
The Board of Registration of Social Workers today announced enforcement actions
against the following individuals:

Andrew M. Aaron, South Dartmouth: The Board entered into a consent
agreement with Aaron, resolving allegations that he failed to keep proper records
during the treatment of a patient.  Under the terms of the agreement, Aaron agreed to
have his license placed on probation for one year, during which time he is required to
practice under the supervision of a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker, and
to complete eight hours of continuing education coursework in clinical recordkeeping.

Liana Buccieri, Boston: The Board entered into a consent agreement with
Buccieri, resolving allegations that she violated Board-adopted ethical standards and
regulations.  Specifically, a review by the Board found that Buccieri failed to take
adequate measures to expose the unethical conduct of a colleague, Michelle Axelson,
through formal channels. Axelson, had her license suspended by the Board in 2012
for having a relationship with a client. Under the terms of the agreement, Buccieri
agreed to a reprimand of her license.

John Freienbergs, Shrewsbury: The Board entered into a consent agreement
with Freienbergs, resolving allegations that he failed to complete continuing education
courses required to renew his license.  Under the terms of the agreement,
Freienbergs agreed have his license placed on probation for a period of two years,
during which time he may only practice under the supervision of a Board-approved
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker.

Richard Isenberg, Holden: The Board entered into a consent agreement with
Isenberg, resolving allegations that he violated board regulations  when he entered a
plea bargain arrangement, under which he was found guilty of indecent exposure.
Under the terms of the agreement, Isenberg agreed to a two and half year
suspension of his license, the last two years of which will be stayed. For the duration
of his stayed suspension Isenberg may practice only under the supervision of a
Board-approved social worker

Allahna Kaj, Jamaica Plain: The Board entered into a consent agreement with
Kaj, resolving allegations that she violated Board-approved ethical standards and
regulations by continuing to stay in contact with a client following the completion of
treatment and later allowing the client to stay at her home.  Under the terms of the
agreement, Kaj agreed to have her license placed on supervised probation for a
period of two years, and to complete 15 additional hours of continuing education.

John A. Laneve, Jr., East Longmeadow: The Board entered into a consent
agreement with Laneve, resolving allegations that he violated ethical standards of
conduct relating to conflict of interest and privacy and confidentiality, and also violated
Board regulations while giving testimony during a probate court proceeding involving
two former clients.  Under the terms of the agreement, Laneve agreed to a reprimand
of his license and also agreed to complete 20 additional hours of continuing education
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in the legal and ethical aspects of practice, conflict of interest, and the intersection
between social work and the legal system.

Deborah Muyskens, Easthampton: By Final Decision and Order, the Board
placed Muyskens’ social worker license on supervised probation for a period of two
years, and ordered her to take 20 additional hours of continuing education beyond
those required for license renewal. The Board found that Muyskens failed to adhere
to her legal obligations and failed to promote the wellbeing of a client by allowing a
minor client to operate a motor vehicle without a license, while also allowing a minor
client to ride in a vehicle without a safety belt.

Wayne E. Nichols, Edgartown:  The Board secured the voluntary surrender of
Nichols’ expired social worker license.  The surrender stemmed from allegations that
Nichols pleaded guilty to the crime of Assault and Battery, and made an admission to
sufficient facts to the crime of Unnatural Acts in Barnstable Superior Court. Under the
terms of the agreement, Nichols agreed not to seek re-licensure for a period of three
years. 

Maria Pereyra, Lawrence: The Board entered into a consent agreement with
Pereyra, resolving allegations that she engaged in the unlicensed practice of social
work from 2007 through 2008, and treated clients while employed by Arbour
Counseling Services in Lawrence.  Under the terms of the agreement, Pereyra
agreed to refrain from engaging in the practice of social work until she becomes
licensed or is otherwise exempted from licensure and to pay a $1,000 fine. 

Katherine Stroud, Somerville: The Board entered into a consent agreement
with Stroud, resolving allegations that she engaged in a sexual relationship with a
former patient.  Under the terms of the agreement, Stroud agreed to a one year
suspension of her license and to receive weekly therapy from a Board-approved
provider during the suspension period.  Following the successful completion of the
suspension period, Stroud may petition to have her license reinstated at which time
her license will be placed on probation for a period of two years.  

Andrew W. Young, Lompoc, CA:  By Final Decision and Order, the Board
revoked Young’s license to practice as a social worker as well as the right to renew
his license.  The Board found that Young has been convicted in United States District
Court, District of Alaska, of the offense of Sexual Exploitation of a Child (production
and attempted production of child pornography) and Receipt and Attempted Receipt
of child pornography.  

Monica Zicuis, Dudley: By Final Decision and Order by Default, the Board
revoked Zicuis’ license to practice social work as well as the right to renew her
license. The Board found that Zicuis had stolen more than $13,000 from elderly
clients she had previously worked with Webster Manor Nursing Home in Webster.

The Board of Registration of Social Work protects the public through regulation of the
practice of social work in Massachusetts by holding meetings, hearing complaints, and
taking action as required with the assistance of the Division of Professional Licensure's
(DPL) legal counsel and investigative unit. The Board also determines eligibility for and
conducts examinations of candidates for licensure, approving qualified individuals to
practice at one of four levels: Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW);
Licensed Certified Social Worker (LCSW); Licensed Social Worker (LSW), and; Licensed
Social Work Associate (LSWA). Currently, there are about 22,510 individuals licensed to



work in the social worker profession in Massachusetts.

The Division of Professional Licensure (DPL) is a regulatory agency within the Office of
Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation. The agency is responsible for ensuring
regulatory compliance and the integrity of the licensing process for more than 370,000
licensees in trades and professions under the jurisdiction of 31 boards of registration.
DPL also licenses and regulates private occupational schools.

Consumers are urged to visit the DPL’s website at www.mass.gov/dpl and select the
“Check a Professional License” link to determine whether a professional with whom they
may do business is licensed and in good standing. Follow DPL on Twitter @MassDPL.
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