
$1.5 million in grants to enhance natural protection from storm damage, reduce erosion
and flooding impacts

BOSTON – Monday, December 1, 2014 – The Patrick Administration today announced
$1.5 million in funding to reduce risks associated with coastal storms, erosion and sea
level rise through natural and non-structural approaches, continuing Governor Deval
Patrick’s $50 million investment in climate change preparedness. Grants were awarded
to Chilmark, Gloucester, Plymouth, Salem, Save Popponesset Bay, Inc., Scituate and
Westport.

“With these grants, the Patrick Administration is providing direct support to local projects
that design and implement sustainable approaches to addressing climate change
impacts,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Maeve Vallely Bartlett. “These
innovative, community-based projects protect vulnerable coastal development while
maintaining natural shoreline systems such as floodplains, wetlands, beaches and dunes
both now and in the future.”

The Green Infrastructure for Coastal Resilience Grants Program, administered by EEA’s
Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM), provides funding and technical resources for
local efforts to increase natural storm damage protection and flood and erosion control.
Grants can be used for planning, feasibility assessment, design, permitting, construction
and monitoring of green infrastructure projects that use natural approaches as a viable
alternative to increased armoring with structures like seawalls and groins. Projects funded
this year include building and enhancing dunes and beaches, planting beach grass and
other erosion-control vegetation, restoring coastal floodplain and creating salt marsh
habitat.

“Working to enhance the storm damage prevention and habitat functions of natural
landscapes is an important approach for increasing climate change resiliency,” said CZM
Director Bruce Carlisle. “From restoring beaches and dunes to creating new salt
marshes, the green infrastructure projects proposed by these municipalities and
nonprofits will reduce erosion and flood damage to developed areas while enhancing
beaches, dunes and other natural shoreline systems that themselves provide shoreline
protection, as well as habitat, recreational value and so much more.”

In the pilot round of Green Infrastructure for Coastal Resilience Grants, which were
awarded in April 2014, nearly $1.3 million was awarded to nine communities. The
following seven projects will be funded through the current grant round:

Town of Chilmark
Project: Squibnocket Town Beach Expansion and Restoration, $280,000
The town will continue work to expand and restore Squibnocket Town Beach and
relocate the beach parking area to a location naturally protected from erosion. The
project will support the Squibnocket Farm Homeowner’s Association’s plan to construct
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an elevated roadway that provides enhanced public access and protection for a coastal
road.

City of Gloucester
Project: Little River Floodplain and Habitat Restoration, $310,000
The city will re-establish a coastal floodplain by removing obsolete concrete structures
and fill associated with the original operations of the West Gloucester Water Treatment
Plant. To provide additional storm damage protection to the shoreline and improve
habitat for estuarine species, salt marsh will be created using bioengineering techniques.

Town of Plymouth
Project: Cobble Nourishment of Washover Areas at Plymouth Long Beach, $279,080
The town will fill seven severely eroded washover areas on Long Beach with rounded
cobbles to increase storm damage protection and flood control for Plymouth Harbor. The
cobble is of similar size and texture to the existing beach sediment and is less
susceptible to erosion than sand.

City of Salem
Project: Green Infrastructure Feasibility Assessment, $75,000
The city will identify sites that are vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and
evaluate the feasibility of green infrastructure enhancements at these sites. Three sites
are expected to be selected for detailed analysis, including conceptual designs of the
green infrastructure enhancements, required permitting and estimation of the cost and
timing of implementation.

Save Popponesset Bay, Inc.
Project: Improving the Coastal Resilience of Popponesset Spit and Bay, $194,188
Save Popponesset Bay, with support from the Town of Mashpee, Mass Audubon Society
and Popponesset Beach Association, will evaluate, design and seek permits for an
alternative beach nourishment and dune restoration strategy to stabilize and restore
habitat for the publicly accessible barrier beach on Popponesset Spit.

Town of Scituate
Project: North Scituate Beach Nourishment, $241,163
The town will complete all necessary local, state and federal permits for future sand,
gravel and cobble nourishment along 2,800 feet of severely eroding public beach at
Glades and Surfside Roads in North Scituate. This project follows up on a grant last year
to design the beach nourishment project.

Town of Westport
Project: Knubble Dune Restoration, $120,569
The town will rebuild 500 feet of dune within the eastern portion of Beach Avenue
leading out to the “Point of Rocks” to increase the capacity of the barrier beach system
to withstand storms and increasing sea level.

In January 2014, Governor Patrick announced a strategic plan to address the present
and future impacts of climate change in Massachusetts. The investments assess and
address vulnerabilities in public health, transportation, energy and the built environment.
The Green Infrastructure for Coastal Resilience Grant Program, along with the Coastal
Community Resilience Grant Program that is also administered by CZM, are important
and lasting local components of this climate preparedness plan.



The Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) is the lead policy and
planning agency on coastal and ocean issues within the Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs. Through planning, technical and grant assistance and public
information programs, CZM seeks to balance the impacts of human activity with the
protection of coastal and marine resources. The agency's work includes helping coastal
communities address the challenges of storms, sea level rise and other effects of climate
change; working with state, regional and federal partners to balance current and new
uses of ocean waters while protecting ocean habitats and promoting sustainable
economic development; and partnering with communities and other organizations to
protect and restore coastal water quality and habitats.
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100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114-2119 — (617) 626-1000 office /
(617) 626 1181 (fax)

http://www.twitter.com/masseea
http://www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/
http://www.mass.gov/blog/energy
http://www.mass.gov/blog/environment
http://www.mass.gov/eea

