to continue 
the advancement and collaboration in leadership roles. 
 
“The Governor’s Western Massachusetts Internship Program offered me an opportunity 
to work with an amazing group of people at the Department of Environmental 
Protection,” said Santos. “I was able to contribute my culture and overall experiences as 
a proud member of the Hispanic community to promote and advance the work of the 
agency.  My interactions with state government further shaped my education, 
professional aspirations and passion for environmental science.”   
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau data, there are 53 million Hispanics in the U.S. 
Massachusetts’ population is estimated at 6.6 million, of which over ten percent identify 
as Hispanic or Latino. The Latino population is rapidly growing; as such social issues 



similar to other minority communities are prevalent. The Patrick Administration has 
recognized the needs of this emerging community and continues to advance a range of 
social and public policies that have positively impacted the economic, social and 
political climate of Latinos. 
 
Governor Patrick’s proclamation recognizes that the nations of Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico and Chile, which all celebrate their 
independence between September 15 and September 18. According to the United 
States Library of Congress, National Hispanic Heritage Month is an opportunity for 
Americans to celebrate "the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens 
whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South 
America." First recognized as a week-long observation under President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, President Ronald Reagan later expanded the holiday from September 15 to 
October 15. 
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