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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of 
chapter 30 of the General Laws, the State Planning 
Board presents herewith such portions of its annual re
port (Pub. Doc. No. 156) for the year ending November 
30, 1940, as embody recommendations for legislative 
action, accompanied by drafts of bills to cover the legis
lation recommended.

ELISABETH M. HERLIHY,
Chairman.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

In order to permit the use of the state highways for 
purposes of transportation with a maximum of safety 
and convenience, the State Planning Board recommends 
that, if the Department of Public Works determines 
that public necessity and convenience require, a limited 
access way shall be laid out over which the easement of 
access in favor of abutting land exists only at such points 
and in such manner as is designated in the order of laying 
out.

In order to provide more adequate beach reservations 
for the use, enjoyment and betterment of the health and 
welfare of the people of the Commonwealth, the Board 
recommends that the Commissioner of Conservation be 
authorized to acquire and subsequently develop six ocean 
beaches over a period of six years.

This program of beach acquisition which has been pro
posed by the Board in previous years was endorsed prac
tically in its entirety by the Special Commission on 
Conservation in its report to the last session of the 
Legislature (Senate, No. 465). In addition to the social 
factors involved, one of the main justifications for con
servation is a purely economic one. One of the great 
assets of Massachusetts is its coast line which offers a 
tremendous attraction to those citizens dwelling in in
land communities and inland States.

The public beaches under the jurisdiction of the Met
ropolitan District Commission are already overtaxed, and, 
with the exception of Salisbury Beach and the undevel
oped Province Lands at the tip of Cape Cod, there are 
no state-owned beaches along the entire four hundred 
and twenty-one miles of the State’s coast. There is but 
a comparatively small amount of ocean frontage avail
able at the present time, and each year more and more
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houses are erected and the problem of acquisition be
comes increasingly costly and difficult. On the other 
hand, there is a greater demand for outdoor recreation 
than at any previous time in history, and unless proper 
action is taken by the State there is danger that the cost 
of acquisition will become prohibitive.




