
HOUSE No. 689
By Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of Edmond J. Donlan that Con

gress be memorialized to set apart for the relief of real estate in cities 
and towns a portion of additional taxes levied by the federal govern
ment. Constitutional Law.

C Ijc  C o m m o n to e a iti)  o f ^ a s s a c f t u s m s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

R e s o l u t i o n s  m e m o r i a l i z i n g  t h e  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e

UNITED STATES TO SET APART, FOR THE RE LIE F OF REAL 

ESTATE IN CITIES AND TOW NS, A PORTION OF ADDITIONAL 

TAXES LEVIED OR TO BE LEVIED BY THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT.

1 Whereas, The federal government will presently
2 levy new and heavy taxes for national defence pur-
3 poses; and
4 Whereas, The federal government will thereby
5 further pre-empt to itself more and more the remaining
6 sources of governmental revenue, leaving real estate
7 as the principal source of revenue for local taxing
8 authorities; and
9 Whereas, Real estate in Massachusetts, especially

10 in industrial areas, is now taxed at a rate which is
11 confiscatory, and many homes have been or are
12 about to be foreclosed for unpaid taxes; and
13 Whereas, The security of home ownership is, in the
14 final analysis, the very backbone of national defence;
15 therefore be it
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16 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts
17 respectfully urges the Congress of the United States
18 to provide that a fair and ratable share of any new
19 federal taxes levied on the people of Massachusetts
20 be set apart as a fund to be turned back to the cities
21 and towns to be used to lower real estate taxes to a
22 point equal to the rate of taxation now borne by real
23 estate situated in the District of Columbia; and
24 be it further
25 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth
26 forthwith send copies of these resolutions to the
27 President, the Vice President, and the Secretary of
28 State of the United States, and to the members of
29 Congress from Massachusetts.


