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Good afternoon and thank you for inviting me. 

I’m delighted to be here today to talk to you about some of the things 

Governor Cellucci and I are doing to help law enforcement and your 

association with the critical task of protecting our citizens. 

Last month, in response to a recent decision by a judge to impose no 

jail time in a case involving the kidnapping and sexual assault of a 

11-year-old child, the governor and I filed a bill that would give 

prosecutors the right to appeal lenient criminal sentences. This 

legislation would provide prosecutors with the same right of appeal 

that defendants now have, and it would ensure our courts protect the 

rights of victims as zealously as they protect the rights of criminals. 

This is one of many bills our Administration has filed to help make 

sure violent criminals receive the punishment they deserve. 

Unfortunately, many of these proposed laws, involving violent sex 

offenders, domestic batterers, drunk drivers, and habitual criminals, 

have languished in the Legislature. 

Light sentences in cases involving serious crime can erode public 

confidence in the court system. They also can cause frustration for 

police, who often invest a lot of time and effort in capturing 

criminals, only to see the offenders released on probation or given a 

few months in the house of corrections. 

I want you to know that the governor and I share this frustration. 

That’s why we will continue to push the Legislature to act on these 

measures that would give police and prosecutors the tools they need 

to keep violent criminals off the street. 

In addition to tougher laws against violent offenders, there are 

several issues on the state level that relate directly to the interests of 

your organization. One of these is the racial profiling bill that we 

signed into law in August. This act requires the Executive Office of 

Public Safety to work with state and local police to ensure that no 

racial or gender profiling is used by police officers in the 

performance of their duties. 

Under the law, police officers must record the race of all people who 

are cited, warned or arrested during a traffic stop. I know the vast 

majority of police officers in Massachusetts are not involved in 

racial or gender profiling, but we need to have assurances that this 

practice is eliminated entirely. It’s unfair to those who are the targets 

of profiling, and it’s just plain wrong. We cannot subject certain 

racial or demographic groups to differential treatment by police. We 
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must treat everyone equally. Unfortunately a few officers engaged in 

this activity can spoil the reputation of an entire department. 

This law and the statistics it will provide will help to protect police 

departments from unwarranted claims of profiling or discrimination. 

Support for law enforcement is a major priority for our 

Administration. We appreciate the risks and dangers you face 

everyday and, as police chiefs, the difficulties you must overcome to 

ensure our homes, businesses and communities are protected. That’s 

why we approved one of the toughest gun control laws in the 

country. That’s why we approved an additional $5 million this year 

to continue providing bulletproof vests for police officers. And that’s 

why we continue to push for tougher laws against violent criminals. 

Recently, the Registry of Motor Vehicles sent all of you information 

on the new Massachusetts drivers’ licenses and ID cards. These new 

forms of identification are an excellent law enforcement tool. They 

include a number of unique features that will help prevent 

duplication or tampering and help to better identify people who are 

not old enough to drink. The biggest change involves licenses and 

IDs issued to those under age 21. From now on, these will have a 

vertical design, not horizontal like traditional licenses. This means 

package store owners, bar owners, and police will be able to tell 

instantly if a person is underage, without having to check the birth 

date. 

The governor and I are working hard to make sure you have the 

laws, equipment and personnel needed to do your jobs. You have our 

respect and our gratitude. Thanks to your tireless efforts, we have 

seen tremendous progress in recent years in the war on crime in 

Massachusetts. Last year, the crime rate in our state fell 5.5 percent, 

with violent crime dropping by more than 10 percent. It was the 

eighth year in a row that crime had declined in the state. You should 

all be congratulated for a job well done. 

We must continue to work together to ensure our police officers 

have the support they need. Through cooperation on the state and 

local levels, we can and will keep Massachusetts a safe place to live 

and work. Thank you very much. 
 

 


