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Understanding Grant Opportunities for Farms – Wednesday - 
Register Today 
 

Wednesday - December 10 - Potpourri Plaza, 243 King Street, Conference Room 234-
236, Northampton, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 
 
This session will help you decide which grant and incentives programs might be a good 
fit for your farm. Learn to navigate the application processes for federal and state grant 
programs, as well as how to write successful grant proposals that speak to funders’ 
priorities and make a strong case for their support. Melissa Adams from the MA Dept. of 
Agricultural Resources will discuss state grant programs and grant-writing tips for farms. 
Vince Snyder from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will go over a 
range of NRCS programs and other federal grants. RSVP information and details here. 
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USDA Extends Application Deadline for Dairy Margin 
Protection Program to December 19 
 
 Dairy producers urged to act now to protect their businesses against unpredictable 
market swings, take advantage of increased protections offered in first year of program 
  
U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced that the 
application deadline for the dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP) will be extended 
until Dec. 19, 2014. The program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, protects 
participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of 
milk and feed costs – falls below levels of protection selected by the applicant. 
 
“The 2014 Farm Bill created these safety net programs to provide safeguards against the 
uncertainty of weather and markets, but this safety net is not automatic. Producers 
must visit their local Farm Service Agency office to enroll before December 19,” said 
Vilsack. “Despite the best forecasts, weather and markets can change, so a modest 
investment today can protect against unexpected losses tomorrow.”  
 
“For just $100, a farmer can cover 90 percent of production at $4 margin swings, and 
with affordable incremental premiums, dairy farmers can cover up to $8 margin 
swings,” said Vilsack. “Those who apply this year will receive a slight increase in 
production protection that will not be available in the future. Farmers who do not sign 
up for the Margin Protection Program for 2015 will forfeit the 1 percent base production 
increase. For a 400 cow operation, this would equate to an additional 80,000 pounds of 
milk that are eligible for coverage. It's a small step to take to ensure your business is 
covered.” 
  
Vilsack encourages producers to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy 
operation. They can type in specific operation data and explore price projections and 
market scenarios to determine what level of coverage is best for them. They can also 
compare the data to see how the program would have helped in previous years, such as 
2008, when margins dropped from $8 to $3 in just three months. The online resource is 
on a secure website that can be accessed from computers, mobile phones or tablets, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
To learn more about the Margin Protection Program for dairy, contact your local USDA 
Farm Service Agency county office at offices.usda.gov or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
Back to top 
 

 
 

Attention Current and Past Dairy Farmers: Milk Producer’s 
Security Fund Reimbursement 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (the Department) is currently 
working on the reimbursement of funds paid into the Milk Producer’s Security Fund, a 
fund established in 1984 under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 10 Section 48 to 
serve as a security net for Massachusetts’ independent dairy 
producers.  Reimbursement payments are expected to be made in early 2015.  Several 
contributing producers still remain unidentified, and the Department is asking for 
assistance in locating these producers.  Past dairy producers who may have contributed 
to the Milk Producer Security Fund or anyone with information relative to those who 
may have paid in are strongly encouraged to contact Catherine de Ronde as soon as 
possible at (617) 626-1811 or Catherine.de.Ronde@state.ma.us.  For more information, 
please click here. 
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2014 Winter Moth Survey 
 

It’s that time of year again: winter moths and 
other related species have started to show up 
at porch lights across the state. The winter 
moth (Operophtera brumata) is an invasive 
species first discovered in Massachusetts in 
the 1990s. Winter moth caterpillars are highly 

efficient tree defoliators, often stripping the leaves of oaks, maples and other hardwood 
trees down to lacy skeletons. 
 
In mid-to-late fall, at a time of year where insect activity is practically at a standstill, 
these small brown winter moths will be seen across the eastern half of the state, 
sometimes congregating at porch lights by the hundreds. There are other similar-looking 
native moths active at this time of year, such as the Bruce spanworm moth and the fall 
cankerworm moth, but they are typically not seen in such large numbers. While the 
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state does not regulate winter moth, some towns/cities do tree treatments, and the 
Elkinton Lab at University of Massachusetts Amherst currently has a biological control 
program underway. Male and female winter moth. Females have tiny, vestigial wings 
and are flightless. 
 
If you see winter moths this November or December, we’d like to hear from you using 
the survey below. The information you share will help assess the distribution of this 
invasive pest in our state. Click here for survey. 
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Urban Agriculture Online Course 
 

UMass Sustainable Food and Farming Program is offering an Urban Agriculture course 
during the upcoming winter break.  Students will learn about innovative production 
methods and critical social, economic, and environmental dimensions of modern day 
urban agriculture. Multi-media presentations by the instructor, articles and videos 
online, and a custom, library research guide provide a strong foundation for students to 
investigate important topics and evaluate the performance of real life urban farm 
systems. The course will consist of readings, videos, quizzes, and research assignments 
in which students critically assess major strengths, weaknesses and issues of 21st 
century urban farm systems. Read more at  http://sustfoodfarm.org/online-
classes/urban-ag/.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact the instructor, Helena Farrell at 
hfarrell@larp.umass.edu.  
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Whole Farm Revenue Protection Insurance Now Available 

 
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) insurance is now available for the 2015 crop 
year. The policy allows producers to insure between 50 to 85 percent of their whole 
farm revenue. WFRP replaces and enhances the coverage offered previously through 
the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) and Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR)-Lite policies. 
WFRP allows growers to insure a variety of crops at once instead of one commodity at a 
time while providing the option of embracing more crop diversity, helping support the 
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production of a wider variety of foods and making crop insurance more affordable for 
producers, including fruit and vegetable growers and organic farmers and ranchers. 
 
WFRP insurance includes a wide range of available coverage levels, coverage for 
replanting, provisions that increase coverage for expanding operations, a higher 
maximum amount of coverage, and the inclusion of market readiness costs in the 
coverage. WFRP is tailored for any farm with up to $8.5 million in insured revenue, 
including farms with specialty or organic commodities (both crops and livestock), or 
those marketing to local, regional, farm-identity preserved, specialty, or direct markets. 
The new policy will also  provide a whole-farm premium subsidy to farms with two or 
more commodities as long as minimum diversification requirements are met, which 
means purchasing crop insurance will be more affordable for producers. 
 
If you are interested in WFRP but do not have 5 years of tax records for your farm, 
consider protecting your crops individually, with crop specific policies by crop insurance 
or NAP (from FSA). Each of these protection programs were significantly improved by 
the farm bill and now offer buy-up protection policies. The UMass Extension Crop 
Insurance/Risk Management Education Program will be discussing WFRP in greater 
detail at upcoming events throughout the coming months. More information on WFRP 
can e found at www.rma.usda.gov/policies/wfrp.html. 
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*For our ongoing list of events and workshops, visit and bookmark: 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/events/. 
 

 
  

   
  

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its 
four divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal 
Health, and Crop and Pest Services – MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich 
diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and 
environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in 
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit MDAR’s website at 
mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/MDARCommish. 
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