
BOSTON – Wednesday, January 7, 2015 – The Patrick Administration today announced that $8.3 million will be
allocated in a second round of funding by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to support
Massachusetts ground fishermen following the 2014 federal disaster declaration. The Patrick Administration’s Division of
Marine Fisheries (DMF) filed the Commonwealth’s Phase 2 grant application with NOAA on October 24, 2014 and
advocated for its swift approval. Massachusetts is the first state in the nation to receive Phase 2 funding, which follow
the $6.3 million previously allocated during a Phase 1 distribution in August, 2014.

“This announcement represents another important step in providing the critical assistance needed to support our fishing
community as it copes with the ongoing fisheries disaster,” said Governor Deval Patrick. “Advocating on behalf of this
historic groundfish industry to ensure its short and long term vitality in the Commonwealth has been top priority
throughout my Administration. I am grateful to our federal partners at NOAA for distributing this aid and to the
Congressional Delegation for their partnership working on behalf of these fishing communities.”

Massachusetts today announced the approval of the Commonwealth’s Phase 2 grant application for $8.3 million in
federal disaster monies to the groundfish industry. These funds are a portion of the $75 million allocated by U.S.
Congress as part of its Fiscal Year 2014 budget to help with six fishery disasters around the country, of which
Massachusetts received $14.6 million. The Massachusetts groundfish industry makes up approximately 90 percent of the
New England groundfish fishery.

On October 24, 2014, the DMF submitted a final grant application to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for
approval of Phase 2 funding. This application represented significant stakeholder input, including a series of four public
meetings to engage fishermen and other stakeholders. DMF will utilize this funding to provide assistance to a broader
population impacted by the fisheries disaster in order to address the ripple effects felt throughout our fishing
communities. The Phase 2 aide will assist parts of the Massachusetts groundfish fishery not previously addressed by
Phase 1 aid to qualified federal permit holders, such as federal limited access multispecies permit holders, state permit
holders, for-hire groundfish permit holders, crew members and other members of the industry, and ensure the
groundfishing industry continues to be sustainable for future generations. The funding will be received by DMF in
January and will be disbursement immediately.

“Governor Patrick has been an unwavering advocate for the Massachusetts fishing industry and today’s announcement
reflects that ongoing commitment,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett. “This
funding will serve as a necessary resource as the industry addresses both the transition to catch shares and decline in
groundfish stocks.”

Governor Patrick first made a request to the Department of Commerce in November 2010, asking for direct economic
relief to the Massachusetts groundfish fleet for the impact caused by the transition to the catch shares system and
harvest cuts forced by changes in resource conditions. In November 2011, Governor Patrick renewed his request for
federal aid after the first was denied in January of that year. In 2012 the Secretary of Commerce declared the Northeast
groundfish fishery disaster to be the result of significant quota cuts anticipated for key groundfish stocks in the 2013
fishing year. Under federal fisheries law, the Commerce Secretary can declare a fishery disaster, which makes it
possible for Congress to appropriate funds to provide economic assistance to fishing businesses and communities,
including fishermen, affected by a disaster and to support other activities addressing the disaster. Governor Patrick
advocated for the allocation of disaster aid, along with the Massachusetts federal delegation and New England
Governors, throughout 2012 and 2013, until the $75 million appropriation was made.
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"No one has fought harder for disaster assistance for fishermen than Governor Patrick. The Massachusetts application
for the second round was the first complete application we received and it is in the approval pipeline right now,” said
John Bullard, NE Regional Administrator of NOAA Fisheries. “We expect the funds will be in the Commonwealth's
hands by the end of the month and we are working hard to make it sooner than that. Governor Patrick has worked
aggressively for short term economic relief for fishing families while at the same time supporting long term sustainable
fisheries that are so important to the working waterfronts of the Commonwealth."

“Massachusetts’s fishing communities have suffered in the last few years as the cod catch has shrunk,” said Senator
Edward J. Markey. “This influx of aid in the new year will provide some much needed relief to fishing crew members,
shoreside businesses and permit holders who were left out of the first round of assistance. While these funds will help
in the near term, we must continue to work for solutions that support strong seaside economies. Massachusetts has
depended on the ocean’s bounty since its beginnings, and it must remain a critical part of its future.”

“This long-delayed federal assistance is critical for many fishermen and shoreside businesses in the Commonwealth,
and I am glad it finally will be released,” Senator Elizabeth Warren said. “Massachusetts’ fishing families and
communities have been hit hard by the ongoing groundfish disaster, and this funding will provide some relief. I will
continue working with the congressional delegation and the industry to help address the challenges facing our fishermen
during these tough times.”

“I have repeatedly joined Senators Warren and Markey in urging NOAA to release the second phase of disaster
assistance for Massachusetts’ groundfishermen,” said Rep. Bill Keating, who represents Southeastern Massachusetts,
including Cape Cod and New Bedford. “It should not be taken lightly that there remain men and women across the
Commonwealth – and Northeast – who are relying on this funding as a lifeline. Any continued delay in disbursing these
funds is unacceptable.”

In the consensus distribution framework for the groundfish fishery developed by NOAA and the northeast state directors,
the available monies are being appropriated among the six states based on three themes. One-third was allocated for
direct assistance for federal permit holders, the one-third announced today will be split among the states and used to
address state-specific groundfish concerns, and one-third will be held back for development of a federally funded
buyout or industry-funded buyback. Approximately $11 million has been allocated to each theme.

In November 2013, the Small Business Administration approved Governor Patrick’s request for an economic injury
disaster declaration, making subsidized loans available to Massachusetts fishermen and fishing-related businesses.

DFG is responsible for promoting the conservation and enjoyment of the Commonwealth's natural resources. DFG
carries out this mission through land protection and wildlife habitat management, management of inland and marine fish
and wildlife species, and ecological restoration of fresh water, salt water, and terrestrial habitats. DFG promotes
enjoyment of the Massachusetts environment through outdoor skills workshops, fishing festivals and other educational
programs, and by enhancing access to the Commonwealth's rivers, lakes, and coastal waters.
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