
HOUSE No. 670
By Mr. Pratt of New Bedford, petition of Arthur N. Harriman, 

Philip Barnet and John D. Pratt for the holding of biennial elections 
in the city of New Bedford in odd-numbered years and establishing 
the date for said elections. Cities.

C ije  C o m m o n tu e a lfi)  o f s p a s sa c in tg c its

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  b i e n n i a l  e l e c 

t io n s  IN THE CITY OF N EW  BEDFORD IN ODD-NUM BERED  

YEARS AND ESTABLISHING THE DATE OF SAID ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Beginning with the year nineteen
2 hundred and forty-live, municipal elections in the
3 city of New Bedford for the choice of mayor, members
4 of the city council, assessors and the members of the
5 school board shall be held biennially on the second
6 Tuesday of November in every odd-numbered year.

1 Section 2. At the biennial municipal election
2 to be held in said city in the year nineteen hundred
3 and forty-two the mayor and the members of the
4 city council shall be elected for terms of three years



2 HOUSE —  N o. 670. [Jan.

5 each, and at each biennial municipal election there-
6 after shall be elected for terms of two years each.

1 S e c t i o n  3. At the biennial municipal election to
2 be held in said city in the year nineteen hundred and
3 forty-two one assessor shall be elected to hold office
4 until the qualification of his successor who shall be
5 elected at the biennial municipal election in the year
6 nineteen hundred and forty-nine. The term of the
7 assessor elected in the year nineteen hundred and
8 thirty-eight shall continue until the qualification of
9 his successor who shall be elected at the biennial

10 municipal election in the year nineteen hundred and
11 forty-five. The term of the assessor elected in the
12 year nineteen hundred and forty shall continue until
13 the qualification of his successor who shall be elected
14 at the biennial municipal election in the year nine-
15 teen hundred and forty-seven. At each biennial
16 municipal election, beginning with the year nineteen
17 hundred and forty-five, one assessor shall be elected
18 for the term of six years.

1 S e c t i o n  4. At the biennial municipal election to
2 be held in said city in the year nineteen hundred and
3 forty-two the members of the school committee to
4 be elected thereat shall be elected to hold office until
5 the qualification of their successors who shall be
6 elected at the biennial municipal election in the year
7 nineteen hundred and forty-seven. The term of
8 office of the members of the school committee elected
9 in the year nineteen hundred and forty shall continue

10 until the qualification of their successors who shall be
11 elected at the biennial municipal election in the year
12 nineteen hundred and forty-five. Beginning with the
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13 biennial municipal election in nineteen hundred and
14 forty-five, all members of the school committee shall
15 be elected for terms of four years each.

1 Section 5. No regular municipal election shall
2 be held in said city in the year nineteen hundred and
3 forty-three and nineteen hundred and forty-four.

1 Section 6. On the first Monday in January fol-
2 lowing a regular municipal election, at ten o’clock
3 in the forenoon, the mayor-elect if elected by the
4 people, the councillors-elect, and the assessors-elect
5 if elected by the people, shall meet and be sworn to
6 the faithful discharge of their duties. The oath may
7 be administered by the city clerk or by a justice of
8 the peace, and a certificate thereof shall be entered
9 in the journal of the city council. At any regular

10 council meeting thereafter the oath may be adminis-
11 tered in the presence of the city council to the mayor.
12 or to any councillor absent from the meeting on the
13 first Monday in January.

1 Section 7. Such provisions of chapter forty-three,
2 as amended December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
3 and thirty-nine, and all provisions of the General
4 Laws as are inconsistent with this act are hereby
5 repealed.

1 Section 8. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters of the city of New Bedford at the
3 next biennial state election in the form of the fol-
4 lowing question which shall be placed upon the official
5 ballot to be used in said city at said election:
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6 “ Shall an act passed by the General Court in the
7 year nineteen hundred and forty-one, entitled ‘ An
8 Act providing for the holding of biennial municipal
9 elections in the city of New Bedford in odd-numbered

10 years and establishing the date of said elections be ac-
11 cepted?’ ” If a majority of the voters voting thereon
12 vote in the affirmative in answer to said question,
13 then this act shall thereupon take full effect in said
14 city, but not otherwise.


