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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning to you herewith, under the provisions 
of Article LVI of the Amendments to the Constitution, 
An Act Relative to the Handling, Transportation and 
Delivery of Fish at Wholesale on the Lord’s Day and 
to the Sale of Ice and Fuel on Said Day, being House 
Bill No. 2360, with the following amendment:

To strike out the following words: “ the handling, 
transportation and delivery of fish at wholesale”  and 
inserting in place thereof the following words: “ the un
loading from boats of trap fish, gill net fish, fish from 
boats not equipped with icing facilities, lobsters and 
shellfish.”

If the Bill, as it is now drafted, becomes law it will 
mean a return to the seven day work week of the entire 
fish industry in Massachusetts. This will disturb the 
contracts between the fish industry and their unions 
which call for double time on Sundays and will make 
those men who come in on the boats on Saturday work 
on Sunday, which they do not now do when ashore and 
will be a step backward in labor conditions in Massachu
setts.

At the present time I am infoimed that last year ap
proximately forty-one million pounds of fish were de
livered in New Bedford, eighty million in Gloucester and 
over four hundred million in Boston. The Bill is stimu
lated by the desire of the industry in New Bedford to 
get the Monday morning market in New York. I am



2 HOUSE — No. 2537. [May, 1941.

in favor of doing everything we can to maintain and in
crease business in Massachusetts, particularly those in
dustries which have to do with our ports, but I cannot 
believe that it is to the advantage of the Commonwealth 
as a whole to do this over the objection of the industry 
and the employees of that industry which does approxi
mately eighty per cent of the business.

For these reasons I am sending in this amendment 
which will make it legal for small boats with no icing 
facilities to unload their boats on Sunday and store the 
fish until Monday.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


