
HOUSE No. 553
By Mr. Padden of Boston, petition of John T. Padden for legisla

tion to prohibit the revocation or suspension of certificates of regis
tration and of licenses to operate motor vehicles in cases where per
sons prosecuted for violations have been found not guilty. Highways 
and Motor Vehicles.

Cl)t Commontoealtj) of Q^assacfnisctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A c t  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  o r  s u s p e n s i o n

OF C ER TIFIC A TES OF R EG IST R A T IO N  AND O F L IC E N SE S 

TO OPERA TE MOTOR V E H IC L E S IN  CASES W H E R E  T H E 

PROSECUTION OF A PER SO N  HAS TER M IN A TED  IN  H IS  

FAVOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section twenty-two of chapter ninety
2 of the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the word “ operate” in
4 the twelfth line, as appearing in the Tercentenary
5 Edition, the words: — ; provided, that if a person
6 has been prosecuted in any court for an alleged
7 violation of law and such prosecution has terminated
8 in favor of the defendant, the registrar shall not
9 revoke or suspend the certificate or license of such

10 person for any cause in connection with said alleged
11 violation, — so as to read as follows: — Section 22
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12 The registrar may suspend or revoke any certificate
13 of registration or any license issued under this chap-
14 ter, after due hearing, for any cause which he may
15 deem sufficient, and he may suspend the license of
16 any operator or the certificate of registration of any
17 motor cycle in his discretion and without a hearing,
18 and may order the license or registration certificate
19 to be delivered to him, whenever he has reason to
20 believe that the holder thereof is an improper or in-
21 competent person to operate motor vehicles, or is
22 operating improperly or so as to endanger the public;
23 and neither the certificate of registration nor the license
24 shall be reissued unless, upon examination or investi-
25 gation, or after a hearing, the registrar determines
26 that the operator should again be permitted to
27 operate; provided, that if a person has been prose-
28 cuted in any court for an alleged violation of law and
29 such prosecution has terminated in favor of the
30 defendant, the registrar shall not revoke or suspend
31 the certificate or license of such person for any cause
32 in connection with said alleged violation. The
33 registrar, under the same conditions and for the
34 same causes, may also suspend the right of any person
35 to operate motor vehicles in the commonwealth under
36 section ten until he shall have received a license from
37 the registrar.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Paragraph (1) (c) of section twenty-
2 four of said chapter ninety, as most recently amended
3 by chapter eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by strik-
5 ing out, in the third and fourth lines, the words
6 “ except in his discretion if,” — and inserting in place
7 thereof the word: — unless, — so as to read as fol-



1941.] HOUSE — No. 553. 3

8 lows: -— (c) The registrar, after having revoked the
9 license of any person under the preceding paragraph

10 of this section, shall not issue a new license to such
11 person, unless the prosecution of such person has
12 terminated in favor of the defendant, until five years
13 after a conviction of a violation of paragraph (1) (a)
14 committed within six years after conviction of a
15 violation of said paragraph, nor until one year after a
16 final conviction of any violation of said paragraph
17 other than one committed within six years as aforesaid;
18 but notwithstanding the foregoing no new license
19 shall be issued by the registrar to any person con-
20 victed of a violation of paragraph (1) (a) of this
21 section until ten years after the date of conviction in
22 case the registrar determines upon investigation and
23 after hearing that the action of the person so convicted
24 in committing such offence caused an accident result-
25 ing in the death of another, nor at any time after a
26 subsequent conviction of such an offence, whenever
27 committed, in case the registrar determines in the
28 manner aforesaid that the action of such person, in
29 committing the offence of which he was so subse-
30 quently convicted, caused an accident resulting in the
31 death of another.
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