
PEABODY – Tuesday, December 23, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today announced $925,000 in funding for
the design and construction of the South Peabody Trail Network. With this
announcement, the Patrick Administration will have committed funding for park and open
space projects in all 26 Gateway Cities, through the Gateway City Parks Program. 
 
“Open space and outdoor recreation investments are a critical component of building
robust, healthy communities,” said Secretary Bartlett. “Governor Patrick has made urban
neighborhoods a top priority and the evidence of that is clear today in Peabody and
across the Commonwealth.”
 
“We are extremely grateful to the Patrick Administration and Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs Maeve Vallely Bartlett for selecting our project for Gateways City
Parks Program funding,” said Mayor Edward A. Bettencourt, Jr.  “The South Peabody
Trail Project will link approximately 300 acres of city-owned open space from Sydney’s
Pond to Spring Pond and will be a source of pride and enjoyment for generations of
Peabody residents.”  
 
The City of Peabody was formally designated a Gateway City by the Executive Office of
Housing and Economic Development (HED) in February 2013, making the City eligible to
participate in the Gateway City Parks Program. 
 
The South Peabody Trail network will connect existing open space resources, including
two ponds, a neighborhood park and a golf course, in a single integrated trail network. 
 
EEA is committing $925,000 towards the project, with the City contributing an additional
$230,000. Construction is scheduled to begin during the spring and continue through the
fall and winter, with the goal of reaching substantial completion by the end of 2015 with
some work carrying over into the spring of 2016.
 
Through the Our Common Backyards program, EEA is investing $200,000 in MacArthur
Park, which sits along the Spring Pond portion of the trail network.  The City is using this
funding to renovate an existing playground at this neighborhood park.
 
As part of the Administration’s focus on improving life in the 26 Gateway Cities, EEA
created the Gateway City Parks Program to assist these communities in expanding park
and open space opportunities. To date, the program has invested over $35 million for
park creation and revitalization projects across the Commonwealth, and will have
invested in projects in all of the Gateway Cities by the end of the Administration. In
addition to construction, the grants have supported site assessment and cleanup,
surveying, engineering and other services for future park creation or renovation.
 
EEA is investing an additional $21 million in new dedicated funding in Gateway Cities
through the Governor’s Signature Urban Parks initiative.  Between these two programs—
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both of which were created under Governor Patrick—EEA has committed over $56
million towards parks and open space projects in the Gateway Cities.
 
To highlight the Patrick Administration’s strong commitment to recreation in the
Commonwealth’s cities, Secretary Bartlett toured investments across the state.
 
“I would like to thank the Patrick Administration for its ongoing commitment to funding
improvements to local parks and open spaces in our Gateway communities,” said
Senator Joan Lovely. “This funding will complement the City’s investment in the South
Peabody Trail Network and will most certainly contribute to the public enjoyment of this
area for years to come.”
 
Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 210 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population. For the 26 Gateway Cities, the new conservation land and
parks are within a 10 minute walk of over 500,000 residents – about 33% of all
residents.
 


