
HOUSE No. 492
Bv Mr. Mahar of Orange, petition of Henry F. Long (Commis

sioner of Corporations and Taxation) for legislation relative to the 
registration of motor vehicles and trailers and to taxes relating to 
such vehicles. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

Cj)c Commontoealtf) of e^assadntsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  m o t o r

VEHICLES AND TRAILERS AND TAXES WITH RESPECT 

THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 three hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by inserting after the word “ vehicles” in the forty-
6 sixth line, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
7 of said laws, the following new paragraph:
8 “ Registration year” , a twelve months period be-
9 ginning with the first day of April and ending with 

10 the thirty-first day of March.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter ninety,
2 as most recently amended by chapter four hundred
3 and thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
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4 thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out the last six paragraphs and inserting in place
6 thereof the following: —
7 An applicant for the registration of a motor vehicle
8 or trailer under this section who does not file his
9 application until after the thirty-first day of Decem-

10 ber in any registration year shall be entitled to a
11 reduction in the fee for such registration as provided
12 in section thirty-three.
13 Upon the transfer of ownership of any motor
14 vehicle or trailer its registration shall expire, and the
15 person in whose name such motor vehicle or trailer
16 is registered shall forthwith return the certificate of
17 registration to the registrar with a written notice
18 containing the date of the transfer of ownership and
19 the name, place of residence, and address of the new
20 owner; provided, that on the death, insolvency, or
21 bankruptcy of an owner of a vehicle or trailer, its
22 registration shall be deemed to continue in force as
23 a valid registration until the end of the registration
24 year or until the ownership of such motor vehicle or
25 trailer is transferred by the legal representative of
26 the estate of such owner, whichever occurs first,
27 subject otherwise to all provisions of law applicable
28 generally to registration of motor vehicles or trailers.
29 A person who transfers the ownership of a regis-
30 tered motor vehicle or trailer owned by him to an-
31 other or loses possession thereof, upon the filing of
32 a new application and upon payment of the proper
33 substitution fee provided in section thirty-three,
34 may have registered in his name for the remainder
35 of the registration year another motor vehicle or
36 trailer; provided that if the fee provided for regis-
37 tration of the vehicle sought to be registered is more
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38 than the fee for registration of the vehicle transferred
39 as aforesaid, the applicant shall pay, in addition to
40 the substitution fee, the difference between said fees
41 for registration.
42 A person who, before the first day of November in
43 any registration year, transfers the ownership or
44 loses possession of any vehicle registered in his name
45 and who does not apply for registration of another
46 vehicle but who, on or before the first day of Decem-
47 ber in the same year, files in the office of the registrar
48 a written application for a rebate shall be entitled
49 to a rebate of one half the fee paid for the registration
50 of the vehicle transferred or lost possession of as
51 aforesaid; provided, that no such rebate shall be
52 paid except upon a certificate, filed with the comp-
53 t roller, setting forth the facts, and signed by the
54 registrar or his authorized agent; and provided,
55 also, that the rebate shall be paid out of the fees
56 received for the registration of motor vehicles and
57 trailers without specific appropriation. The registrar,
58 at his discretion, may assign to the vehicle of any
59 person who surrenders his registration certificate as
60 herein provided, and who desires to register another
61 vehicle, the register number of the vehicle described
62 in the surrendered certificate.
63 The registrar shall furnish at his office, without
64 charge, to every person whose motor vehicle is regis-
65 tered under this chapter, two number plates of suit-
66 able design, and to every person whose trailer is so
67 registered, one such number plate, having displayed
68 thereon the register number assigned to that vehicle;
69 provided, that number plates assigned to ambulances,
70 fire engines and apparatus, police patrol wagons and
71 other vehicles used by the police department of any
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72 city or town or park board solely for the official
73 business of such department or board may be of a
74 distinctive type or types. The number plates so
75 furnished shall, except as provided by section nine,
76 be valid only for the registration year for which they
77 are issued.
78 If the registrar shall determine at any time that,
79 for any reason, a motor vehicle or trailer is unsafe
80 or improperly equipped or otherwise unfit to be oper-
81 ated, he may refuse to register such motor vehicle
82 or trailer, or if already registered may suspend or
83 revoke its registration. The horse power of every
84 motor vehicle sought to be registered shall be deter-
85 mined by the commissioner of public works, and his
86 determination shall be final and conclusive. The
87 registration of every motor vehicle and trailer regis-
88 tered under this section shall expire at midnight on
89 March thirty-first of each registration year.

1 Section 3. Said chapter ninety is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section five and inserting in
3 place thereof the following: —
4 Section 5. Every manufacturer of or dealer in
5 motor vehicles or trailers or motor vehicle bodies or
6 tops and every person engaged in the business of
7 repairing motor vehicles or trailers, instead of regis-
8 tering each such vehicle owned or controlled by him,
9 may make application for a general distinguishing

10 number or mark, and the registrar, if satisfied of the
11 facts stated in the application, may issue to the ap-
12 plicant a certificate of registration containing the
13 name and business address of the applicant and the
14 general distinguishing number or mark assigned to
15 him, and made in such form and containing such



1941.] HOUSE — No. 492. 5

16 further information as the registrar may determine;
17 and all motor vehicles or trailers owned or controlled
18 by such manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles
19 or trailers or motor vehicle bodies or tops, or by such
20 person engaged in the business of repairing motor
21 vehicles or trailers, shall be regarded as registered
22 under such general distinguishing number or mark
23 until sold or let for hire or loaned for a period of five
24 successive days; provided, that number plates fur-
25 nished as hereinafter provided are properly displayed
26 thereon. The registrar shall, upon payment of the
27 fee provided in section thirty-three, furnish at his
28 office to every manufacturer of or dealer in motor
29 vehicles or trailers or motor vehicle bodies or tops,
30 and to every person engaged in the business of re-
31 pairing motor vehicles or trailers, whose vehicles are
32 registered in accordance with this section, such num-
33 ber of pairs of number plates as he may request in
34 writing of suitable design having displayed upon them
35 the register number which is assigned to the vehicles
36 of such manufacturer, dealer or person, with a dif-
37 ferent letter or letters or mark on each pair of number
38 plates. Number plates furnished hereunder shall, ex-
39 cept as provided by section nine, be valid only for
40 the registration year for which they are issued. Every
41 registration under this section shall expire at mid-
42 night March thirty-first of each registration year.
43 The word “ dealer” , for the purposes of the registra-
44 tion of motor vehicles or trailers under any provision
45 of this chapter, may include, in the discretion of the
46 registrar, a person whose principal business is financ-
47 ing the purchase of or insuring motor vehicles, but
48 only in respect to such vehicles as such person may
49 take in possession by foreclosure or subrogation of
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50 title and all the provisions of this chapter relating to
51 certificates of registration of dealers shall apply to
52 certificates issued to such a person under this pro-
53 vision.

1 Section 4. Said chapter ninety is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section nine and inserting
3 in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 9. No person shall operate any motor ve-
5 hide or draw any trailer, and the owner or custodian
6 of such a vehicle shall not permit the same to be
7 operated upon or to remain upon any way except as
8 authorized by section three, unless such vehicle is
9 registered in accordance with this chapter and car-

10 ries its register number displayed as provided in
11 section six, and, in the case of a motor vehicle, is
12 equipped as provided in section seven, except that
13 any motor vehicle or trailer may, if duly registered,
14 be operated or remain upon any way between the
15 hours of twelve o’clock noon on March thirty-first of
16 one registration year and twelve o’clock noon on April
17 first of the following registration year if it carries its
18 register number of either registration year displayed
19 as provided in section six, and except that a tractor
20 or trailer may be operated without such registration
21 upon any way for a distance not exceeding one half
22 mile, if said tractor or trailer is used exclusively for
23 agricultural purposes, or for a distance not exceeding
24 three hundred yards, if such tractor or trailer is used
25 for industrial purposes other than agricultural pur-
26 poses, for the purpose of going from property owned
27 or occupied by the owner of such tractor or trailer
28 to other property so owned or occupied; but viola-
29 tion of this section shall not constitute a defence to
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30 actions of tort for injuries suffered by a person, or
31 for the death of a person, or for injury to propelty,
32 unless it is shown that the person injured m his per-
33 son or property or killed was the owner oi operator
34 of the motor vehicle the operation of which was in
35 violation of this section, or unless it is shown that the
36 person so injured or killed, or the owner of the pi op-
37 erty so injured, knew or had reasonable cause to
38 know that this section was being violated. A motor
39 vehicle or trailer shall be deemed to be registered m
40 accordance with this chapter notwithstanding any
41 mistake in so much of the description thereof con-
42 tained in the application for registration or in the
43 certificate required to be filed under section thirty-
44 four B as relates to the type of such vehicle or trailer
45 or gas engine, serial or maker s number theieof, 01

46 any mistake in the statement of residence of the
47 applicant contained in said application or certificate.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-three of said chapter
2 ninety, as most recently amended by chapter three
3 hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the paragraph contained in lines seventy-
6 six to eighty, inclusive, of said section, as appearing
7 in the Tercentenary Edition of the General Laws,
8 and inserting in place thereof the following:
9 For the registration of every motor vehicle or

10 trailer by an owner who applies therefor under sec-
11 tion two during the period beginning with the first
12 day of January and ending with the thirty-first day
13 of March in any registration year, one half of the fee,
14 for a full year’s registration of said vehicle.
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1 Section 6. Section one of chapter sixty A of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 four hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the first twenty lines and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: —
7 Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided, there
8 shall be assessed and levied in each registration year
9 on every motor vehicle and trailer registered under

10 chapter ninety, for the privilege of such registration,
11 an excise measured by the value thereof, as herein-
12 after defined and determined, at the average state
13 rate for the calendar year in which the first nine
14 months of the registration year falls, as determined in
15 the manner provided in section fifty-eight of chapter
16 sixty-three. For the purpose of this excise the value
17 of each such motor vehicle or trailer shall be deemed
18 to be the value, as determined by the commissioner,
19 of motor vehicles or trailers of the same make, type,
20 model, and year of manufacture as designated by the
21 manufacturer, but not in excess of the following per-
22 centages of the list price established by the manufac-
23 turer for the year of manufacture, namely: —

24 In the year of manufacture .
25 In the second year .
26 In the third year
27 In the fourth year .
28 In the fifth and succeeding years

90%
60%
40%
25%
10%

29 The term “ registration year ” , as used in this chap-
30 ter, shall mean a twelve months period beginning
31 with the first day of April and ending with the thirty-
32 first day of March.
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1 Section 7. Said section one of said chapter sixty
2 A, as so amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the fifth paragraph and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 If a motor vehicle or trailer is registered after April 
(3 thirtieth of anyr registration year the excise imposed
7 by this section shall be that proportion of the excise
8 for a full registration year which the number of
9 months in said year following the last day of the

10 month preceding that in which the motor vehicle or
11 trailer is registered bears to twelve. If a registered
12 motor vehicle or trailer is sold or its ownership trans-
13 ferred during any registration year, and if notice to
14 the former owner of an excise on account thereof for
15 that registration year has already been issued pur-
16 suant to section two, that proportion of the excise
17 for a full registration year which the number of
18 months in said year remaining after the last day of
19 the month in which such sale or transfer occurred
20 bears to twelve shall be abated. If, however, the
21 excise payer has not been notified of said excise before
22 notice of said sale or transfer has been received by the
23 official or officials authorized to make the assessment,
24 only that portion of the excise for a full registration
25 year which the number of months in said year prior
26 to the first day of the month next following the month
27 in which said sale or transfer occurred bears to
28 twelve shall be assessed. The excise assessed under
29 this section shall not be less than two dollars and no
30 abatement under this section shall reduce the excise
31 collected to less than two dollars.

1 Section 8. Section two of said chapter sixty A,
2 as last amended by said chapter three hundred and
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3 sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 nine, is hereby further amended by striking out the
5 sentence beginning with the words “ The owner”
6 in the forty-first line and ending with the words
7 “ chapter sixty-three”  in the fifty-third line, and
8 inserting in place thereof the following: —
9 The owner may within six months of the date of

10 the issuing of the notice of assessment or of the date
11 of sale or transfer, but not later than thirty days
12 after termination of the registration year, apply for
13 an abatement to the board of assessors or the com-
14 missioner, as the case may be, and, from a decision
15 of the board of assessors upon such application, an
16 appeal may be taken to the county commissioners or
17 to the appellate tax board, all in accordance with
18 section sixty-four or sixty-five of chapter fifty-nine,
19 or from a decision of the commissioner an appeal
20 may be taken to the appellate tax board in the time
21 and manner provided in the case of appeals taken
22 pursuant to section seventy-one of chapter sixty-
23 three.

1 Section 9. The first paragraph of section one
2 hundred and thirteen B of chapter one hundred and
3 seventy-five of the General Laws, as appearing in
4 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
5 striking out in the first and second lines the word
6 “ September” and inserting in place thereof: —
7 December, — and by striking out in the seventh and
8 thirteenth lines, respectively, the word “ calendar”
9 and inserting in place thereof: — registration.

1 Section 10. The paragraph of said section one
2 hundred and thirteen B, inserted by section four of
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3 chapter four hundred and fifty-nine of the acts ol
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby amended
5 by striking out in the first line the word Septem-
6 ber” and inserting in place thereof: — December, —
7 and by striking out in the sixth line the word “ cal-
8 endar ” and inserting in place thereof: — registration.
9 The paragraph next following the paragraph so

10 inserted is hereby amended by striking out in the
11 eighth line of the paragraph the word “ calendar”
12 and inserting in place thereof: — registration.

1 Section 11. Said section one hundred and thir-
2 teen B is further amended by striking out the
3 paragraph contained in lines sixty-six to seventy-
4 nine inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary
5 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
6 paragraph: —
7 If, for any reason, classifications of risks and
8 premium charges fixed and established as aforesaid
9 on or before December fifteenth in any year for the

10 ensuing registration year are not effective for the
11 said year, the classifications of risks and premium
12 charges in effect for the then registration year shall
13 remain in full force and effect, and shall be used and
14 charged in connection with the issue or execution
15 of motor vehicle liability policies or bonds for said
16 ensuing registration year until classifications of risks
17 and premium charges for said ensuing registration
18 year are finally fixed and established. Classifications
19 of risks and premium charges when finally fixed
20 and established for said registration year shall
21 become effective as of April first of said year, and
22 all premium charges affected by any change thereby
23 made which have been paid or incurred prior to the
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24 time when such charges are finally fixed and estab-
25 lished shall be adjusted in accordance with such
26 change, as of said April first.

1 Section 12. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and seventy-five, as amended by chapter three hun-
3 dred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by adding
5 after the paragraph inserted by said chapter three
6 hundred and six the following new paragraph: —
7 The words “ registration year” as used in section
8 one hundred and thirteen B and in section one hun-
9 dred and thirteen F shall mean a twelve months

10 period beginning with the first day of April and
11 ending with the thirty-first day of March.

1 Section 13. Said chapter one hundred and sev-
2 enty-five of the General Laws is hereby further
3 amended by striking out section one hundred and
4 thirteen F, as amended by chapter three hundred
5 and fifty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 thirty-eight, and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: —
8 Section 113F. Any company which does not in-
9 tend to issue a motor vehicle liability policy or to

10 execute or act as surety on a motor vehicle liability
11 bond, both as defined in section thirty-four A of
12 chapter ninety, for the ensuing registration year in
13 favor of the insured or the principal named in an
14 existing policy or bond issued or executed by it shall,
15 if said policy or bond is in full force and effect on
16 February tenth, give written notice of its said intent
17 on or before February fifteenth as hereinafter pro-
18 vided. Such notice shall, except as hereinafter
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19 provided, be sent either to said insured or principal
20 or to the insurance agent of the company or the
21 insurance broker who negotiated the issue of the
22 policy or the execution of the bond. It the certif-
23 icate, as defined in said section thirty-four A, in
24 respect to such policy or bond was executed by or on
25 behalf of an insurance agent of the company, such
26 notice shall be sent to the said insurance agent.
27 If when said notice is to be sent any such insurance
28 agent is not then so licensed, the company shall
29 send such notice to the said insured or principal.
30 Such notice shall be in a form satisfactory to the
31 commissioner and shall include the following state-
32 ment: “ This notice shall not be deemed a refusal
33 under section one hundred and thirteen D of chapter
34 one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws
35 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to issue a
36 motor vehicle liability policy or to execute a motor
37 vehicle liability bond as surety.”
38 Every such insurance agent or broker receiving
39 such a notice from a company shall, on or before
40 March first, send a copy of such notice to the insured
41 or the principal, unless another company has exe-
42 cuted a certificate, as defined in said section thirty-
43 four A, evidencing the issue or the execution of a
44 policy or bond for the ensuing registration year
45 covering the motor vehicle or vehicles specified in
46 the existing policy or bond.
47 If the commissioner is satisfied that an insurance
48 agent or broker has failed to send a copy of the
49 notice as hereinbefore provided he may revoke any
50 license issued to such agent or broker under section
51 one hundred and sixty-three and section one hundred
52 and sixty-six.
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53 Any company failing to send a notice as herem-
54 before provided shall upon the request of such m-
55 sured or principal issue a new policy or execute a
56 new bond as surety covering said insured or principal
57 and the same motor vehicle or vehicles for the
58 ensuing registration year, subject, however, to the
59 right of such company to cancel such policy or bond
60 in accordance with its terms; except that a company
61 may, subject to section one hundred and thirteen D,
62 refuse to issue such a new policy or execute such a
63 new bond as surety, if the facts upon which such
64 refusal is based were not known by such company
65 prior to January fifteenth of the then current regis-
66 tration year or may refuse so to do if, after the issue
67 by the company of a written notice of cancellation
68 of such existing policy or bond, the board of appeal
69 on motor vehicle liability policies and bonds, sub-
70 sequent to said January fifteenth, has found in favor
71 of the company upon a complaint filed under said
72 section one hundred and thirteen D.
73 The giving of a notice under this section shall not
74 preclude an application, by the person named as
75 the insured or the principal in the existing policy
76 or bond, for such a policy or bond for the ensuing
77 registration year, and, if the company does not
78 within seven days after such an application issue or
79 execute such a policy or bond, the applicant may
80 file a complaint as provided in and subject to said
81 section one hundred and thirteen D.
82 Nothing in this section shall be construed to
83 affect any of the provisions of said section one
84 hundred and thirteen D.

1 Section 14. During the period beginning Jan_
2 uary first and ending March thirty-first, nineteen
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3 hundred and forty-two, motor vehicles and trailers
4 shall be registered in accordance with the provisions
5 of chapter ninety of the General Laws, provided,
6 however, that all registrations during such period
7 shall terminate at midnight on March thirty-first,
8 nineteen hundred and forty-two, and the fees for
9 such registrations shall be one fourth of the fees for

10 a full year, any provisions in said chapter ninety to
11 the contrary notwithstanding. A motor vehicle or
12 trailer may, if duly registered during such period,
13 be operated or remain upon any way between the
14 hours of twelve o ’clock noon on March thirty-first
15 of such registration period and twelve o ’clock noon
16 on April first of the following registration year if it
17 carries its register number of either such registration
18 period or the following registration year as provided
19 in section six of said chapter ninety. The excise
20 imposed by chapter sixty A during such registration
21 period shall be one fourth of the amount therein
22 provided for a full year, provided that if a motor
23 vehicle or trailer is registered after January thirty-
24 first and prior to March first in such period the excise
25 shall be one sixth of the amount provided for a full
26 year, and if registered on or after March first in such
27 period one twelfth of the amount so provided; and
28 further provided, that if a registered motor vehicle
29 or trailer is sold or transferred during such period,
30 and if notice to the former owner of an excise on
31 account thereof for such period has already been
32 issued pursuant to section two of said chapter sixty
33 A, that proportion of the excise for the full three
34 months period which the number of months in said
35 period remaining after the last day of the month in
36 which such sale or transfer occurred bears to three
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37 shall be abated; or if the excise payer has not been
38 notified of said excise before notice of such sale or
39 transfer has been received by the official or officials
40 authorized to make the assessment, only that pro-
41 portion of the excise for the full three months period
42 which the number of months in said period prior to
43 the first day of the month next following the month
44 in which said sale or transfer occurred bears to three
45 shall be assessed; and provided, further, that the
46 minimum excise for said period shall not be less than
47 one dollar; and further provided that the owner
48 may not apply for abatement of the excise assessed
49 for such period later than April thirtieth of the
50 registration year next following said period.
51 During such period classifications of risks estab-
52 lished under the provisions of section one hundred
53 and thirteen B of chapter one hundred and seventy-
54 five of the General Laws in effect for the calendar
55 year nineteen hundred and forty-one shall remain
56 in force and effect and premium charges for such
57 period shall be one fourth of the premium charges
58 established for the whole of said year under said
59 section.

1 Section 15. Sections one to eight, inclusive, of
2 this act shall take effect upon April first, nineteen
3 hundred and forty-two. So much of sections nine
4 to thirteen, inclusive, of this act as affects the
5 authority of the commissioner of insurance to estab-
6 lish classifications of risks and premium charges for
7 ensuing registration years shall take effect upon the
8 passage of this act and the remainder of said sections
9 nine to thirteen, inclusive, shall take effect upon 

10 April first, nineteen hundred and forty-two.


