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By Messrs. Dennett of Sharon and Telford of Plainville, petition

of The Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce and others that Con-
gress be memorialized to propose an amendment to the federal con-
stitution relative to the imposition of taxes on incomes, inheritances
and gifts. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

Resolutions memorializing congress to amend the

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO

TAXES ON INCOMES, INHERITANCES AND GIFTS.

1 Resolved, That application be and it hereby is
2 made to the congress of the United States of America
3 to call a convention for the purpose of proposing the
4 following article as an amendment to the constitution
5 of the United States:

6 “article

7 “Section 1. The sixteenth article of amendment
8 to the constitution of the United States is hereby
9 repealed.

10 “ Section 2. The congress shall have power to
11 lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever
12 source derived, without apportionment among the
13 several states, and without regard to any census or
14 enumeration: Provided that in no case shall the
15 maximum rate of tax exceed twenty-five per centum.
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16 “Section 3. The maximum rate of any tax, duty,
17 or excise which congress may lay and collect with
18 respect to the devolution or transfer of property, or
19 any interest therein, upon or in contemplation of or
20 intended to take effect in possession or enjoyment at
21 or after death, or by way of gift, shall in no case exceed
22 twenty-five per centum.
23 “Section 4- The limitations upon the rates of
24 said taxes contained in sections two and three shall,
25 however, be subject to the qualification that in the
26 event of a war in which the United States is engaged
27 creating a grave national emergency requiring such
28 action to avoid national disaster, the congress by a
29 vote of three-fourths of each house may for a period
30 not exceeding one year increase beyond the limits
31 above prescribed the maximum rate of any such tax
32 upon income subsequently accruing or received or
33 with respect to subsequent devolutions or transfers of
34 property, with like power, while the United States is
35 actively engaged in such war, to repeat such action
36 as often as such emergency may require.
37 “Section 5. Sections one and two shall take effect
38 at midnight on the thirty-first day of December
39 following the ratification of this article. Nothing
40 contained in this article shall affect the power of the
41 United States after said date to collect any tax on
42 incomes for any period ending on or prior to said
43 thirty-first day of December laid in accordance with
44 the terms of any law then in effect.
45 “Section 6. Section three shall take effect at mid-
-46 night on the last day of the sixth month following the
47 ratification of this article. Nothing contained in this
48 article shall affect the power of the United States to
49 collect any tax on any devolution or transfer occurring
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50 prior to the taking effect of section three, laid in
51 accordance with the terms of any law then in effect.”
52 and be it further
53 Resolved, That the congress of the United States
54 be, and it hereby is, requested to provide as the
55 mode of ratification that said amendment shall be
56 valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the con-
-57 stitution of the United States, when ratified by the
58 legislatures of three-fourths of the several states;
59 and be it further
60 Resolved, That the state secretary be, and he hereby
61 is, directed to send a duly certified copy of this resolu-
-62 tion to the senate of the United States and one to the
63 house of representatives in the congress of the United
64 States.




