
HOUSE No. 683

By Mr. Pierce of Greenfield (by request), petition of the Massa
chusetts Forest and Park Association for legislation to provide for 
demonstrations in forestry practices and relative to encouraging re
habilitation of forest lands devastated by the hurricane of 1938. 
Conservation.

Cöe Commontoealtö of ^asoacfjuoetto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act to  p r o v id e  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  in  f o r e s t r y

PRACTICES AND TO ENCOURAGE THE REHABILITATION 

OF FOREST LANDS DEVASTATED BY THE HURRICANE OF 

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f R epre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority o f the same, as follow s:

1 Section six of chapter one hundred and thirty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the section and substituting in place thereof the
4 following new sections: —
5 Section 6. The director of the division of forestry
6 is hereby authorized to demonstrate to owners of
7 woodland, free of charge, the proper methods of
8 planting, weeding, selective cutting, pruning, thin-
9 ning and other silvicultural practices for the; estab- 

10 lishment, improvement or regeneration of the forests.
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11 Section 6A. For the purpose of rehabilitating the
12 forest lands devastated by the hurricane of nineteen
13 hundred and thirty-eight which are not being re-
14 forested naturally, the director of the division of
15 forestry is hereby authorized for a period of five
16 years from the date of the passage of this act to dis-
17 tribute trees for reforestation to owners of such forest
18 land, at one half the current price being charged by
19 the director. It is provided, however, that no trees
20 shall be sold or distributed by the director until the
21 land which is proposed to be planted shall be examined
22 by him or his agent and the planting plan approved.
23 The director or his agent shall determine whether
24 it is suitable for reforestation, the size, species, num-
25 ber of trees to be planted and the method of planting.
26 This provision shall also apply to water-supply lands,
27 town forests and other publicly-owned areas in the
28 distribution of trees for reforestation.
29 Section 6B. The director may employ tempo-
30 rarily such technical foresters as he deems necessary
31 to discharge his duties under this act and the em-
32 ployment of such persons shall not be subject to
33 chapter thirty-one.
34 Section 6C. The director is hereby authorized
35 to co-operate with the federal government in carrying
36 out the purposes of this act and to use any funds
37 appropriated hereunder for such purpose. He is
38 further authorized to accept on behalf of the com-
39 monwealth and to expend for such purposes any
40 federal funds that may be made available.
41 Section 6D. For the purposes of this act there is
42 hereby authorized to be expended such sums as here-
43 after may be appropriated.


