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GOVERNOR PATRICK JOINS WORCESTER HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS AT “GO PUBLIC!” EVENT TO 
PROMOTE THE BENEFITS OF PUBLIC HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
Worcester Teens Meet Public College and University Students to Learn 
About Math & Science Majors and Careers at Public Higher Education 
Campuses Across Massachusetts 
 
WORCESTER – October 15, 2014 –Governor Deval Patrick today joined Secretary of 
Education Matthew Malone and students from Massachusetts Community Colleges, 
State Universities and the University of Massachusetts (UMass) to welcome 350 high 
school students to Worcester’s North High School to promote science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) majors and discuss the benefits of higher education at 
the Commonwealth’s 29 public campuses. Senior high school students from Worcester 
South, Worcester North and Burncoat High Schools attended today’s event. 
 
“The ‘Go Public!’ campaign to promote excellence and opportunity at our public colleges 
and universities, particularly STEM majors, is vital to the growth of the Commonwealth,” 
said Governor Patrick. “We are focused on educating and training the next generation to 
compete in the global workforce.” 
 
The statewide “Go Public!” campaign gives thousands of Massachusetts high school 
students a chance to connect with college students who have chosen to attend the 
state’s fifteen community colleges, nine state universities or five UMass campuses.  
This morning’s event at North High School in Worcester featured six student speakers 
from UMass Medical School, UMass Lowell, Quinsigamond Community College, Mount 
Wachusett Community College, Fitchburg State University and Worcester State 
University.  
 
Following the auditorium program, students had a chance to meet campus admissions 
representatives and learn more about careers in medicine, robotics, chemistry and 
engineering. Governor Patrick joined students for demonstrations of STEM-related 
subjects, including providing emergency care to mannequins and experimenting with 
game design. The U.S. Army Natick Solider Research Development and Engineering 
Center also sent a team of employees who are graduates of the state’s public higher 



education system to speak with students about their engineering jobs and their 
transition from college to career. 
 
“Massachusetts leadership is essential in the STEM fields if we are to remain 
competitive in a globalized and highly technological 21st century,” said Congressman 
Jim McGovern. “STEM represents a clear path forward in strengthening our economy 
and encouraging positive job growth, and I welcome Governor Patrick to Worcester for 
this important event.” 
 
Today’s event was co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Higher 
Education and GEAR UP, a federally funded program serving more than 7,000 students 
in seven high poverty districts including Worcester, Springfield, Lowell, Lawrence, 
Boston, New Bedford and Holyoke, with the goal of improving high school graduation 
rates and increasing enrollment and success in college and career.  
 
“The Massachusetts economy runs on STEM – this is where the job opportunities of the 
future will be found,” said Secretary Malone. “The ‘Go Public!’ events bring college 
students and high school students together to educate them on the college and career 
options that are available to them.” 
 
“Whether a student plans to study psychology or criminal justice or engineering, all 
students must be ready to embrace math and science when they arrive on our public 
campuses,” said Commissioner of Higher Education Richard Freeland. “The ‘Go Public!’ 
events give high school students a chance to learn more about our public higher 
education system and the many opportunities they may wish to pursue in STEM and 
other disciplines.”  
 
“Many students in our GEAR UP program will be the first in their families to attend 
college,” said GEAR UP Massachusetts Director Robert Dais. “We know that the 
majority of jobs in Massachusetts require college credentials, so we’re grateful to our 
public colleges and universities for taking time to help urban students build their ‘college 
knowledge.’”  
 
For more on the “Go Public!” campaign, please visit www.mass.edu/GoPublic 
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