
HOUSE No. 1997

By Mr. Reddy of Fall River, petition of Cornelius E. Reddy for 
legislation to eliminate certain requirements as to settlement under 
the soldiers’ relief law. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

Cfie Commorttoealtf) of 00as$aci)usett$

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct relative to soldiers’ relief.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section seven-
2 teen of chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General
3 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter two
4 hundred and ninety-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
5 dred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by
6 striking out, in the fourteenth and twenty-fourth
7 lines, the word “ settlement”  and inserting in place
8 thereof in each instance the word: — residence,—
9 and by striking out all after the word “ lifetime”

10 in the twenty-seventh line down to and including
11 the word “ section” in the thirty-ninth line, so
12 as to read as follows: — If a person who served in
13 the army or navy of the United States in the war of
14 the rebellion, in the army, navy or marine corps in the
15 war with Spain or the Philippine insurrection between
16 April twenty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-
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17 eight, and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two,
18 or in the army, navy or marine corps in the world
19 war, or a pensioner of the United States who served
20 under the authority or by the approval of the United
21 States or any state or territory in any Indian war or
22 campaign, or in connection with or in the zone of
23 any active Indian hostilities in any of the states or
24 territories of the United States prior to January first,
25 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, and received an
26 honorable discharge from all enlistments therein, and
27 who has a legal residence in a town in the common-
28 wealth, becomes poor and wholly or partly unable
29 to provide maintenance for himself, his wife or minor
30 children under eighteen years of age or for a needy
31 father or mother, unless such condition is the result
32 of his own criminal or wilful misconduct, or if such
33 person dies leaving a widow or minor children under
34 eighteen years of age, or a needy father or mother,
35 such support as may be necessary shall be accorded
36 to him or his said dependents or needy parents by
37 the town where they or any of them have a legal
38 residence, and his said dependents or needy parents,
39 in the case of his death, shall not be deemed ineligible
40 to receive said support by reason of criminal or wilful
41 misconduct on his part at any time during his life-
42 time. Any crippled, blind or helpless child, whether
43 a minor or adult, of a deceased person who served
44 in the army or navy of the United States in the war of
45 the rebellion, or in the war with Spain or the Philip-
46 pine insurrection between April twenty-first, eighteen
47 hundred and ninety-eight and July fourth, nineteen
48 hundred and two, and received an honorable discharge
49 from all enlistments therein, if such child is receiving
50 a pension from the United States and is not otherwise
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51 eligible to receive relief under this section, shall also
52 be eligible as aforesaid. Such relief shall be furnished
53 by the aldermen or selectmen, or, in Boston, by the
54 soldiers’ relief commissioner, subject, however, to
55 the direction of the city council of said city as to the
56 amount to be paid. The beneficiary shall receive
57 said relief at home, or at such other place as the alder-
58 men, selectmen or soldiers’ relief commissioner deem
59 proper, but he shall not be compelled to receive the
60 same at an infirmary or public institution unless his
61 physical or mental condition requires, or, if a minor,
62 unless his parents or guardian so elect.

1 Section 2. Said section seventeen of said chapter
2 one hundred and fifteen is hereby further amended
3 by striking out the second paragraph, as appearing
4 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: —
6 If an applicant for military aid or soldiers’ relief
7 has a settlement outside of the town where the applica-
8 tion is made, the town so granting such relief shall be
9 reimbursed in full therefor by the town of the appli-

10 cant’s settlement. The amount of aid so granted
11 may be recovered in contract against the town of the
12 applicant’s settlement, if commenced within two years
13 after the cause of action arises; but nothing shall be
14 recovered for aid granted more than three months
15 prior to notice thereof given to the defendant.




