
HOUSE . . . .  No. 1897
By Mr. K ing of Millis, petition of the Republican State Committee 

(by Edward D. Sirois, chairman) for legislation to provide for the 
appointment by city and town committees of delegates to state con
ventions of political parties. Election Laws.

Cfte Commonioealti) of s^assacinisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct pro vid in g  fo r  th e  a ppo in tm e n t  b y  c ity  and

TOWN COMMITTEES OF DELEGATES TO STATE CON
VENTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Section nine of chapter fifty-two of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section one of chapter three hundred and forty-six
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the first,
6 third and fourth sentences and inserting in place
7 thereof, respectively, the three following sentences: -
8 The state committee shall fix the number of dele-
9 gates to the state convention, not less than one for

10 each ward and each town, to be appointed by the
11 city and town committees.
12 Notice of the number of delegates and committee
13 members shall be given by the state, city or town
14 committee, as the case may be, to the state secretary
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15 on or before February first of the year in which such
16 persons are to be appointed or elected.
17 In case a state committee fails to fix the number of
18 said delegates, and to give notice thereof as aforesaid
19 to the state secretary, the number to be appointed
20 shall be one for each ward and each town.

1 Section  2. Section two of chapter fifty-three of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
3 tion five of chapter four hundred and seventy-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the word
6 “ provides” in the third and fourth lines the words:
7 — and except in the case of the appointment of dele-
8 gates to a state convention, — so as to read as fol-
9 lows: — Section 2. Except in the case of municipal

10 nominations where a city charter or a law applying
11 specially to a particular town otherwise provides and
12 except in the case of the appointment of delegates to
13 a state convention, candidates of political parties for
14 all elective offices, except presidential elector, shall
15 be nominated, and delegates to conventions and mem-
16 bers of political committees, except as provided in
17 sections one and four of chapter fifty-two, shall be
18 elected, in primaries or caucuses, and the nomination
19 of any party other than a political party, in any dis-
20 trict containing more than one ward or town, shall
21 be made by a convention of delegates chosen by
22 caucuses held under section one hundred and seven-
23 teen in the wards and towns of the district for which
24 the nomination is to be made. All nominations and
25 elections in primaries and caucuses shall be by direct
26 plurality vote. No candidates shall be nominated
27 and no member of a political committee or convention
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28 delegate elected, in any other manner than is pro-
29 vided in this chapter or in sections one and four of
30 said chapter fifty-two.

1 Sectio n  3. Section thirty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section nine
3 of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby
0 further amended by striking out, in the twenty-sixth
6 and twenty-seventh lines, the words “ , for delegate
7 to a state convention” , — so that the third para-
8 graph will read as follows: — Against the name of
9 a candidate for an elective office, for delegate or alter-

10 nate delegate to a national convention, for a ward or
11 town committee, or for a state committee, shall be
12 printed the street and number, if any, of his residence.

1 Section  4. Section forty-one of said chapter fifty-
2 three, as most recently amended by section eleven of
3 chapter four hundred and seventy-three of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is further
5 amended by striking out, in the fourth and fifth
6 lines, the words “ , and for the election of delegates
7 to state conventions of political parties” , — so as to
8 read as follows: — Section 4-1 ■ Primaries shall be
9 held for the nomination of candidates of political

10 parties for all offices to be filled at a state election,
11 except presidential elector. Sections forty-two to
12 fifty-three A, inclusive, shall apply to such primaries.

1 Sectio n  5. Section forty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 twelve of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
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5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the second
6 line, the words “ or election” , — and by striking out,
7 in the eighth and ninth lines, the words and for
8 delegates to state conventions,” —  so as to read as
9 follows: — Section 44. The nomination of candidates

10 for nomination at state primaries shall be by nomina-
11 tion papers. In the case of offices to be filled by all
12 the voters of the commonwealth such papers shall be
13 signed in the aggregate by at least one thousand
14 voters, not more than two hundred and fifty to be
15 from any one county. Such papers for all other offices
16 to be filled at a state election shall be signed by a
17 number of voters equal in the aggregate to five voters
18 for each ward and each town in the district or county,
19 but in no case shall more than two hundred and fifty
20 be required.

1 Section  6. Section forty-six of said chapter fifty-
2 three, as most recently amended by section two of
3 chapter twenty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-seven, is hereby further amended by strik-
5 ing out all after the word “ committees” , in the third
6 line of the last paragraph, so that said paragraph will
7 read as follows: —
8 No person shall be a candidate for nomination for
9 more than one office; but this shall not apply to 

10 candidates for membership in political committees.

1 Section  7. Section fifty-two of said chapter fifty-
2 three, as most recently amended by section seven-
3 teen of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the last sen-
6 tence, so as to read as follows: —
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7 Section 52. Upon receipt of the records of votes cast
8 at state primaries the city or town clerk shall forthwith
9 canvass the same and within four days after said

10 primary make return of the votes for candidates for
11 nomination for state offices, to the state secretary,
12 who shall forthwith canvass such returns, determine
13 the results thereof, notify the successful candidates,
14 and certify to the state committees the names of the
15 persons nominated for state offices.

1 Section  8. Section fifty-three of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 eighteen of chapter four hundred and seventy-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof
6 the following paragraph: —
7 In case of a vacancy in a delegation to the state
8 convention, it shall be filled by the city or town com-
9 mittee which appointed the delegate.

1 Section  9. Section fifty-four of said chapter fifty-
2 three, as most recently amended by section two of
3 chapter three hundred and forty-six of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the ninth and tenth lines,
6 the words “ elected at the state primary”  and insert-
7 ing in place thereof the words: — appointed by the
8 city and town committees, — so as to read as fol-
9 lows: — Section 54. A political party may, upon the

10 call of its state committee, but not earlier than one
11 week nor later than two weeks after the holding of
12 the primaries, hold a state convention for the purpose
13 of adopting a platform, electing such number of mem-
14 bers at large of the state committee as may be fixed
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15 by it, nominating presidential electors, and for such
16 other purposes consistent with law as the state com-
17 mittee or the convention may determine. Such con-
18 vention shall consist of the delegates appointed by
19 the city and town committees, the members of the
20 state committee, the United States senators from
21 Massachusetts who are members of the party, the
22 nominees of the party for all offices to be filled at
23 the state election, and in years in which no elections
24 are held for such offices, the incumbents of those
25 offices who are members of the party.






