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By Messrs. Sheridan and Roberts of Framingham (by request), 

petition of Thomas G. Portmore and another for amendment of the 
laws relative to the calling of special town meetings. Towns.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act relative to the calling of special town

MEETINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ten of chapter thirty-nine of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter one hundred and eighty-two of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the words “ of two hundred
6 registered voters o r” , in the nineteenth and twentieth
7 lines of said section, so that the fifth sentence of said
8 section shall read as follows: - The selectmen shall
9 call a special town meeting upon request in writing

10 of twenty per cent of the total number of registered
11 voters of the town, such meeting to be held not later
12 than thirty days after the receipt of such request, and
13 shall insert in the warrant therefor all subjects the
14 insertion of which shall be requested by said petition.

1 Section 2. Section twelve of chapter thirty-nine
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
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3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the words
4 “ justice of the peace”  in the second line thereof and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: —  justice of the
6 district court of the judicial district in which said
7 town is located, —  so that said section twelve shall
8 read as follows: - - Section 12. In Case of Refusal by
9 Selectmen. If the selectmen unreasonably refuse to

10 call a town meeting a justice of the district court of
11 the judicial district in which said town is located,
12 upon written application of one hundred registered
13 voters of the town, may call a meeting by a warrant
14 under his hand, stating the subjects to be acted upon,
15 directed to the constables of the town if there are any,
16 otherwise to any of the persons applying therefor,
17 directing them to summon the inhabitants qualified
18 to vote in town affairs to assemble at the time and
19 place and for the purposes expressed in the warrant.


