
HOUSE No. 1616
By Mr. Alfred M. Bessette of New Bedford, petition of the Massa

chusetts State Pharmaceutical Association and the Board of Regis
tration in Pharmacy for legislation relative to the qualifications of 
applicants for registration as pharmacists. Public Health.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct relative to the qualification of applicants

FOR REGISTRATION AS PHARMACISTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-four of chapter one
2 hundred and twelve of the General Laws, as most
3 recently amended by section one of chapter three
4 hundred and forty-three of the acts of nineteen hun-
5 dred and thirty-seven, is hereby further amended by
6 inserting after the word “ examination”  in the fifth
7 line the following: — ; provided, that he shall have
8 graduated from a school or college of pharmacy ap-
9 proved by the board and the commissioner of edu-

10 cation, — so as to read as follows: — Section 2J+. A
11 person who desires to do business as a pharmacist
12 shall, upon payment of five dollars to the board of
13 registration in pharmacy, herein and in sections
14 twenty-five to forty-two, inclusive, called the board,
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15 be entitled to examination; provided, that he shall
16 have graduated from a school or college of pharmacy
17 approved by the board and the commissioner of edu-
18 cation, and, if found qualified, shall be registered as
19 a pharmacist, and shall receive a certificate signed
20 by the president and secretary of the board. Any
21 person failing to pass such examination shall upon
22 request be re-examined, after the expiration of three
23 months, at any regular meeting of the board, upon
24 payment of five dollars. The board may grant cer-
25 tificates of registration as assistants after examina-
26 tion upon the terms above named, and such certifi-
27 cates shall entitle the holder thereof to all the privi-
28 leges of a registered pharmacist during the temporary
29 absence of the latter, which absence shall be not more
30 than six hours in any one period of twenty-four con-
31 secutive hours; provided, that, upon application to
32 the board, such an assistant may be permitted to ex-
33 ercise the privileges of a registered pharmacist for
34 such further period as the board shall determine. No
35 such certificate as assistant shall allow the holder
36 thereof to engage in the drug business on his own
37 account or as a manager to conduct a pharmacy or
38 drug store. The board may grant certificates of reg-
39 istration to such persons as shall furnish with their
40 applications satisfactory proof that they have been
41 registered by examination in some other state; pro-
42 vided, that such other state shall require a degree of
43 competency equal to that required of applicants in
44 this commonwealth. Every such applicant for regis-
45 tration as a registered pharmacist shall pay to the
46 secretary of the board twenty-five dollars at the time
47 of filing his application. No such certificate shall be
48 granted until the person applying therefor shall have
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49 signified his intention of acting under the same in
50 this commonwealth. No certificate shall be granted
51 under this section unless the applicant shall have sub-
52 mitted evidence satisfactory to the board that he is a
53 citizen of the United States.

1 Section 2. Section forty-two A of said chapter
2 one hundred and twelve, inserted by section six of
3 said chapter three hundred and forty-three, is hereby
4 amended by striking out, in the fifth, sixth, seventh
5 and eighth lines, the words provided, that noth-
6 ing herein shall authorize the board to make a rule or 
( regulation requiring, as a prerequisite to the exami-
8 nation of an applicant under section twenty-four, or
9 to his qualification, that he be the holder of a de-

10 gree” , so as to read as follows: —  Section 1+%A.
11 The board may make such rules and regulations as
12 it deems necessary to enable it to properly enforce
13 the provisions of law relating to the retail drug busi-
14 ness and pharmacy, and regarding any other matter
15 within its jurisdiction.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect January first,
2 nineteen hundred and forty-five.




