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B o a r d  of  R e g is t r a t io n  of  B a r b e r s , 
B o sto n , December 4, 1940.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of 
chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual 
report (Public Document No. 152) of this Department is 
submitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the 
legislation recommended. These drafts have been sub
mitted to the Counsel to the House of Representatives, 
as required by law.

LOUIS J. DEMPSEY,
Secretary.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Under the present law the powers of this Board are 
very limited in regard to the causes for which original 
registration may be refused, and practically the only 
causes for which a barber may be suspended after he has 
been registered are habitual drunkenness and diseases 
injurious to the public health. For these causes the pun
ishment must be suspension for not more than six months. 
This Board recommends legislation giving it power to 
refuse to issue new certificates of registration for various 
causes, including gross malpractice and incompetency.

As we have done in former annual reports, this Board 
wishes again to emphasize the necessity for the registra
tion of shops in Massachusetts. Unless this Board is 
given the right to enter a shop and inspect it frequently, 
it is impossible to operate in an efficient manner. There
fore, as has been done for the past several years, legisla
tion will be proposed for the annual registration of bar
ber shops, and a nominal fee of three dollars will be asked 
for such registration.

Furthermore, the Board desires to control more closely 
the barber schools of Massachusetts, and it feels that if 
they were required to pay a registration fee annually 
money would be available to supervise them more care
fully. The Board is therefore proposing legislation for 
an annual fee of twenty-five dollars from such barber 
schools.

For several years the Board has been receiving a fee 
of fifty cents per year from apprentices registered within 
the Commonwealth. This fee is not sufficient to pay for 
the work and forms required for this registration, and the 
Board will ask that this fee be increased to one dollar.

This Board is unable to carry out these projects with 
its present income, and so must await legislative action 
before going ahead.


