
BOSTON – Thursday, November 20, 2014 – With holiday season in full swing,
the Patrick Administration encourages everyone to support local farmers by
purchasing holiday favorites such as cranberries, turkeys, potatoes, pumpkins,
winter squash and apple cider made and grown in Massachusetts.  

“As the Commonwealth’s families gather at home for the holidays, we
encourage them to shop locally,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett. “Celebrate the season and support our
communities by adding Massachusetts-produced goods to your holiday meals
and gift-giving festivities.”

“The holiday season is the perfect time for friends and families to celebrate
the bounty of Massachusetts-grown products,” said Massachusetts Department
of Agricultural Resources (DAR) Commissioner Greg Watson.  “Holiday
farmers’ markets offer a variety of food and gifts that showcase the diversity of
our state and they are a perfect way for consumers to keep their dollars local
and support our family farms this holiday season.”

DAR’s MassGrown & Fresher website can help you build your all-local grocery
list. Use the site’s Agri-Google map tool to search for all of the trimmings for
your holiday table, including farm-raised turkeys, seasonal vegetables,
farmstead cheese and local wines. Some farmers’ markets are still open
through November and you can search for winter farmers’ markets, Christmas
tree farms and peruse DAR’s culinary and agricultural calendar of events. Use
DAR’s local holiday food buying guide for additional local holiday food & gift
ideas.

Holiday Markets:  
Many communities organize holiday farmers’ markets that offer a variety of
locally grown, produced and prepared food from farmers and food producers.
These markets not only offer fresh fruits and vegetables, wine, cheese, eggs,
meat, poultry, baked goods and preserves, but also hand-crafted gifts and
holiday decorations made by local artisans. Below is a list of upcoming holiday
markets.

Saturday, November 22, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.: Braintree Holiday
Farmers’ Market, Braintree Town Hall, 1 JFK Memorial Drive.

Saturday, November 22, 8 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Wellfleet
Thanksgiving Market, Wellfleet Preservation Hall.

Saturday, November 22 & December 13, 10 a.m. – 2
p.m.: Berkshire Grown Holiday Farmers’ Market, Great Barrington,
Monument Valley Middle School

Sunday, November 23 & December 14, 10 a.m. – 2

For Immediate Release - November 20, 2014

MASSACHUSETTS AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS HIGHLIGHT
HOLIDAY FARMERS’ MARKETS

http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/map.htm
http://massnrc.org/farmlocator/map.aspx?Type=Farmers%20Markets
http://massnrc.org/farmlocator/map.aspx?Type=Winter%20Markets
http://massnrc.org/farmlocator/map.aspx?Product=Christmas%20Trees
http://massnrc.org/farmlocator/map.aspx?Product=Christmas%20Trees
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/calendar.htm
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/holiday-page.htm
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/holiday-page.htm
http://braintreefarmersmarket.org/events/
http://braintreefarmersmarket.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1386466091644157/?notif_t=plan_user_invited
https://www.facebook.com/events/1386466091644157/?notif_t=plan_user_invited
http://berkshiregrown.org/holiday-farmers-markets-2014-2015/


p.m.: Berkshire Grown Holiday Farmers’ Market, Williams College Towne
Field House, Williamstown.

Sunday, November 23 & December 14, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Norwell
Holiday Farmers’ Market, South Shore Natural Science Center.

 Sunday, November 23, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: America’s Hometown
Thanksgiving Celebration Harvest Market, DCR Pilgrim Memorial Park,
Plymouth.

Monday, November 24, 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.: Beverly Holiday Farmers’
Market, 200 Rantoul Street.

Tuesday, November 25, 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.: Lexington Farmers’
Market FEASTival, Seasons Four, 1265 Massachusetts Avenue.

Harvest Festival:  
For a unique and authentic New England harvest celebration head out to Red
Apple Farm, who is part of DAR’s APR Improvement Program (AIP), where
Massachusetts farms and food businesses offer everything you’ll need for your
Thanksgiving table; all under one roof. An authentic New England harvest
celebration not to be missed!

Saturday, November 22 & Sunday, November 23, 10 a.m. – 4
p.m.: 12th Annual Thanksgiving Harvest Festival, Red Apple Farm,
Philipston.

Winter Farmers’ Markets:  
There are nearly 43 winter markets operating across Massachusetts this
season. Fresh produce at winter farmers’ markets include winter squash,
turnips, potatoes, carrots, apples and onions. Farmstead cheese, eggs, meat,
fish, honey, maple products, apple cider, wine and a wide array of locally
made specialty foods such as baked goods, jams and sauces are also
available.

Many winter farmers’ markets are located indoors for the comfort of both
shoppers and vendors. Some are running weekly, while others are open bi-
weekly or monthly and most run through early spring.

According the USDA 2012 Agricultural Census, Massachusetts generated $48
million in direct market sales of agricultural products, an increase of 12% since
2007. The Patrick administration has worked diligently to foster and preserve
farmers and food producers across the Bay State.   Many participate in DAR
grant and marketing programs designed to provide technical assistance and
business planning, as well as to develop and expand the market for
Massachusetts products.  

The Patrick Administration is committed to growing the agriculture economy.
More than $55 million has been invested in the APR program, resulting in the
permanent protection of more than 180 farms and more than 10,000 acres. In
addition, $7 million has been put towards farmer training, business
development, on-farm energy efficiency and more. The Commonwealth has
also launched one of the nation’s first state-funded urban farming initiatives,
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ranks fifth in the nation for direct market sales, hosts 134 farmers’ markets that
accept SNAP and since 2007 has seen a 95 percent increase in Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) and growth in agri-tourism sales of 127 percent.

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in
Massachusetts. Through its four divisions – Agricultural Conservation &
Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health and Crop and Pest
Services – DAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of
the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and
environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures and fulfill
agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more information,
visit DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and follow
attwitter.com/mdarcommish.
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