
SALISBURY- Friday, October 31, 2014 – Patrick Administration officials today announced
the completion of marsh restoration construction efforts at Town Creek, a tributary of the
Merrimack River, continuing efforts to prepare the Commonwealth’s infrastructure for the
impacts of climate change while preserving important natural habitats.

After major weather events in 2005, 2006 and 2007 flooded several businesses and
closed Route 1 for days, the Patrick Administration’s Division of Ecological Restoration
(DER) partnered with the town, federal agencies and local businesses to develop this
habitat restoration and flood mitigation project for the Town Creek system. The
completion of the construction of two new culverts and tide-gates will begin the process
of restoration of the Town Creek Marsh.

“This project demonstrates how an environmental restoration project can also help
safeguard our transportation infrastructure and local businesses,” said Energy and
Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett. “The Patrick Administration
is proud to support this project and to continue leading the nation in helping cities and
towns preparing for the impacts of climate change. This work could not have been
accomplished without our many partners on the federal, state, local and non-profit
sectors and I thank them for their efforts.”

The creek is crossed by an abandoned rail bed and Route 1. As a replacement for the
original bridge over the creek, a granite culvert with a tide gate was installed in the rail
bed in the late 1800’s to help protect upstream areas against flooding. The tide gate also
prevented salt water from entering upstream tidal wetlands, resulting in severe
impairment of these coastal habitats.

“Improved habitat, especially salt marsh, supports a range of wildlife adapted to salt
marsh conditions including fish, shellfish and wading birds,” said Department of Fish and
Game Commissioner Mary Griffin. “The fish passage improvements will benefit striped
bass, mummichog and other fish and also improve conditions for anglers and shellfish
harvesters.”

Project construction replaced the existing culvert with two larger culverts using modern
tide control gates. The project will reduce the risk of flooding to upstream properties by
improving the town's ability to manage water levels within the system. The design will
enhance tidal flushing to 55 acres of the estuary, improving water quality and habitat
conditions for many important species of fish, birds and other wildlife. Town Creek Marsh
is part of the 20,000-acre Great Marsh that spans from Hampton, New Hampshire to
Gloucester, Massachusetts.

Funding for the Town Creek Restoration and Flood Control Project was provided from
state and federal resources, including a $250,000 environmental bond bill appropriation
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from the Commonwealth and an $800,000 pre-disaster mitigation grant from Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), allocated by the Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR) and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA).

“DCR is thrilled to be a part of the restoration process for the Town Creek Marsh, which
provides protection for local businesses and surrounding areas that have been damaged
several times before,” said DCR Commissioner Jack Murray. “This project exemplifies
the importance of working together within state government and collaborating with local
communities to support a common goal.”

According to recent report from ICF International, in addition to the extensive benefits to
water quality and aquatic habitat, the Town Creek restoration project will result in almost
$2.5 million in avoided flood losses over the next 30 years. Most of those losses would
have otherwise been borne by local businesses in the form of damaged assets and lost
inventory and sales.

"This new infrastructure for flood protection is possible because of a successful
partnership between the town, local property owners, state and federal agencies, as well
as state and federal funding," said State Senator Kathleen O'Connor Ives. "Having this in
place will reduce future property loss and damage due to flooding, and restore the Town
Creek Marsh, which, as part of the Great Marsh system, is critical for flood protection,"
said State Senator Kathleen O'Connor Ives.

“An incredible collaboration of local, state and federal resources and hard work by
several staff people has brought this project to a successful conclusion,” said Neil
Harrington, Town Manager of Salisbury. “The Town is grateful to everyone involved.”

Since taking office, Governor Deval Patrick has made a historic investment of more than
$360 million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks,
preserving working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat.
This investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of
land and the renovation or creation of more than 190 parks. The new parks and open
space created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of
the Commonwealth’s population.


