
HOUSE No. 446

By Mr. Mahar of Orange, petition of Nathaniel M. Nichols (Secre
tary, Massachusetts Collectors’ and Treasurers’ Association) for legis
lation relative to auditing of accounts of cities a vd  towns. Municipal 
Finance (Joint).

Clie Commontoealtb of ^assacDusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  a u d it  o f  a c c o u n t s  o f  c it ie s

AND TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty of chapter forty-four of the General
2 Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred and
3 thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 nine, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
5 third line the word “ may” and inserting in place
6 thereof: — shall, —  so as to read as follows: — Sec-
7 lion 40. The director shall cause an audit to be made
8 of the accounts of all cities and towns of the common-
9 wealth, and shall cause subsequent audits to be made

10 of the accounts of each city and town as often as once
11 in two years, or annually at the request of the mayor
12 or the selectmen, and for this purpose he, and his
13 duly accredited agents, shall have access to all neces-
14 sary papers, books and records. Upon the completion
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15 of each audit, as aforesaid, a report thereon shall be
16 made to the mayor and city government in cities,
17 and to the selectmen in towns, and a copy of the same
18 shall be furnished to the city or town clerk, who shall
19 cause the same or a summary of its essential features
20 to be published at the expense of the city or town.
21 The director, in his discretion, may give preference
22 to audits upon petitions under section thirty-five or
23 thirty-six over audits under this section.


