
HOUSE No. 715

By Mr. Atkinson of Brookline, petition of Henry Ware and another 
relative to the number of signatures required on nomination papers 
of candidates for re-election to town offices. Election Laws.

C ije  C o m m o n to e a liJ )  o f e p a s s a c iju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s

REQUIRED ON NOMINATION PAPERS OF CANDIDATES FOR 

RE-ELECTION TO TOW N OFFICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section six of chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter one
3 hundred and ninety-one of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by
5 inserting after the word “ town” in the twenty-third
6 line the words: — , or in the case of a candidate for
7 re-election to a town office, — and by adding at the
8 end the following new sentence: —  A person holding
9 office by virtue of an election under section eleven of

10 chapter forty-one of the General Laws shall not be
11 deemed, for the purposes of this section, a candidate
12 for re-election to such office, —  so as to read as
13 follows: —  Section 6. Nominations of candidates for
14 any offices to be filled by all the voters of the common-
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15 wealth may be made by nomination papers, stating
16 the facts required by section eight and signed in the
17 aggregate by not less than such number of voters as
18 will equal three per cent of the entire vote cast for
19 governor at the preceding biennial state election.
20 Nominations of all other candidates for offices to be
21 filled at a state election, and of all candidates for
22 offices to be filled at a city or town election except
23 where city charters or general or special laws provide
24 otherwise, may be made by like nomination papers,
25 signed in the aggregate by not less than such number
26 of voters as will equal three per cent of the entire
27 vote cast for governor at the preceding biennial state
28 election in the electoral district or division for which
29 the officers are to be elected. Nominations of candi-
30 dates for town offices to be filled at a town election
31 may be made by nomination papers which shall be
32 signed as aforesaid but in no case by less than twenty
33 voters. At a first election to be held in a newly estab-
34 lished ward, the number of voters upon a nomination
35 paper of a candidate who is to be voted for only in
36 such ward need not exceed fifty; and at a first elec-
37 tion in a town, or in the case of a candidate for re-
38 election to a town office, the number for the nomina-
39 tion of a candidate who is to be voted for only in such
40 town need not exceed twenty. A person holding
41 office by virtue of an election under section eleven of
42 chapter forty-one of the General Laws shall not be
43 deemed, for the purposes of this section, a candidate
44 for re-election to such office.


