
Sunday, November 11, 2001

Veterans’ Day Address
I stand before you this morning as your Governor and more importantly,
as a grateful citizen who appreciates deeply the sacrifices you have made
to ensure that we and our children breathe the liberating air of freedom. I
am humbled to be in your presence, and I hope that as you look at your
families, your communities, and your Commonwealth you do so with
tremendous pride. We’ve all heard the phrase "freedom is not free." You
are the men and women who have paid the price for us.

Once again, we find ourselves at war. The battle is joined. Our young
soldiers are deployed. And our President is in control.

But this is not the war you faced in Europe and the Pacific; or in Korea,
Vietnam, or the Persian Gulf. This new enemy is certainly part of an
organized army, but they lack the courage to fight us face to face.

Instead, they seek to undermine the confidence we have in our way of life
because ultimately, they want to destroy our way of life. Freedom is an
anathema to their medieval understanding of religion and justice. The
bright light of modernity threatens to expose the darkness of their
totalitarian visions.

So rather than meet on the fields of battle and the seas of conflict, they
attack our innocent civilians using the infrastructure of everyday life.
They want us to fear opening our mail. They want us to think twice about
flying to visit a relative. And they want us to abandon our public spaces
and our historic landmarks.

But in the past two months, the American people have shown that we will
not give in to cowardly terror. As the President said the night we were
attacked, "A great people has been moved to defend a great nation." Ours
is a history of courage and resilience.

And you are the history makers. You are the men and women who
answered the call, who turned the tide when fascism and communism
were sweeping the globe. And we are calling on you again…to share your
courage…to inspire our children…to offer words of wisdom during these
trying hours.

I am sure that Russell Buchanan never thought he would be called back to
duty, but at 101 years old, I can think of no better person to guide us as
we adjust to our new world. As a veteran of both world wars, he is a
symbol of enduring freedom – a true patriot – who continues to live what
Teddy Roosevelt called the "strenuous life."

Without a doubt, Russell and you – his fellow veterans – are the "greatest
generation." You saved the world several times over and then made it new
with your hard work and innovation. And throughout, you stuck to your
American values of duty, honor, responsibility, and faith.

I thought of those values when I toured Ground Zero a couple weeks ago.
Smoke was still rising from the rubble. And the air was dusty from
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recovery efforts. Make no mistake: it is a battlefield. And like Gettysburg
and the windswept beaches of Normandy, it is consecrated by American
lives who loved their families and their freedom above all else.

I look out at you, and I see the strength and the courage that will help us
win this new war. I saw the same qualities in the men and women who
were recently called to active duty. They are proud, capable, and
committed Americans. Like you in days gone by, they are eager to defend
our democracy.

In an address to Congress, Teddy Roosevelt spoke frankly about the need
for war. "Peace," he said, "is normally a great good, and normally it
coincides with righteousness, but it is righteousness and not peace that
should bind the conscience."

On this day of all days, it is important to remind ourselves of the
righteousness of democracy and how this differs from the brand purported
by terrorists. We will prevail because there is a profound moral difference
between those who seek to destroy and those who seek to build.

There is a reason why the American experiment has been the most
successful in human history: We are the purveyors of freedom and hope.
And these ideals have survived because our citizens have been willing to
put their country above themselves. Thanks to the commitment of our
men and women in uniform, we have endured and will continue to endure
as the world’s oldest democracy.

On behalf of a grateful Commonwealth, I thank you for all you have done
and for all you will do to make our country stronger and safer in the days
ahead.

 


