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Cbe Commontoealti) of spassaciiusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct for th e  b e t t e r  en fo r c em e n t  of reg u lation s

RELATING TO BILL BOARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-one of chapter ninety-three of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 whole of said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 31. The supreme judicial and superior courts
6 shall have jurisdiction in equity upon petition of the
7 attorney general, or any town or any officer thereof,
8 or of any interested party, to restrain the erection or
9 maintenance of any bill-board, sign or other device

10 erected or maintained in violation of any rule, regula-
11 tion, ordinance or by-law adopted under section twen-
12 ty-nine, or any ordinance or by-law adopted under
13 section twenty-five or section twenty-six A of chapter
14 forty, and to order the removal or abatement of such
15 bill-board, sign or device as a nuisance. Any inhabit-
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16 ant of a city or town in which a bill-board, sign or
17 device has been erected or maintained in violation of
18 any rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law adopted
19 under section twenty-nine, or any ordinance or by-law
20 adopted under section twenty-five or section twenty-
21 six A of chapter forty, may make written request upon
22 the mayor of such city or the selectmen of such town
23 to institute a suit under this section against the person
24 who has erected or is maintaining such bill-board, sign
25 or device and shall send a copy of such notice to such
26 person; and if such officers fail to institute such suit
27 within thirty days after such request has been made,
28 or, having instituted such suit, fail to prosecute it with
29 reasonable diligence, such inhabitant shall be deemed
30 an interested party under this section and may main-
31 tain or prosecute such suit in his own name; and, if he
32 prevails in such suit, the court may order the defendant
33 to pay the plaintiff his costs and expenses, including
34 a reasonable allowance for attorney’s fees, to be
35 determined by the court.


