
HOUSE No. 1598

By Mr. Nelson of Boston (by request), petition of John J. Whit
tlesey relative to giving notice to certain corporations of injuries or 
damage sustained through negligence. The Judiciary.

C&e Commontocaltb of egiassacimsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  g iv in g  n o t ic e  t o  c e r t a in  c o r 

p o r a t io n s  OF INJURIES OR DAMAGE SUSTAINED THROUGH 

NEGLIGENCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. No action to recover damages for an
2 injury to or the death of any person, or for injury to
3 personal property, caused by negligence, shall be
4 commenced or maintained against any street railway
5 company, any railroad company operated by steam
6 or other power, any electric light or power company,
7 any gas company, any other public utility company,
8 or any corporation operating common carrier motor
9 vehicles pursuant to the provisions of chapter one

10 hundred fifty-nine A, one hundred fifty-nine B, or
11 one hundred sixty, unless written notice containing
12 a general description of the injury, the name and place
13 of residence of the person injured and the time, place
14 and cause of the injury or damage, as nearly as the
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15 same can be ascertained, shall have been given to the 
1G defendant within thirty days after the neglect com-
17 plained of. Such notice shall be given to the president,
18 treasurer, secretary or other corresponding officer of
19 the defendant. The giving of notice required by these
20 provisions shall be a condition precedent to the right
21 to commence or maintain an action, and the plaintiff
22 shall not be entitled to recover any judgment therein
23 in the absence of evidence that such notice was actu-
24 ally received by the defendant. Such notice shall
25 not be invalid or insufficient solely by reason of any
26 inaccuracy in stating the name or place of residence
27 of the person injured, or the time, place or cause of
28 the injury, if it is shown that there was no intention
29 to mislead and that the party entitled to notice was
30 not in fact misled thereby. The words “ place of
31 residence of the person injured”  herein used shall
32 include the street and number, if any, of his residence,
33 as well as the city or town. The foregoing shall not
34 be construed to affect any provisions respecting notice
35 of injuries contained in sections fifteen and eighteen
36 of chapter eighty-four, and in section eighty-nine of
37 chapter one hundred sixty-one.

1 Se c t io n  2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


