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Parent Community Engagement and Involvement Advisory Council  

Meeting Minutes: March 8, 2011 

181 Boston Post Road West, Marlborough MA, 01752 

 

 

In Attendance: Antonia Blinn, Ana Maria Chacon, Kristine Coffey-Donahue, Jim Harrity, Kim 

Hunt, Joanne McCormick, Kathy Meagher, Brian Middleton-Cox, Peggie O’Hare, Stuart 

Peskin, Kathy Rodriguez (ESE PCEI Liaison), Kristen Sullivan, Abby Weiss. Guests: Alex 

Lilley, Gavin Pond.  

 

Absent: Robert Bouvier, Laurie Carr, Marsha Finkelstein, Pat Gorham, Mal Hughes, Barbara 

Krol-Sinclair, Jen Pinto, Courtney Rizzo, Julie Salois, Chris Sposato. 

 

Proceedings:  

   

 Meeting called to order at 9:00 am by chair, Peggie O’Hare 

 

 Updates from ESE 

o Letters will be sent to council members who have been absent for three or more  

consecutive meetings informing them that continued absence will be understood 

as voluntary resignation from the PCEI Advisory Council.  This step is being 

taken to make it easier to achieve quorum in council meetings 

o On the 15
th

 of February Anne Serino presented a five step action plan to improve 

the departments FCE efforts.  Tentatively, the steps are as follows:   

 Communication – establish a unified message and communications 

strategy 

 Coordination – coordinate programs within ESE involved in FCE work to 

establish a working group 

 Collaboration – connect with stakeholders outside of ESE, such as other 

state agencies and community organizations,  to utilize and coordinate 

existing resources 

 Capacity building – support and expand the knowledge base and skills of 

teachers, school personnel and families to do FCE work 

 Results – establish systems to evaluate results and incorporate the 

feedback from said evaluations 

o PCEI Chair may be invited along with other AC Chairs to the June ESE board 

meeting to present work in FCE. 

 

 Outreach to other Advisory Councils  

o  In addition to the Racial Imbalance Advisory Council, the English Language 

Learners/Bilingual Education Advisory Council, and the Special Education 

Advisory Council have shown interest in giving feedback on the Fundamentals.   

The Interdisciplinary Health Education and Human Services Advisory Council 

has not yet responded.  
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o Although the other councils are interested, most have only one or two more 

meetings remaining this year, so deliberations on feedback will have to get on 

their calendar soon.  

 

 Edits to Fundamentals 

o Fundamental 1 – the proposed changes to Indicator 1 Level 2 and Indicator 3 

Levels 1 and 3 were voted on and unanimously approved 

o Fundamental 3 – after some deliberation the following changes were made. 

 Indicator 3 Level 1 was changed from:    
 
“Families understand the importance of supporting their children’s learning at home and provide the resources for children to 

complete homework and other learning assignments. The school has a clear homework policy and helps families to understand 

how they can follow this policy at home.”  

 

To: 

 
“To help families understand how they can reinforce learning at home, the school has a clear home-school partnership* and 

homework policy.  The school helps families support their children’s learning at home and provide resources for children to 

complete homework and other learning assignments.”       

* For Title I schools, this must be a signed Home-School Compact. 

 

 In Indicator 4 Level 1 “out-of-school-time activities” was changed to 

“opportunities that are available outside school hours” 

 In Indicator 4 Level 2 “out-of-school-time activities” was changed to  

“home, school, and community-based learning opportunities” 

 Indicator 4 Level 3 was changed from “the school partners with diverse 

community organizations, local businesses, and families to provide after 

school programs and vocational opportunities for children and families at 

workplaces and in the community” to “the school actively collaborates 

with diverse community organizations, local businesses, and families to 

provide learning opportunities. These programs are aligned with learning 

standards and contribute to measurable student achievement.” 

 

o Fundamental 5  

 The “school” was changed throughout this fundamental to “the school and 

district.” 

 In Indicator 2 “under-represented groups and disenfranchised families” 

was changed to “under-represented and under-served families” in all three 

Levels. 

 In Indicator 3 Level 1 was changed from “It [the school] begins to identify 

necessary skills and develop plans to implement training” to “The school 

utilizes the knowledge and skills of parent leaders.” 

 In Indicator 3 Level 2 “leadership training” was changed to “leadership 

opportunities and training.” 

 Indicator 3 Level 3 was changed from “Schools and school district provide 

leadership training for parents. Members of under- represented groups are 

actively solicited for training” to “Schools and the school district provide 

leadership opportunities and training for parents. Members of under-
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represented and under-served families are actively solicited, trained and 

contribute as parent leaders.” 

 

o  Peggie brought up a suggestion about changes to Fundamental 2 Indicator 4 

based upon feedback on working with this Fundamental in a school in Lawrence.  

Discussion followed to make the following changes: 

 Indicator 4 Level 1 was changed from “the school and school 

council/parent groups take intentional steps to help parents build 

relationships with those beyond their own neighborhood and culture” to 

“the school and school council/parent groups provide opportunities for 

parents to get to know each other, i.e. social events for families, including 

other community members.” 

 Indicator 4 Level 3 was changed from “School council/parent groups 

provide opportunities for parents to get to know each other, i.e. social 

events for families, including other community members” to “the school 

and school council/parent groups take intentional steps to help parents 

build relationships and achieve greater cross-cultural understanding with 

those beyond their own neighborhood and culture” 

 

 A vote was taken on the above changes and all were approved unanimously 

 

 A vote was taken to approve the minutes from the January 11, 2011 council meeting and 

the February 3, 2011 meeting and they were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00. 

 

Submitted by Gavin Pond and Peggie O’Hare 


