
Tuesday, May 30, 2000

Charter School Renewal
 

Five years ago, Massachusetts made history when we created our first 14 charter schools.
Turning over the awesome responsibility of educating the young to groups of dedicated
individuals drawn from the community was big news five years ago. Our announcement of
the inaugural class of Massachusetts charter schools - those of you gathered here today --
made national headlines.

Today, nearly 13,000 students, from more than 200 school districts, are learning in the 39
Commonwealth and Horace Mann Charter schools we have opened since that day five years
ago when opened the doors of those first charter schools.

And today, we are making history again. The renewal of your school charters deserves at
least as much attention as the day you first got it. As a matter of fact, I think it deserves
more. Because like all our charter schools, the freedom we gave you -- over how to spend
your money, what school programs to run, what teachers and staff to hire - came with
conditions attached. We gave you greater freedom to run your own shop in exchange for
the greater accountability you agreed to give us for results.

And we set our standards high. We held you accountable to those standards -- more
accountable, even, than most other public schools. And we gave you five short years to
prove yourself.

We are here today because you have proven yourself. You have successfully passed one of
the most rigorous assessments used anywhere in the country to evaluate the performance of
a school.

Looking around and seeing all the children, parents, teachers, administrators, and other
officials gathered here today, it is obvious why you succeeded.

Like all successful schools, the charter schools gathered here today are really communities
united around a clear vision of education, a clear mission for your schools, and a clear sense
of responsibility, shared by everyone associated with your school, to do your part to help
students learn.

Governor Cellucci and I want more communities to have the opportunity your communities
have had.

The enthusiasm that charter schools generate throughout public education to try the untried,
to test the untested, to create something that never existed before, is infectious. That is a
spirit we must ignite and encourage whenever we can. And it is why Governor Cellucci and
I are fighting to raise the cap on charter schools so we can give more communities the
chance to open schools just like yours.

We can all gain from the infectious spirit of hope that you find in abundance in charter
schools. Many of our most disadvantaged students have already gained from it. Right now,
about one out of every three students enrolled in a charter school fall below the federal
poverty line. That is twice the statewide average. Nearly half the students in charter schools
are children of color. That is also twice the statewide average.

Charter schools are a second chance for kids who haven't been given half a chance.

We must keep alive the innovative spirit that is at the core of the charter school program.
We must encourage other potential founders of charter schools to continue using their
imaginations, to continue designing innovative school programs, to continue planning for
the day they can open their doors to students.
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Governor Cellucci and I salute you on this marvelous and historic accomplishment. But the
victory we celebrate today goes far beyond the accomplishments of your individual schools.
The victory we really celebrate today is the inspiration your accomplishment has given to
people throughout public education -- and in every school in the Commonwealth - to buck
the tide and try new things so that we can help all students learn a lot better.


