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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: February 3, 2011 

1135 Tremont Street, Suite 420, Boston, MA 02120 

 

 

In Attendance: Antonia Blinn, Ana Maria Chacon, Jim Harrity, Marilyn Hughes, Barbara Krol-

Sinclair, Kathy Meagher, Peggie O’Hare, Stuart Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI 

Liaison), Julie Salois, Chris Sposato, Abby Weiss. Guests: Emma Kirkpatrick (Intern), 

Lurline Muñoz-Bennett (ESE-RIAC liaison), Gavin Pond (Mass PIRC).  

 

Absent: Laurie Carr, Kristine Donahue, Marsha Finkelstein, Pat Gorham, Kim Hunt, Joanne 

McCormick, Brian Middleton-Cox, Jen Pinto, Courtney Rizzo, Kristen Sullivan. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 10:30am by chair, Peggie O’Hare 

 

 Vote to approve 1/11/2011 meeting minutes tabled because quorum not present. 

 

 Updates from ESE 

o Kathy Rodriguez:  Staff involved with family and community engagement are 

scattered throughout the department.  ESE is assembling a list of key internal 

stakeholders, and everyone in the PCEI council is encouraged to send Kathy 

names of people in ESE who they think should be on that list because of their 

work with them on family and community engagement activities.   

o Some council members suggested that ESE make a separate “family-friendly” 

website following the example of Boston Public Schools and some other states.  

o Kathy R. didn’t think there would be funding to create and maintain an entirely 

separate site, but encouraged council members to send her links/resources that 

might be appropriate to add to the existing site.   

 

 Discussion of Racial Imbalance Advisory Council Meeting – Kristine Donahue, Jim 

Harrity, Peggie O’Hare, Kathy Rodriguez, and Abby Weiss attended.   

o PCEI and RIAC councils each received a slightly different charge from the 

commissioner.  After discussion, it was determined that the PCEI council has 

primary responsibility for recommendations for a resource guide with the RIAC 

council in a supporting role.  Peggie from PCEI and Karhis McLoughlin from 

RIAC will send letter to commissioner summarizing the results of the discussion. 

o RIAC will review the Fundamentals and return feedback on inclusiveness, 

completeness, etc. to PCEI 

o Other advisory councils such as the English Language Learners/ Bilingual 

Education Advisory Council, Special Education Advisory Council and 

Interdisciplinary Health and Human Services Advisory Council should be asked 

to do a similar review.   

o Abby suggests that National PTA should be asked for feedback.  

 

 Next Steps.  PCEI representatives and RIAC agreed that moving forward the councils 

should: 
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o Notify Commissioner of action plan based on his charges. 

o Seek out and incorporate feedback regarding inclusiveness and cultural 

competency of Fundamentals. 

o Revisit Fundamentals and Indicators to determine: 

 What resources are necessary to execute the Fundamentals. 

 Examples of Level 3 best practices for individual Fundamentals and 

indicators. 

o Ultimately produce culturally competent outline of resource guide for 

Commissioner including resource estimates and examples of best practice. 

 

 Discussion of next steps outlined above 

o Antonia asked when the outline should be finished.  RIAC would like to see it 

done as soon as possible, but no date was set. 

o It was agreed that feedback should be solicited from some other advisory 

councils, but that a strict deadline (possibly before the next council meeting) 

should be set so that the process can continue if responses aren’t received in a 

timely manner. Peggie asked if it would be possible to get feedback from RAIC 

by March. 

o Lurline said they would try, but thought that was an optimistic timeline. 

o Jim brought up that family engagement should be clearly defined.   

o Peggie passed around a previously drafted definition of family engagement, 

promised to email it to the council members, and asked for feedback and any 

suggestions to update the terminology to make it as current as possible. 

o Jim offered to have a small study conducted once the definition was tied to the 

indicators.  He suggested working with 10 high performing schools and 10 low-

performing schools. This would help determine the reliability and validity of the 

Fundamentals and Indicators.  

o Stu mentioned that it is often difficult to get honest, accurate responses from low 

performing schools. 

o Some council members felt that such a study is outside of the scope of the 

council’s current mandate, but that long term study is a good next step if the 

fundamentals are to become standards. 

o Jim stated that he might be interested in providing the resources for such a study 

independently of the council’s work. 

 

 

 Immediate tasks for council 

o Review fundamentals doc for typo/formatting/grammatical errors so that Peggie 

can create a final draft for distribution to the other advisory councils. 

o Review draft of Family Community Engagement introduction and make 

suggestions. 

o Think about what resources are required to implement the fundamentals. 

o Think of examples of family community engagement best practices.    

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:20. 

 

Submitted by Gavin Pond and Peggie O’Hare 


