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LAWRENCE – Thursday, December 11, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and
Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett and Lawrence Mayor Dan
Rivera today toured Ferrous Site, Spicket River Greenway, Manchester Street Park and
Campagnone Common, all park projects reflecting the more than $9 million invested in
parks and open space in Lawrence by the Patrick Administration.   

“Open space and outdoor recreation investments are a critical component of building
robust, healthy communities,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Governor Patrick has made urban
neighborhoods a top priority and the evidence of that is clear today in Lawrence and
across the Commonwealth.”

“Our parks and open spaces in the community have been greatly improved throughout
the Patrick Administration, a direct result of their continued support,” said Mayor Dan
Rivera. “They have played a key role in helping to make Lawrence better through their
investment in our parks and open spaces and the result is a better quality of life for our
residents.”

Secretary Bartlett presented a citation from Governor Deval Patrick to Heather McMann,
Executive Director of Groundwork Lawrence, in recognition of the organization's efforts to
expand access to outdoor recreation and make Lawrence a cleaner, greener and
healthier city.
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With its location at the confluence of the Merrimack and Spicket Rivers, the park at the
Ferrous Site will serve as a capstone to the Spicket River Greenway at its southern end.
The park will complement significant investments by the Executive Office of Housing and
Economic Development and the Massachusetts Department of Transportation in
Lawrence’s North Canal Historic District. The project is currently under construction and
the park is scheduled to be open to the public in the summer of 2015.

The Patrick Administration’s investments in Lawrence include a $2.6 million grant through
the Gateway City Parks Program for the design and construction of the Spicket River
Greenway, a 3.5 mile trail pedestrian and bicycle trail that opened in July 2013. The
Greenway connects parks, green spaces and community gardens through multiple
neighborhoods. In addition to helping the city of Lawrence and Groundwork Lawrence
with the design and construction of the Greenway, the Administration has funded
upgrades to the Oxford Paper Site Park, Misserville Park and Manchester Street Park,
which are situated along the Greenway.

The Administration has also invested more than $1.2 million for improvements to
Lawrence’s historic Campagnone (North) Common, a few blocks south of the Greenway.
The Common is currently under construction with a focus on upgrading pathways and
managing stormwater run-off for greater recreational and environmental values. This
project is being funded through a $400,000 Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for
Communities (PARC) grant.

“The Patrick Administration’s support has been key in realizing  the City’s and
Groundwork Lawrence’s joint efforts to increase access to parks, trails, gardens, and
open space," said Heather McMann, Executive Director, Groundwork Lawrence.  "Over
the years, we have seen the joy that each open space has brought to the community
and we are seeing real improvements in public health, economic development and the
environment.”

“Having clean, safe parks where Lawrence residents can gather will have the dual-effect
of revitalizing the North Canal Historic District and bringing our community closer
together,” said Senator Barry Finegold. “Thanks to the Governor and his administration
for their continued commitment to promoting open spaces in our neighborhoods and
cities.”

“I am extremely pleased that nine million dollars has been committed to parks and open
space projects in Lawrence,” said Representative Frank A. Moran “This is a great
investment in our community that promotes progress and prosperity among residents.”

Lawrence is one of seven cities to receive funding through the Governor’s Signature
Urban Parks program. Through these projects, the Patrick Administration seeks to
revitalize urban communities by opening up, or upgrading, green spaces for outdoor
recreation and improving access to natural resources such as waterways and historic
neighborhood landmarks.

To highlight the Patrick Administration’s strong commitment to recreation in the
Commonwealth’s cities, Secretary Bartlett will be touring park investments across the
state during the month of December, with remaining visits planned for Pittsfield,
Springfield and Worcester.

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving



working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population. For the 26 Gateway Cities, the new conservation land and
parks are within a 10 minute walk of over 500,000 residents – about 33% of all
residents.


