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Thank you Jean (Haertl)

Good morning and welcome to this important conference. Today you will hear from a
number of experts and program providers on the issue of domestic violence, an insidious
crime that continues to endanger the lives and well being of millions women and children in
this country everyday.

As many of you may know, domestic violence is a crime that the Weld/Cellucci/Swift
Administration has fought hard to eliminate. In 1992, Governor Weld and I declared a
public health emergency in Massachusetts after a rash of domestic violence homicides
rocked the state. In response, we created the Governor’s Commission on Domestic
Violence, which I have chaired since 1993. This commission brings together a broad range
of public and private institutions and organizations to look at new ways to stop the tragedy
of domestic violence in our state.

The commission has done a tremendous job in helping to develop innovative prevention
and intervention programs, but, unfortunately, the emergency we declared eight years ago is
still in effect. So far this year, 25 women and children in Massachusetts have been killed at
the hands of domestic batterers. Last year, 27 people in the state lost their lives because of
domestic violence.

In a further effort to stop the bloodshed and abuse, today I am announcing a new weapon in
our battle against domestic violence—a statewide emergency hotline called SafeLink.
Funded through the Department of Social Services and money we included in this year’s
budget, the 24-hour, toll-free phone service offers the survivors of domestic violence
immediate help, including crisis intervention, safety planning, support, information, and
referral. The number is 1-877-785-2020.

This multilingual service is intended to complement, not replace, other 24-hour hotlines and
intake systems offered by local domestic violence programs across the state. Casa Myrna
Vazquez (vas KEZ), New England’s largest domestic violence organization, has been
selected to operate the hotline. I’d like to thank Shiela Moore, the executive director of
Casa Myrna, and her staff for taking on this project.

The hotline adds a critical resource in our effort to provide an integrated and seamless
response to the victims of domestic violence. Through cooperation with the Jane Doe
information network, SafeLink will be able to offer immediate information on the closest
available shelter space.

In addition to this new hotline, the Executive Office of Health and Human Services, the
Department of Public Health, and DSS will be sponsoring an advertising campaign later
this year that focuses on teen dating violence. This is an important part of our prevention
effort. We need to reach out to adolescent boys to stop the cycle of violence at an early age.

As part of this campaign, posters and other materials will be distributed in middle schools,
high schools, after-school programs, youth groups and community centers across the state.
These posters will include information about SafeLink.

Aside from these initiatives, Jane Swift and I have committed more than $29 million this
year for programs to help the victims of domestic violence. This represents a 14 percent
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increase in spending over last year, including a $1.2 million increase for shelters and a
$450,000 increase for the Teen Dating Violence Prevention and Intervention programs in
high schools.

Over the past seven years, we have made tremendous strides to stop domestic violence in
Massachusetts. Funding for prevention and intervention programs has increased nearly
fourfold. However, we still have a long way to go, which is why I will continue to push for
passage of an aggravated assault law in this state.

Domestic violence is a serious crime that should have serious consequences. We must
create tougher laws with stiffer penalties to deal with this crime. Right now, many domestic
abuse cases in Massachusetts are categorized as misdemeanors, resulting in little or no jail
time. Under legislation I filed last year, a man who beats his wife or girlfriend and causes
serious injury could be charged with aggravated assault, a felony punishable by up to 15
years in prison.

We need to let these bullies know that they cannot continue to physically attack innocent
people and get away with it. We need to let them know we mean business, that if they
commit this crime, they will likely go to prison for a long time.

I’d like to thank everyone who helped to make this conference a reality. We must never
forget the unfortunate victims of domestic violence and the suffering they are forced to
endure on a daily basis. The crime of domestic violence must remain at the top of our
public policy agenda to ensure these victims receive the help they need and their batterers
are held accountable.

Thank you.


