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By Mr. Kalus of Boston, petition of William Arthur Reilly (fire
commissioner of Boston) relative to revocation of licenses issued for
storage and selling of explosives and inflammable materials. Military
Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act relative to the revocation of licenses issued
FOR THE STORING, ETC., OF EXPLOSIVES AND INFLAM-

MABLE MATERIALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Clje Commontoealti) of s^assacbiwtts

1 Section 1. Section thirteen of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-eight of the General Laws, as most
3 recently amended by chapter three hundred and
4 thirty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by inserting
6 after the word “license” in line thirty-three the fol-
-7 lowing words: Failure to register a license in any
8 year as provided for in this section shall automati-
-9 cally revoke such license at midnight on April thir-

-10 tieth in said year, and by inserting after the word
11 “marshal” in line sixty-two the following words:
12 and shall be revoked in the event that said license in
13 any year shall not be registered as provided for in
14 this section, so as to read as follows: Section
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13. No building or other structure shall, except as
provided in section fourteen, be used for the keep-
ing, storage, manufacture or sale of any of the articles
named in section nine except fireworks, firecrackers
and torpedoes, unless the local licensing authority
shall have granted a license to use the land on which
such building or other structure is or is to be situated
for the aforementioned uses, after a public hearing,
notice of the time and place of which hearing shall
have been given, at the expense of the applicant, by
the clerk of the city or of the local licensing authority,
by publication, not less than seven days prior thereto,
in a newspaper published in the English language
in the city or town wherein said land is situated, if
there is any so published therein, otherwise in the
county in which such city or town lies, and also by
the applicant by registered mail, not less than seven
days prior to such hearing, to all owners of real
estate abutting on said land, and unless the applica-
tion for such license shall have endorsed thereon
the certificate of approval or disapproval of the head
of the fire department, and any license granted here-
under, or any license for the keeping, storage, manu-
facture or sale of any of the articles named in
section nine, except fireworks, firecrackers and torpe-
does, granted prior to July first, nineteen hundred
and thirty-six, including any license reinstated and
continued by the marshal as herein provided, shall
remain in force unless and until revoked as herein-
after provided.
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The owner or occupant of said land licensed as
herein provided, and the holder of any license for
the keeping, storage, manufacture or sale of any of
the articles named in section nine, except fireworks,
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firecrackers and torpedoes, granted prior to .July first,
nineteen hundred and thirty-six, including any li-
cense reinstated and continued by the marshal as
herein provided, shall annually, on or before April
thirtieth, file with the clerk of the city or town where
such license is to be or has been exercised, or in Bos-
ton, with the fire commissioner, or in Cambridge,
with the board of license commissioners, a certificate
of registration setting forth the name and address of
the holder of such license; provided, that no certifi-
cate of registration shall be required for any building
used as a garage for storing not more than three
vehicles, when once used under such a license. Fail-
ure to register a license in any year as provided for
in this section shall automatically revoke such license
at midnight on April thirtieth in said year. The
department may by regulation prescribe the amount
of any of the articles named in section nine that may
be kept in a building or other structure without a
license and registration, or either of them. Such fee
as may be established from time to time by ordinance
or by-law may be charged for any such license, regis-
tration or certificate of the head of the fire depart-
ment, respectively; provided, that the fee for such
registration shall be not more than one half of the
amount of the fee for such a license.
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The marshal may, upon application, and after a
public hearing, reinstate and continue in force and
effect any license granted prior to July first, nineteen
hundred and thirty-six, for the keeping, storage,
manufacture or sale of any of the articles named in
said section nine, except fireworks, firecrackers and
torpedoes, irrespective of the extent of the use and
occupancy of buildings or other structures made or
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had under said license prior to the date of such rein-
statement and continuance, anything in the provi-
sions of this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding,
unless prior to such reinstatement and continuance
said license has been revoked for cause or the marshal
shall have determined that a fire or explosion hazard
would result from the exercise of such license. The
marshal shall give written notice of such application,
and of the date of the hearing thereon, to the head
of the fire department of the city or town wherein is
situated the land to which such application relates
and shall, after such hearing, notify in like manner
the clerk of such city or town of the action taken
on such application.
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Any license granted hereunder or any license for
the keeping, storage, manufacture or sale of any of
the articles named in section nine, except fireworks,
firecrackers and torpedoes, granted prior to July first,
nineteen hundred and thirty-six, including any li-
cense reinstated and continued by the marshal as
herein provided, may be revoked for cause, after
notice and a hearing given to such owner or occupant,
by the local licensing authority or by the marshal
and shall be revoked in the event that said license in
any year shall not be registered as provided for in
this section. Any building or structure erected or
maintained under any of the aforementioned licenses
shall always be subject to such replacements and
alterations in construction and to such regulations
of its use in respect to protection against fire or ex-
plosion as the department may prescribe.
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Any person aggrieved by the granting of a license
hereunder on the ground that the exercise thereof
would constitute a fire or explosion hazard may,
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117 within ten days after the granting thereof, appeal
118 to the marshal who, after notice and hearing, shall
119 finally determine whether such a hazard would re-
-120 suit. If, in his opinion, such a hazard would result,
121 he shall notify the authority granting the license,
122 and such notice when received by such authority
123 shall constitute a revocation of such license and no
124 further license for the same or similar use of the same
125 land shall be granted within one year after the re-
-126 ceipt by such authority of such notice.

1 Section 2. This act shall apply to licenses
2 granted under said section thirteen prior to and after
3 the effective date of this act; but any building or
4 other structure lawfully used for any of the purposes
5 specified in said section thirteen without a license
6 may be continued in such use from year to year as
7 provided in said section as effective immediately
8 prior to July first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
9 and the provisions of said section as effective as

10 aforesaid shall continue to apply in such cases not-
-11 withstanding the provisions of this act.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on July first
2 of the current year.








