
HOUSE No. 1641
By Mr. Yallely of Boston, petition of Robert Cutler for legislation 

to clarify the law relating to tax liens. Taxation.

Ciic Commontoealtb of Q^assacimsciig
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  l a w  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t a x
LIEN, AND MAKING FU RTHER PROVISION FOR C ER TIFI
CATION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefor it is hereby de-
3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the irn-
4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter sixty of the General Laws is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section sixty-one, as most
3 recently amended by section one of chapter ninety-
4 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 61. Whenever a town shall have purchased
7 or taken real estate for payment of taxes the lien of
8 the town on such real estate for all taxes assessed
9 subsequently to the assessment for the payment of 

10 which the estate was purchased or taken shall con-
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11 tinue by operation of law, and it shall be unneces-
12 sary for the town to take or sell said real estate for
13 non-payment of said subsequent taxes, costs and in-
14 terest; and on redemption from such taking or pur-
15 chase, said. subsequent taxes, costs and interest shall
16 be paid to the town, and the payment shall be made
17 a part of the terms of redemption, except that if any
18 of the said subsequent taxes have not been certified
19 by the collector to the treasurer to be added to the
20 tax title account, then redemption may be made by
21 payment only of the amount of the tax for which
22 the estate was purchased or taken and of such sub-
23 sequent taxes as shall have been so certified, together
24 with costs and interest. For the purposes of orderly
25 procedure, the collector shall certify to the treasurer
26 on or before September first of the year following
27 that of their assessment or reassessment all subsequent
28 taxes which become part of the terms of redemption
29 and the treasurer shall give him a certificate stating
30 that the amount or amounts have been added to the
31 tax title account or accounts and the collector shall
32 be credited as if the tax had been paid in money. Cer-
33 tification may be made at any time after the date
34 above mentioned upon the written authorization of
35 the commissioner. A city or town which has assigned
36 a tax title held by it shall, after such assignment, have
37 all the rights and powers to take or sell the real
38 estate affected thereby, for the non-payment of taxes,
39 which it would have possessed had said citjr or town
40 never been the holder of said tax title.


