
HOUSE No. 890
By Mr. McCarthy of Somerville, petition of the Massachusetts 

Permanent Firemen’s Association for further regulating the hours of 
duty of permanent members of fire departments in certain cities and 
towns. Public Service.

Cljt Commonwealth of figjassacfcusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  h o u r s  o f  d u t y  o f

PERM AN EN T MEM BERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN 

CERTAIN CITIES AND TOW NS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section fifty-eight, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 new section: —
5 Section 58A. The hours of duty of the permanent
6 members of the uniformed fire fighting force in every
7 city which accepts this section by vote of its city
8 council and in every town which accepts this section
9 by vote of its inhabitants at a town meeting shall

10 be so established by the fire commissioner, board of
11 fire commissioners, chief engineer, board of engineers,
12 or other officers having charge of fire fighting that the
13 average weekly hours of duty in any year shall not
14 exceed seventy in number.
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15 This section shall not affect any law, ordinance or
16 by-law relative to salary, pensions, annual vacations
17 or sick or disability leave of absence of the members
18 of the fire fighting force in any city or town subject
19 to this section. Sections fifty-six, fifty-seven and fifty-
20 nine shall not apply to the permanent members of
21 the uniformed fire fighting force in any such city or
22 town.
23 All ordinances or by-laws, or parts thereof, affect-
24 ing the number that may be appointed as members
25 of a fire fighting force, or the meal hours or days off
26 of the members of the fire department of any such
27 city or town, shall have no force after this section
28 becomes effective therein.
29 The words “ hours of duty” as used in this section
30 shall include any period of time during which any
31 permanent member of the fire fighting force in such
32 city or town performs duty within or outside the
33 confines of such city or town in case of a conflagra-
34 tion or any emergency where the health and safety
35 of persons are in danger.


