
GARDNER – Wednesday, September 17, 2014 – Patrick Administration officials today
joined trial court, Department of Correction, state and local officials and public utility
representatives to celebrate the completion of energy efficiency projects at the North
Central Correctional Institute (NCCI) and the Gardner District Court as part of the
Commonwealth’s Accelerated Energy Program (AEP) and to recognize the energy
efficiency projects underway in Central Massachusetts and at trial courts and correctional
facilities across the Commonwealth.

AEP is a program launched by the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) and the
Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) in 2012 that aims to
initiate energy efficiency projects at 700 state sites in 700 days. To date, energy projects
have already been completed or initiated at 608 of these sites across the state, with 105
days remaining. All projects are expected to be initiated by December 31, 2014.

“This partnership between DOER and DCAMM is yielding significant results for state
agencies and helping us meet the Commonwealth’s energy, environmental and economic
goals,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Undersecretary for Energy Mark Sylvia.
“The AEP investment of more than $35 million in the north central region of the
Commonwealth is taking a serious bite out of electricity and natural gas use, as well as
greenhouse gas emissions.”

“Under the leadership of Governor Patrick through the AEP program Massachusetts has
secured its place as a leader in energy efficiency,” said Commissioner Carole Cornelison
of the Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance. “This program ensures
that state buildings are held to the highest standards, increasing efficiency and reducing
our carbon footprint.”

The $98,000 project at Gardner District Court is one of 10 state facilities in the region
and 49 trial court sites throughout Massachusetts that have initiated or have completed
efficiency retrofits under AEP.  This project includes a variety of measures, including the
replacement of existing lighting, ballasts and fixtures with more efficient alternatives,
installation of sensors designed to shut lights off when not in use, installation of centrally
controlled programmable thermostats and installation of entryway air sealing and
weatherstripping. AEP projects across the trial court system will reduce annual energy
and water bills by more than $833,000.

The $13 million energy project at NCCI Gardner prison facility will eliminate the use of
approximately 700,000 gallons a year of fuel oil and save more than 7 million gallons of
water a year. These initiatives will reduce energy and water costs by more than $1
million per year. The prison is also home to two 1.65 megawatt wind turbines, which
generate more than 9 million kWh per year and reduce energy bills by about $1.3 million.
Together, these projects will reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 8,700 metric
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tons per year, equivalent to removing more than 1,840 vehicles from the road. The
Commonwealth has invested a total of $23 million in energy conservation initiatives at
this site.

“We're pleased the Department of Correction (DOC) is one of the state agencies chosen
to save taxpayers money by participating in the Accelerated Energy Program. Some of
the conservation measures at the correctional facility in Gardner include conversion from
oil to gas, window upgrades, new insulation and replacing steam laundry dryers with
natural gas dryers just to name a few,” said Carol Higgins O'Brien, Commissioner of the
Massachusetts Department of Correction.

Across the north central region, AEP will invest more than $35 million in energy
efficiency and renewable energy projects at 10 state sites including courthouses,
community colleges, prisons, state parks and police stations, resulting in annual energy
cost reductions at these facilities of approximately $1.6 million. Annually, these projects
will reduce use of electricity by approximately11.5 million kWh and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by about 9,800 metric tons annually, the equivalent of removing more than
2,000 cars from the road each year.

“I am very excited to see the Accelerated Energy Program implemented in our
community.  Partnering and planning with state facilities to make energy efficient
improvements will not only save taxpayer dollars over time, but will create lasting
changes for future generations,” said Senator Jennifer Flanagan (D-Leominster)

AEP energy efficiency investments across the Commonwealth will total more than $400
million, reducing annual energy costs by more than $40 million and decreasing state
government GHG emissions by 135,000 metric tons. The statewide projects will replace
hundreds of older, inefficient heating and cooling systems with state-of-the-art HVAC
equipment, improve lighting, install high efficiency motors and drives and tighten building
envelopes.

AEP is a key component to meeting the Leading by Example (LBE) goals. Set by
Governor Patrick in a 2007 Executive Order, goals for state government operations
under LBE include:

 Reduce GHG emissions by 40 percent by 2020

Reduce energy consumption by 35 percent by 2020

Procure 30 percent of energy consumption from renewable sources by 2020

Nearly $270 million of the AEP is funded through the Patrick Administration’s Clean
Energy Investment Program (CEIP). CEIP-funded investments are recovered through the
energy savings generated by the projects, thereby reducing the use of taxpayer dollars
on these important projects that reduce energy waste, operating costs and greenhouse
gas emissions while also strengthening Massachusetts’ economy. Other funding comes
from utility incentives and state bonds.

The Patrick Administration’s aggressive clean energy initiatives have made
Massachusetts a leader in energy efficiency, renewable energy and emissions reductions.
The American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) has named
Massachusetts number one for three years running. Governor Patrick set a new solar
goal after reaching the previous goal of 250 megawatts four years early. The
Commonwealth now aims to install 1,600 megawatts of solar capacity by 2020. The

http://www.mass.gov/anf/property-mgmt-and-construction/facilities-mgmt-and-maintenance/energy-and-sustainability/accelerated-energy-program/


clean energy revolution is yielding economic benefits as well, with 11.8 percent job
growth in the last year and 24 percent growth in the last two years; nearly 80,000
people are employed in the cleantech industry in Massachusetts.


