
No. 902HOUSE
By Mr. Hollis of Stoneham, petition of the Massachusetts State

Nurses’ Association and others for the establishmentof a new board of
registration of nurses and relative to the registration of attendants
and the licensing of schools of nursing. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act establishing a new board of registration

OF NURSES AND AN ADVISORY COUNCIL TO SAID BOARD,

AND PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRATION OF NURSES

AND ATTENDANTS AND THE LICENSING OF SCHOOLS OF

NURSING AND SCHOOLS FOR ATTENDANTS.

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out sections thirteen,
3 fourteen and fifteen, as appearing in the Tercen-
4 tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the six
5 following sections:
6 Section 13. There shall be a board of registration
7 of nurses, in sections thirteen to fifteen A, inclusive,
8 called the board, consisting of five members, each of
9 whom shall be a citizen of the United States and
10 a registered nurse who shall have been graduated
11 from a school of nursing at least eight years prior to

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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his appointment. No member shall serve more than
two consecutive terms. One member shall be a
superintendent of a hospital having an approved
school of nursing and two members shall each have
had at least three years’ experience in teaching in the
theory and practice of nursing in an approved school
of nursing. One member shall be the principal of an
approved school of nursing. As the term of a mem-
ber expires, his successor shall be appointed by the
governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
to hold office for five years.
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Section 14- The board shall hold regular meetings
on the second Tuesdays of January, April, and
October, in each year in quarters which shall be pro-
vided in the state house or elsewhere, and it may hold
additional meetings at such times and places as it
may determine. At the regular meeting in October,
it shall organize by electing a chairman and a secre-
tary, and such other officers as may be deemed
necessary, each of whom shall hold office for one
year. The board shall appoint an executive secretary
who shall not be a member of the board, but shall be
a registered nurse and a citizen of the United States,
and shall carry out the duties as prescribed by the
board. He shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one
and shall receive such compensation as may be fixed
by the governor and council.
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Section 14A. There shall be an advisory council
to the board, to be known as the advisory council
to the board of registration of nurses, in sections
fourteen A to fifteen, inclusive, called the advisory
council. The advisory council shall consist of two
persons who are members of and shall represent the
Massachusetts State Nurses Association, two persons
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46 who are members of and shall represent the Massa-
47 chusetts Hospital Association, two persons who are
48 members of and shall represent the Massachusetts
49 Medical Society, and three persons, representing the
50 public, all of whom shall be appointed by the gover-
51 nor, with the advice and consent of the council.
52 Upon the expiration of their respective terms their
53 successors shall be appointed for terms of three years
54 Section 148. The advisory council shall hold two
55 regular meetings each year at the office of the board,
56 one of which regular meetings shall be held on the
57 third Tuesday of October in each year, and it may

58 hold additional meetings at such times and places
59 as it may determine and when requested in writing-
60 by the board. At the regular meeting in October,
61 it shall organize by electing a chairman, who shall
62 hold office for one year and such other officers as
63 may be deemed necessary. It shall be the duty of the
64 advisory council to advise with the board concerning
65 any and all matters coming within the provisions of
66 sections thirteen to fifteen A, inclusive, and of sections
67 seventy-four to eighty-one inclusive, of chapter one
68 hundred and twelve and the enforcement thereof,

69 which in the opinion of the advisory council or the
70 board shall be deemed necessary or expedient, and
71 the annual report of the condition of nursing in the
72 commonwealth, made by the board as provided in
73 section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred and
74 twelve, may be supplemented by additional com-
75 ment, criticism, or suggestions which the advisory

76 council may care to make.
77 Section 15. Each member of the board shall re-
-78 ceive a salary of three hundred dollars per annum
79 for the performance of his duties and the necessary
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80 travelling expenses actually incurred in attending the
81 meetings of the board. Said compensation and
82 travelling expenses, and any incidental expenses
83 necessarily incurred by the board or any member
84 thereof, shall be paid by the commonwealth; pro-
-85 vided, that such compensation and expenses shall
86 not be in excess of the receipts for registration paid
87 to the commonwealth by the board. The members
88 of the advisory council shall receive no compensation
89 but shall receive the actual and necessary expenses
90 incurred by them in the performance of their duties.
91 Section 15A. The board may appoint such num-
-92 ber of supervisors and such number of clerical and
93 other assistants as the work of the board may require.
94 Every such supervisor shall be a citizen of the
95 United States, and shall be a registered nurse who
96 shall have practiced as such within the common-
-97 wealth for not less than five years. Such supervisors
98 shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one and may
99 be removed by the board at any time.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section seventy-four to eighty-one, inclusive, and the
4 caption above said section seventy-four, as appearing
5 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
6 thereof, under the caption registration of nurses
7 and attendants, the following sections:
8 Section 7J+. The board of registration of nurses,
9 in sections seventy-four to eighty-one called the

10 board, shall register as nurses only graduates of
11 schools of nursing which it registers as approved.
12 An application for registration as an approved school
13 may be made by any school of nursing and shall be



HOUSE No. 902.1941.] 5

14 made on forms prepared and furnished by the board
15 which shall contain such information as the board
16 requires, and shall be signed by the duly authorized
17 representative of the school under the penalties of
18 perjury. The board shall make reasonable rules and
19 regulations concerning the general conduct of ap-

20 proved schools including the qualifications of the
21 principal and teachers therein, requirements for ad-
22 mission of students, the curriculum to be taught
23 therein, the teaching equipment, and the housing of
24 students. Registration of schools shall be without
25 fee and shall be renewed annually subject to annual
26 approval of the board.
27 Section 7J+A. The board shall hold examinations
28 for the registration of nurses and shall give notice
29 of the times, places and subjects of such examina-
30 tions, by publication in one or more newspapers in
31 each county. Applications for registration, signed
32 and sworn to by the applicant, shall be made on
33 blanks furnished by the board. An applicant who
34 furnishes satisfactory proof that he is at least twenty-
35 one, of good moral character and a graduate of a
36 training school for nurses approved and registered
37 by the board, shall, upon payment of five dollars
38 be examined by the board, and, if found qualified,
39 shall be registered with a right to use the title “regis-
-40 tered nurse” and to practice as such, and shall re-
41 ceive a certificate thereof from the board signed by
42 its chairman and secretary. An applicant failing to
43 pass an examination satisfactory to the board shall
44 be entitled, within one year thereafter, to a re-
-45 examination at a meeting of the board called for the
46 examination of applicants, without the payment of
47 an additional fee. Every person registered here-
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under who continues to hold himself out as a regis-
tered nurse shall, on or before December thirty-first
in each year, renew his registration for the ensuing
year by payment of one dollar to the board, and
thereupon the board shall issue a certificate showing
that the holder thereof is entitled to practice as a
registered nurse for the period covered by said pay-
ment. In default of such renewal, a person registered
hereunder shall forfeit the right to practice as a regis-
tered nurse or to hold himself out as such until such
fee shall have been paid. The board may, after a
hearing, by vote of a majority of its members, annul
the registration and cancel the certificate of any
nurse, and without a hearing, may annul the registra-
tion and cancel the certificate of a nurse who has
been found guilty of a crime.
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Section 7JtS ■ The board shall register as attend-
ants only graduates of schools for attendants which
it registers as approved. An application for registra-
tion as an approved school for attendants may be
made by any school for attendants and shall be made
on forms prepared and furnished by the board which
shall contain such information as the board requires,
and shall be signed by the duly authorized represen-
tative of the school under the penalties of perjury.
The board shall make reasonable rules and regula-
tions concerning the general conduct of approved
schools including the qualifications of the principal
and teachers therein, requirements for admission for
students, the curriculum to be taught therein, the
teaching equipment, and the housing of students.
Registration of schools for attendants shall be with-
out fee and shall be renewed annually subject to
annual approval of the board.
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82 Section 74C. The board shall hold examinations
83 for the registration of attendants and shall give
84 notice of the times, places and subjects of such
85 examinations, by publication in one or more news-
-86 papers in each county. Applications for registration,
87 signed and sworn to by the applicant, shall be made
88 on blanks furnished by the board. An applicant who
89 furnishes satisfactory proof that he is at least eight-
90 een, of good moral character, and a graduate of a
91 training school for attendants approved and regis-
92 tered by the board, shall, upon payment of three
93 dollars, be examined by the board, and if found
94 qualified, shall be registered, with a right to use the
95 title “registered attendant” and to practice as such,
96 and shall receive a certificate thereof from the board,
97 signed by its chairman and secretary. An applicant
98 failing to pass an examination satisfactory to the
99 board shall be entitled, within one year thereafter to
100 a re-examination at a meeting of the board called
101 for the examination of applicants, without the pay
102 ment of an additional fee. Every person registered
103 hereunder who continues to hold himself out as a
104 registered attendant shall, on or before December
105 thirty-first in each year, renew his registration for
106 the ensuing year by payment of one dollar to the
107 board, and thereupon the board shall issue a certifi-
108 cate showing that the holder thereof is entitled to
109 practice as a registered attendant for the period
110 covered by said payment. In default of such re-
111 newal, a person registered hereunder shall forfeit
112 the right to practice as a registered attendant or to
113 hold himself out as such until such fee shall have been
114 paid. The board may, after a hearing, by vote of a
115 majority of its members, annul the registration and
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116 cancel the certificate of any attendant; and without
117 a hearing, may annul the registration and cancel the
118 certificate of an attendant who has been found
119 guilty of a crime.
120 Section 74D. A written decision of the board
121 refusing to approve any school under the provisions
122 of section seventy-four or section seventy-four (6)
123 shall not become effective until thirty days after
124 written notice is given to the school seeking such
125 approval. Every such school aggrieved by such
126 refusal shall have the right to petition the advisory
127 council, established by section fourteen A of chapter
128 thirteen to revise or reverse the decision of the board.
129 Notice of the filing of such petition shall be given to
130 the secretary of the board. The advisory council
131 shall hear the case and finally determine whether or
132 not such approval shall be granted or revised. Upon
133 the filing of such a petition within the aforesaid
134 period of thirty days, then the said decision of the
135 board shall not become effective until a final order
136 affirming said decision is made by the advisory coun-
-137 cil upon the aforesaid petition.
138 Section 75. Examinations shall be in the English
139 language and shall include such subjects as the board
140 shall by its rules and regulations determine.
141 Section 76. The board may, upon the filing of an
142 application on a form prescribed and furnished by
143 the board, signed and sworn to under the penalties
144 of perjury, and accompanied by a registration fee of
145 ten dollars, register as a nurse, without examination
146 any person who has been registered as a nurse under
147 the laws of another state, which in the opinion of the
148 board, maintains a standard substantially equivalent
149 to that of this commonwealth.



No. 902.1941.] HOUSE - 9

150 Section 76A. The board may, upon the filing of
151 an application on a form prescribed and furnished
152 by the board, signed and sworn to under the penalties
153 of perjury, and accompanied by a registration fee of
154 ten dollars, register as an attendant, without exam-
-155 ination any person who has been registered as an
156 attendant under the laws of another state, which,
157 in the opinion of the board, maintains a standard
158 substantially equivalent to that of this common-
-159 wealth.
160 Section 77. The board shall investigate all corn-
-161 plaints of violation of sections seventy-four to eighty-
-162 one, inclusive, and whenever, after investigation, in
163 its opinion such violation has occurred, shall report
164 the same to the proper prosecuting officers.
165 Section 78. The board shall keep a record of the
166 names of all persons registered by it and of all money
167 received and disbursed by it, and a duplicate thereof
168 shall be open to public inspection in the office of the
169 secretary of the commonwealth. The board shall
170 make an annual report of the condition of pursing
171 in the commonwealth.
172 Section 79. The board may make such rules and
173 regulations consistent with law relative to procedure
174 and practice under sections seventy-four to eighty-
-175 one, inclusive, as it deems expedient.
176 Section 80. Whoever, not being lawfully author-
-177 ized to practice as a registered nurse within the corn-
-178 monwealth, practices or attempts to practice as a
179 registered nurse, or uses the abbreviation R.N., or
180 any words, letters or figures to indicate that the
181 person using the same is such a registered nurse,
182 and whoever, not being lawfully authorized to prac-
-183 tice as a registered attendant, shall, except as pro-
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184 vided in section sixty-five, be punished by a fine of
185 not more than one hundred dollars. Whoever be-
-186 comes or attempts to become registered or practices
187 or attempts to practice as a registered nurse or as
188 a registered attendant under a false or assumed name,
189 shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hun-
-190 dred nor more than five hundred dollars or by im-
-191 prisonment for not more than three months, or both.
192 Section 81. Sections seventy-four to eighty, in-
-193 elusive, shall not apply to gratuitous nursing of the
194 sick by friends or members of the family, or to acts
195 of any person nursing the sick for hire who does not
196 assume to be a registered nurse, or a registered
197 attendant.

1 Section 3. Any person who, upon the effective
2 date of this act is entitled to practice as a registered
3 nurse in this commonwealth, shall, without exam-
-4 ination or the payment of any fee, be registered as
5 a nurse by the board of registration of nurses estab-
-6 li§hed by section one of this act and any person who
7 prior to the effective date of this act has at any time
8 been entitled to practice as a registered nurse in this
9 commonwealth, shall upon the payment of the annual

10 registration fee, be registered by said board; pro-
-11 vided, that such a person makes application to the
12 board for such registration upon a form furnished
13 by the board and signed to by such applicant under
14 the penalties of perjury. Any person who shall
15 prove to the satisfaction of the board that he has
16 been actively engaged as an attendant within the
17 commonwealth for at least two years prior to the
18 effective date of this act, shall, without examination,
19 upon the payment of a registration fee of three dol-
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20 lars, be registered as an attendant by the said board;
21 provided, that such a person makes application to
22 the board for such registration, upon a form fur-
-23 nished by the board, signed by such applicant under
24 the penalties of perjury and containing therein such
25 information as the board shall require, accompanied
26 by the prescribed fee, within one year after such date
27 of taking full effect. The qualifications for exam-
-28 ination for registration of nurses as set forth in this
29 act shall not apply to any nurse who was eligible for
30 registration at the time of her graduation, nor to
31 any applicant for registration who shall have matric-
-32 ulated in any school of nursing prior to the effective
33 date of this act.

1 Section 4. In the month of September in the
2 current year, the governor, with the advice and con-
-3 sent of the council, shall appoint five persons to serve
4 as the board of registration of nurses hereinbefore
5 established, of whom one shall serve for one year,
6 one for two years, one for three years, one for four
7 years, and one for five years, as the governor may
8 designate, from the first day of October next follow-
-9 ing, and shall appoint nine persons to serve as the
10 advisory council hereinbefore established, of whom
11 three shall serve for one year, three for two years,
12 and three for three years, as the governor may
13 designate, from said first day of October. Upon the
14 expiration of the terms of members of said board and
15 of said advisory council, their respective successors
16 shall be appointed as hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 5. Section four of this act shall take
2 effect on September first of the current year, and all
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other provisions thereof shall take effect upon the
appointment and qualification of the initial members
of said board, as provided in said section four. Upon
the appointment and qualification of the initial
members of said board, the terms of office of the
members of the board of registration of nurses in
office immediately prior thereto shall terminate.


