
Property acquisition conserves wildlife habitat, protects water supply and offers public
recreation space

GROVELAND – Friday, October 31, 2014 – Patrick Administration officials today joined
state and local officials and land conservation advocates to celebrate the protection of 96
acres of land in Groveland and Georgetown, furthering the Commonwealth’s historic
investment in open space.

“This property and the surrounding land is exceptional habitat for many different types of
turtles and other wildlife,” said Department of Fish and Game Commissioner Mary Griffin.
“I thank our partners for helping us to protect habitat, restore wildlife and provide
recreational opportunities for people such as fishing, hunting and wildlife observation.”

The conservation complex is noted for its reptiles and amphibians, abundance of wetland
areas and undeveloped nature. Colloquially called “Turtleland,” the area is one of the top
habitats in Massachusetts for the threatened Blanding’s turtle and salamanders. Many
common wildlife species, including white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, waterfowl, beaver,
spotted turtles and snapping turtles also inhabit the area. The property contains three
certified vernal pools, a large beaver pond, Grindle Brook and a stream.

The $795,000 acquisition by the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
increases the agency’s area holdings to approximately 170 acres. The land was acquired
through state open space bond funds and the Wildlands Stamp Fund. The Wildlands
Stamp Fund receives $5.00 from the sale of each freshwater fishing, hunting and
trapping license sold in Massachusetts.

Since taking office, Governor Deval Patrick has made a historic investment of more than
$360 million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks,
preserving working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat.
This investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of
land and the renovation or creation of more than 190 parks. The new parks and open
space created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of
the Commonwealth’s population.

###

Follow EEA's Secretary Bartlett on Twitter — View EEA's photos on Flicker — View
EEA's videos on YouTube

View EEA's Energy Smarts blog — View EEA's The Great Outdoors blog — Visit
EEA'swebsite
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