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By Mr. Fausey of West Springfield (by request), petition of Thomas 
McElhone relative to reimbursement by the Commonwealth of cities 
and towns for the care and treatment of certain needy persons. Pub
lic Welfare.

C iie  C o m m o n tu e a lt!)  o f ^ a s s a c fn is c t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct  r e l a t iv e  t o  r e im b u r s e m e n t  o f  c it ie s  a n d

TOWNS BY THE COMMONWEALTH FOR THE CARE AND 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN NEEDY PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-two of the Gen-
2 eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 eighteen, as amended by chapter three hundred and
4 seventy-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-six and inserting in place thereof the follow-
6 ing: —
7 Section 18. Reasonable expenses incurred by a
8 town under the preceding section within five days
9 next before notice has been given as therein required

10 arid also after the giving of such notice and until
11 said sick person is able to be removed to the state
12 infirmary shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth.
13 If the department, after investigation, deems it ex-
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14 pedient as an economy in expenditure and in the
15 interest of the patient’s health, it may authorize re-
16 imbursement for aid rendered after the patient has
17 become able to be so removed, and, in its discretion,
18 until the patient is able to be discharged. If the
19 department considers it expedient to order the re-
20 moval to the state infirmary of a person whose phys-
21 ical condition is such as to require attendance, rea-
22 sonable expenses incurred for such attendance as
23 directed by the department shall also be reimbursed
24 by the commonwealth. Bills for such support shall
25 not be allowed unless endorsed with the declaration
26 that, after full investigation, no kindred able to pay
27 the amount charged have been found, and that the
28 amount has actually been paid from the town treas-
29 ury, nor unless they are approved by the department
30 or by a person designated by it; and not more than
31 twenty-one dollars a week shall be allowed for the
32 support, plus necessary supplies, medicines, extra
33 nurses, transfusions, anaesthetic and operating room
34 fees of a person in a town hospital; provided, that
35 expenses incurred by a town for tonsil and adenoid
36 operations shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth
37 to an amount not exceeding fifteen dollars in the
38 case of any one such operation. Reimbursement by
39 the commonwealth under the provisions hereof shall
40 be subject to the provisions of section forty-two of
41 chapter one hundred and twenty-one.


