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By Mr. Foster of Somerville, petition of John F. Foster for legisla-
tion relative to the establishment of purchasing departments in cities.
Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortv-One

An Act relative to the establishment of purchasing

DEPARTMENTS IN CITIES.

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section one
3 hundred and four, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, the following new section:-
5 Section 104A. In any city of which the city
6 council refuses or fails to submit to the voters the
7 question provided in section one hundred and four,
8 upon petition of not less than three per cent of the
9 registered voters thereof, duly certified by the

10 registrars of voters and filed with the state secretary
11 not less than thirty days before any state election,
12 the state secretary shall cause to be printed upon the
13 official ballot to be used in such city at such state
14 election the following question: “Shall section one
15 hundred and three of chapter forty-one of the General
16 Laws, authorizing the establishment of purchasing

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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17 departments in cities, be accepted?” If a majority
18 of the voters voting thereon shall vote in the affirma-
-19 tive, said section one hundred and three shall take
20 effect in that city.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and three of
2 said chapter forty-one, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “section” in
4 the second line the \\ ords: —or in section one hun-
-5 dred and four A, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-6 tion 103. A city which accepts this section in the
7 manner provided in the following section or in section
8 one hundred and four A, or has accepted corresponding
9 provisions of earlier laws, or a town which accepts

10 this section or has accepted corresponding provisions
11 of earlier laws, may establish a purchasing depart-
-12 ment, to consist of a purchasing agent and such
13 assistants as the city council or selectmen may deter-
-14 mine. In cities the salaries of the purchasing agent
15 and assistants shall be determined by the city council.
16 In cities the agent and assistants shall be appointed
17 by the mayor for such terms of office as may be pre-

-18 scribed by ordinance, and in towns they shall be
19 appointed and may be removed by the selectmen.
20 The purchasing agent shall purchase all supplies for
21 the city or town and for every department thereof
22 except in case of emergency. All purchases or con-
-23 tracts for purchases exceeding one hundred dollars in
24 amount shall be based upon competition. A record
25 shall be kept by the department of the prices paid
26 for the supplies, and shall be open to the inspection
27 of any citizen.


