
HOUSE No. 174

Cbe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE STATE RECLAMA
TION BOARD AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH RELATIVE TO PROTECTION 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND RELIEF FROM 
THE MOSQUITO NUISANCE IN THE CHARLES 
RIVER VALLEY BETWEEN CHARLES RIVER 
VILLAGE AND NEWTON UPPER FALLS.

[Public Health.]

N o v e m b e r  1, 1940.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

Under the provisions of chapter 54 of the Resolves of 
1939 a Joint Board was authorized and directed to investi
gate and study relative to the protection of the public 
health and relief from the mosquito nuisance in the valley 
of the Charles River between Charles River Village, in the 
towns of Needham and Dover, and Newton Upper Falls, 
in the city of Newton and the town of Needham. This 
resolve reads as follows:

Resolved, That the state reclamation board and the department of public 
health acting as a joint board are hereby authorized to investigate and 
study relative to the condition of the Charles river and the lands adjacent 
thereto in the towns of Needham, Dover, Westwood and Dedham, and 
the cities of Boston and Newton, between the dam at Charles River vil
lage in the towns of Needham and Dover and the dam at Newton Upper 
Palls in the city of Newton and the town of Needham, for the purpose of 
determining the practicability of lowering, during certain portions of the 
year, the water in such portion of the Charles river for the protection of 
the public health, comfort and convenience and the relief of the mosquito 
nuisance. Said joint board, in the course of its investigation and study 
hereunder, shall consider the present methods and practices of holding, 
drawing, lowering, using and diverting the water of such portion of the 
Charles river.
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For the purpose of carrying out the investigation and study author
ized by this resolve, said joint board may employ such engineers and such 
other assistants as it may deem necessary, and said board, or any member 
or duly authorized agent thereof, may, at any reasonable time, enter upon 
land lying within the area covered by this resolve, and shall have access 
to any plan or plans of existing water storage facilities.

For the purposes of this resolve, said joint board may expend only such 
sums as may be contributed therefor and paid into the treasury of the 
commonwealth by the said municipalities or any of them. Said joint 
board shall report its recommendations, if any, and plans and estimates of 
the cost of any works or improvements, if any, recommended, and its 
estimate of the amount of damages which may be awarded on account 
thereof, together with drafts of legislation to carry said recommendations 
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives 
on or before the first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen hun
dred and forty.

The Joint Board, consisting of the Department of Public 
Plealth and the State Reclamation Board, was organized 
as directed in the resolve, and on September 12, 1939, held 
a meeting to which were invited the officials of the munici
palities concerned for the purpose of discussing the nature 
and scope of the investigation and the matter of financial 
contributions. The Joint Board estimated that the cost 
of the investigation would be $6,000, and presented to 
this meeting the following apportionment of contributions:

M u n i c i p a l i t y .

( A )
Contribution 

based on 
River Frontage.

( B )
Contribution 

based on 
Area of 

Meadow Land.

( 0 ) 1
Contribution based 

on Approximate 
Average of 

(A) and (B).

Needham . . . . . S I , 7 6 0 S I ,6 5 5 S I ,710

Dover . . . . . . 3 9 5 2 0 0 300

Westwood . . . . . 25 3 0 25

Dedham . . . . . 2 ,5 6 0 2 ,5 9 0 2 ,5 7 5

Newton . . . . . 7 6 0 6 2 0 690

Boston . . . . . . 5 0 0 9 0 5 700

$ 6 ,0 0 0 SO ,0 0 0 SO,000

1 Recommended by Joint Board.

It was the consensus of opinion of the meeting that the 
recommended apportionment was a reasonable one, and 
the municipalities were forthwith advised to make the
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necessary contributions, as the resolve specifically provided 
that the Joint Board could spend only such sums as were 
contributed therefor and paid into the treasury of the 
Commonwealth by the various municipalities or any of 
them.

While some of the municipalities voted to make the 
necessary appropriations, it was the opinion of the Joint 
Board that the aggregate was inadequate to carry out the 
work, and that it was inadvisable to undertake such an 
extensive investigation as required by the resolve without 
sufficient funds; accordingly, the Joint Board voted to 
take no action in the matter, and the municipalities were 
so notified under date of July 10, 1940.

Respectfully submitted,

PAUL J. JAKMAUH, M.D.,
Commissioner of Public Health.

RICHARD P. STRONG, M.D., 
JAMES L. TIGHE,
GORDON M. HUTCHINS, 
RICHARD M. SMITH, M.D., 
FRANCIS H. LALLY, M.D.,
R. NELSON HATT, M.D.,

Public Health Council.

EDWARD WRIGHT,
DANIEL J. CURRAN,
RICHARD K. HALE,

State Reclamation Board.




