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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n Act relative to removals under the civil

SERVICE LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section forty-three of chapter thirty-
2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the seventh line, the word “ twenty-four”  and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: —  seventy-two,
5 — so that the first paragraph will read as follows: —
6 Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, every
7 person holding office or employment in the classified
8 public service of the commonwealth, or of any county,
9 city or town thereof, shall hold such office or employ-

10 ment and shall not be removed therefrom, lowered in
11 rank or compensation or suspended, or without his
12 consent transferred from such office or employment
13 to any other, except for just cause, and for reasons
14 specifically given him in writing within seventy-two
15 hours after such removal, suspension, transfer or
16 lowering in rank or compensation.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter thirty-one is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section forty-five,
3 as amended by section two of chapter two hundred
4 and forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-four, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
6 lowing: —
7 Section 4-5. Within thirty days after the hearing
8 provided for in section forty-three or after a finding
9 of the commissioner of correction under section forty-

10 six, the person so removed, transferred or lowered in
11 rank or compensation, or suspended, or whose office
12 or position is abolished, except members of the police
13 department of Boston, the police of the metropolitan
14 district commission and the state police, may bring
15 a petition in the district court of the judicial district
16 where such person resides, addressed to the justice of
17 the court, praying that the action of the officer or
18 board may be reviewed by the court, and after such
19 notice to such officer or board as the court deems
20 necessary, it shall review such action, hear the wit-
21 nesses, and determine whether or not upon all the
22 evidence such action was justified. Such petitions
23 may be removed by the petitioner or the respondent
24 to the superior court for jury trial and the provisions
25 of chapter three himdred and eighty-seven of the acts
26 of nineteen hundred and thirty-four as amended
27 shall be applicable. If the court and jury find that
28 such action was justified, the decision at the hearing
29 shall be affirmed; otherwise it shall be reversed and
30 the petitioner shall be reinstated in his office without
31 loss of compensation. The decision of the court and
32 jury shall be final and conclusive upon the parties.


