
HOUSE No. 471

By Mrs. Cutler of Needham, petition of Leslie B. Cutler and Jarvis 
Hunt for establishment of an unpaid special commission (including 
members of the General Court) to study the incidence and cost of 
crime in the Commonwealth and the rules and regulations governing 
jails and other penal institutions. Public Welfare.

Ci)c CommonVuealti) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

R e s o l v e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  s t u d y  b y  a  s p e c i a l  u n p a i d

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO DECREASING THE INCIDENCE 

AND THE COST OF CRIME IN THE COMMONW EALTH.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to
2 consist of one member of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the
6 governor, is hereby established for the purpose of
7 determining what may be done to decrease the in-
8 cidence and the cost of crime in the Commonwealth,
9 said commission to study the laws and the rules and

10 regulations for the governance of jails, houses of
11 correction, houses of detention, county training
12 schools and lockups in the Commonwealth. Said
13 commission shall investigate and report the number
14 of persons held in or committed annually to such
15 institutions, together with pertinent statistics re-
16 lating to such persons, including their ages, sex,
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17 crimes for which convicted, sentence and execution
18 thereof, the number of recidivists, the housing, care,
19 discipline and supervision of the inmates of such
20 institutions, and related matters, with a view to
21 recommending such changes in said laws, rules and
22 regulations as may appear necessary or desirable.
23 Said commission may hold public hearings, shall be
24 provided with quarters in the state house or else-
25 where, and may expend for the purposes of this
26 resolve such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate,
27 dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated
28 therefor. Said commission shall report to the general
29 court the results of its investigations and study, and
30 its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
31 legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
32 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
33 house of representatives on or before the first Wednes-
34 day of December in the year nineteen hundred and
35 forty-two.


